A Thousand Years of the Persian Book — A Library of Congress Special
Exhibit

Exhibition related lectures on YouTube.

A Thousand Years of the Persian Book: A Curator's Tour

The exhibition "A Thousand Years of the Persian Book" opened in March 2014 and ended in
September 2014. Hirad Dinavari gives a guided tour showcasing the most exquisite Persian
manuscripts, lithographs, early imprints and modern printed works in the Library's collections.
Speaker Biography: Hirad Dinavari is Iranian world reference specialist in the Library's African
and Middle Eastern Division and a co-curator of the exhibition, "A Thousand Years of the
Persian Book."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdgDEnOLBjw

A Thousand Years of the Persian Book

This lecture launched the "A Thousand Years of the Persian Book" exhibition at the Library of
Congress. The rich literary tradition of the Persian language over the last millennium was
discussed. From illuminated manuscripts to contemporary publications, the exhibition will bring
attention to the literary achievements of Iran and the greater Persian-speaking regions of
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Central and South Asia and the Caucasus.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfMHxU49Su0

Shahnameh: The Epic of the Persian Kings

Hamid Rahmanian presented an innovative version of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh "The Epic of the
Persian Kings" based on illustrations from thousands of Iranian, Mughal Indian, and Ottoman
manuscripts.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5ChKJvjsow



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdqDEn0LBjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfMHxU49Su0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5ChKJvjsow

When Ink and Color Meet: The Art of Painting in the Shahnameh (Book of
Kings)

Massumeh Farhad participated in the Library's "A Thousand Years of the Persian Book" exhibit
with her lecture on painting in the Shahnameh. Speaker Biography: Massumeh Farhad is with the
Smithsonian Institution's Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDt8UKDWjzA

The Persian Book: Animation & Illustration

[lustrator, animator, and painter Rashin Kheiriyeh discusses animation and illustration as part of
the Library's exhibition, "A Thousand Years of the Persian Book." Speaker Biography: Rashin
Kheiriyeh has illustrated 45 children's books in countries such as France, Italy, United States,
Japan, Germany, Spain, South Korea, India and Iran. She has received 50 national and
international awards for the books and animations including recently being selected for the
Honor List of IBBY 2014. She has an MFA in Graphics from Alzahra University in Iran and has
also attended the School of Visual Arts in New York. She hails from Iran but now calls
Washington D.C. her home.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMyrbKiK2bg

Persian Mystical Literature: The Marriage of Poetry & Music

Fatemeh Keshavarz from the University of Maryland and Jessika Kenney from the Cornish
College of the Arts discussed Persian mystical literature as part of a lecture series accompanying
t

he "A Thousand Years of the Persian Book" exhibition.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLZOmMfixO8

The Persian Book of Kings: Vicissitudes of a Foundational Text in Iranian
Culture


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDt8UKDWjzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMyrbKiK2bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLZOmMfixO8

Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak discussed "The Persian Book of Kings" as part of the Library's "A
Thousand Years of the Persian Book" exhibition.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDY3iCCOK1lI

The World of Persian Literary Humanism: Spreading Culture through Books

As part of the Library's celebration of a thousand years of the Persian book, Hirad Dinavari
discusses Persian literary humanism and how Persian culture was spread through books. Speaker
Biography: Hamid Dabashi is the Hagop Kevorkian Professor of Iranian Studies and
Comparative Literature at Columbia University. He received a dual Ph.D. in Sociology of
Culture and Islamic Studies from the University of Pennsylvania in 1984, followed by a
postdoctoral fellowship at Harvard University. He wrote his dissertation on Max Weber's theory
of charismatic authority with Philip Rieff (1922-2006), the most distinguished Freudian cultural
critic of his time. Dabashi has taught and delivered lectures in many North American, European,
Arab and Iranian universities. He has written 25 books, edited four, and contributed chapters to
many more. He is also the author of more than 100 essays, articles and book reviews on subjects
ranging from Iranian studies, medieval and modern Islam and comparative literature to world
cinema and the philosophy of art (trans-aesthetics).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55tL80pVcBs

The Persian Book in Pre-Modern Turkey

As part of the Library's celebration of a thousand years of the Persian book, Ahmet Karamustafa
discusses Persian literature in pre-modern Turkey. Speaker Biography: Ahmet T. Karamustafa is
professor of history at the University of Maryland, College Park. His expertise is in social and
intellectual history of medieval and early modern Islam in the Middle East and Southwest Asia
as well as in theory and method in the study of religion. He is the author several books and has
held several administrative positions, including director of the religious studies program at
Washington University in St. Louis and co-chair of the study of Islam section at the American
Academy of Religion.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6EHgGMsvpo

Persian Manuscripts in India: Collections, Collectors & Their Future


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDY3iCCOK1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55tL8OpVcBs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6EHgGMsvpo

Chander Shekhar spoke about the Persian manuscript tradition from India. Speaker Biography:
Chander Shekhar is senior Persian specialist in the department of Persian at the University of
Delhi. He is the author of numerous books and articles on India's rich Persian language
manuscript, lithograph and early imprint tradition.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1iPYlbsuwY

Woven Worlds & Painted Pictures: The Persian Book in India

Sunil Sharma discussed the Persian book in India. Speaker Biography: Sunil Sharma is chair and
associate professor of Persian and Comparative Literature at Boston University.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wJub4gNOAO

Mapping a Persian Literary Sphere, 1500-1900

In this presentation Kevin Schwartz uses tazkirahs -- authoritative collections of Persian literary
works -- to map divergent conceptualizations of the world of Persian literary culture. By
connecting tazkirahs to one another through their geographically and historically diverse use of
documented sources and methods of cataloguing and classification, Schwartz shines light on how
different individuals demarcated the conceptual and geographic boundaries of the nineteenth
century Persianate world and shows the hidden value of the tazkirah genre as a historical source
for documenting the intellectual, social, and cultural life in the wider Persianate world. For
several centuries, Persian literary culture shaped the socio-political and intellectual environments
of the greater Islamic world, in particular in the territories and diverse societies of West, Central
and South Asia. Persian cultural traditions helped dynasties manage empires and enabled inter-
imperial communication. Interest in Persian language and culture promoted cross- regional
fertilization among poets and authors. The common language and cultural focus allowed such
groups to travel across borders in search of professional opportunities or personal enrichment.
Over the centuries, despite political upheavals and dynastic conflicts, the position of Persian as
the dominant cultural-linguistic force survived across large parts of the eastern Islamic world.
Speaker Biography: Kevin Schwartz is a researcher at the Oriental Institute of the Czech
Academy of Sciences in Prague, where he focuses on Iran and the Persianate world. He has been
a Kluge Center Fellow at the Library of Congress and distinguished visiting professor and chair
of Middle East Studies at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. Schwartz has a
Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley, a master's degree from the Harvard
University Center for Middle Eastern Studies and a B.A. from Columbia University.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1iPYIbsuwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wJub4qN0A0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClyydV1pgWE

The Return of the Masters: Connections, Contestations & Redrawing of
Persian Literary History

As part of the Library's lecture series on the Persian book, Kevin Schwartz discusses Persian
literary history. Speaker Biography: Kevin Schwartz is a Kluge Fellow at the Library of
Congress studying the mapping the transregional production and circulation of commemorative
texts of Persian poets in the 19th Century. He has served as Middle East chair at the U.S. Naval
Academy and a social science research council post-doctorate fellow for transregional research
and visiting scholar at the Roshan Institute for Persian Studies at the University of Maryland.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e FxB4kkkYo

Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene

Hamid Dabashi discussed his book, "Persophilia: Persian Culture on the Global Scene."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXZso2tvRYE

Evolution of Persian Calligraphy

Mehdi Saeedi spoke about his latest work in calligraphy. Speaker Biography: Mehdi Saeedi swas
born in Tehran, Iran. His works are showcased at the Museum of Modern Arts in Toyama, Japan,
Ogaki Poster Museum in Ogaki, Japan, Wilanowie Museum of Posters in Warsaw, Poland,
Centre of art Pompidou in Paris, France, Tehran Museum of Contemporary Arts in Iran, Trenava
Museum of Posters in Slovakia, The Netherlands Museum of Posters in Amsterdam, and
Chaumont Museum of Posters in France.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBKkwcbb6dY

From Oxus to Euphrates: Sasanian Empire Symposium


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJyydV1pqWE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_FxB4kkkYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXZso2tvRYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBKkwc6b6dY

Several experts participated in an all-day symposium on the legacy of the ancient Persian
Sasanian empire (224-651 A.D.). The Sasanians ruled a large empire in Central and Western
Asia, stretching from the Oxus River to the Euphrates and from the Hindukush to Eastern
Arabia, for over 400 years (224-651 B.C.). Known as Iranshahr (the Domain of Iran), it was a
powerful empire that engendered much of what came to be known as the Iranian culture in the
medieval and modern periods.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzZfidtJSrY



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZZfjdtJSrY

