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The Cyrus Cylinder استوانه کوروش or Cyrus Charter  منشور کوروش  was 
discovered under the foundation of a Babylonian palace in 1879, 
making it perhaps the oldest time capsule on record.  It 
commemorates Cyrus' victory over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out 
the rights of subjects in his expanding empire.  It is often 
commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in the world. 
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Note from the Editor 
New Regional Possibilities – and Risks 

By Paul Barker 
 
The past month has seen dramatic shifts in the security equations used by major players in 
Western Asia.  President Biden announced a deadline in September for the removal of 
remaining US and NATO troops from Afghanistan.  Original signatories of the JCPOA are into 
their second week of talks in Vienna to agree on the roadmap which will (hopefully) guide the 
US and Iran back to compliance with their obligations under the historic nuclear agreement.  
Saudi Arabia and Iran have held their first direct talks in many years, brokered by the Iraqi 
government.  A major explosion has inflicted damage on Iran’s nuclear centrifuges in Natanz, 



while Israeli and Iranian shipping have endured new attacks in the Red Sea and Mediterranean 
Sea.  China has dramatically increased its purchases of Iranian oil. 

Hopefully for better, but also with obvious risks, the old paradigms which have constrained 
diplomacy and possibility in the region for decades are dramatically shifting. 

The US has set 11 September 2021 as a firm date by which all foreign troops will be out of 
Afghanistan.  Will new waves of chaos and war afflict Iran’s neighbor to the east, stimulating 
large refugee flows into Iran?  Or will Iran’s leaders see this as an incentive to work with other 
regional powers to calm the Afghan storm?  How will the Pakistani government and military 
weigh the risks of a huge power vacuum next door?  Will it temper their hospitality for Afghan 
Taliban militants? 

Recent Israeli attacks on Iranian shipping and a crippling explosion at the Natanz nuclear 
facilities have not deterred the Iranians, Americans or other negotiators from their work in 
Vienna to restore the JCPOA, but are also a stark reminder of how easily current tensions could 
escalate into a massive conflict.  

Steps to end the war in Afghanistan, to restore the JCPOA and to press ‘allies’ to end the war in 
Yemen seem to have provided incentives to Saudi Arabia to participate in direct talks with Iran, 
hosted by the Iraqis.   Netanyahu may not be happy with this crack in his wall of opposition to 
Iran, but it is a good omen for those hoping peace can be nurtured through diplomacy. 

After months of frustrating delay, the Biden diplomatic team is fully engaged in the process of 
charting the path for restoring the health of the Iran nuclear deal.  Dangers are still posed by 
hardliners in Iran, Israel and the US, but there are clear opportunities for us to weigh in in 
support of the Iran Diplomacy Act of 2021 and congressional letters in support of Biden 
administration diplomacy.  There are also advocacy opportunities to weigh in against bad faith 
efforts to disrupt diplomacy, including the Menendez-Graham letter and any congressional 
efforts to derail any path to JCPOA health that will hopefully soon be announced. 

 

An Urgent Diplomatic Opportunity 
By Brad Hanson (PCV in Khaaf and Shiraz 1973-76, US diplomat in Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Yemen over many years) 
 
With President Biden’s decision to withdraw all US troops from Afghanistan by 9/11/2021, four 
plus months later than the 5/01/21 date stipulated in the agreement negotiated by the Trump 
administration with the Taliban, many Afghans and friends of Afghanistan fear for Afghanistan’s 
future.  The Taliban, who did not abide by the Trump-negotiated agreement in cutting ties with 
al-Qa’ida and other terrorist groups, in negotiating seriously with the Afghan government, in 
curtailing violence, already are acting as if they have won a military victory.   They plan to take 
control of Kabul and the rest of the country to install their Islamic Emirate 2.0 and see little 
incentive now to negotiate with the Afghan government some sort of power-sharing agreement.   
Many fear that the Taliban’s assassination campaign of the past six months targeting hundreds 
of civil society activists, journalists, women activists, and clerics, will accelerate and expand to 
eliminate more opinion leaders opposing their expected rule.   Many fear Afghan women will 
lose most of their hard-won rights of the past twenty years.  Many fear Afghanistan will plunge 
into civil war, with more death, destruction, and fleeing refugees.  
 
Prior to and simultaneous with Biden’s troop withdrawal announcement came US pledges to 
engage in regional diplomacy to try to help Afghans find a peaceful, diplomatic path forward for 
Afghanistan.  It is not going well.  The US asked Turkey to host a UN-convened conference of 



the Taliban, Afghan government, and other influential Afghans to jump-start stalemated 
negotiations in Doha between the Taliban and the Afghan government.  Turkey called it off April 
21 when the Taliban refused to attend. 
 
Active, intense, regional diplomacy is needed now more than ever before If Afghanistan is to 
avoid descent into civil war further destabilizing itself and the region.   
 
The US and Iran can play an important diplomatic role to help Afghans find a different path 
forward.   
 
The US and Iran share at least three national interests when it comes to Afghanistan: 
 

 Neither wants a perpetually unstable Afghanistan, where extremist groups again find 
refuge and plan attacks outside Afghanistan.  Not only does the Islamic State oppose 
the US but also Iran.  Other Sunni-inspired terrorist groups also oppose Iran’s Shi’a 
theocratic state.  At one time in the 90’s Iran almost went to war with the Taliban when 
they killed a number of Iranian diplomats in Mazar-e Sharif, Afghanistan.  In recent years 
Iran has hedged its bets vis-à-vis the Taliban, providing limited war materiel, while still 
supporting the Afghan government.  Tehran does receive Taliban delegations, however, 
the memory of the Taliban’s massacre of tens of thousands of Shi’a Hazara in northern 
Afghanistan is just below the surface. 

 
 Neither wants a new mass outflow of Afghan refugees.  Iran, already host to 780,000 (as 

of October 2020) registered remaining Afghan refugees from earlier conflicts, and to an 
estimated 2.1 to 2.5 million undocumented Afghans, can scarcely support more refugees 
as it struggles with COVID-19 and US sanctions.  Nor does the Biden Administration, as 
it gingerly tries to reassert a US leadership role in responding to refugee crises, want 
another Afghan refugee crisis, which many will see as coming partly because of its 
decisions. 
 

 Neither wants a resurgence of opium poppy planting and drug trafficking out of 
Afghanistan.  One of the Taliban’s main sources of income is from opium poppy 
cultivation and drug trafficking.  Iran suffers greatly from opium and heroin addiction, with 
most of these narcotics coming from Afghanistan.  Nor does the US want to see an 
increase in Afghan-origin narcotics, which also find their way to the streets of US allies in 
Europe. 
 

 And, some might argue that Iran and the US also share an interest in seeing Afghan 
women hold on to their rights under any future regime.  While Iranian women certainly 
suffer some human rights abuses, those pale in scale, scope and significance to what 
Afghan women experienced under the Taliban’s Islamic Emirate 1.0.  Similarly, neither 
Iran nor the US want to see another slaughter of Hazara at the hands of the Taliban. 
 

Thus, the US and Iran share important national interests in Afghanistan.  But can the US and 
Iran engage diplomatically to help Afghans find that peaceful path forward?  Yes.  They have 
done it before and can do it again. 
 
US and Iranian diplomats engaged each other intensively as well as with Afghan leaders, UN 
negotiators, and others in Bonn in November/December 2001 to help Afghans craft a post-9/11, 
post-Taliban way forward.  Then Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Javad Zarif (currently Foreign 
Minister) played a critical role, as recounted by the US lead negotiator Ambassador James 



Dobbins in his memoir of the negotiations, After the Taliban.  After an interim government was 
installed in Kabul US diplomats continued to meet with Iranian diplomats, this time secretly in 
Geneva, to find more ways to cooperate on Afghanistan.  However, President Bush’s  January 
2002 “axis of evil” speech put an end to that Afghanistan-focused diplomacy. 
 
Whether directly or indirectly through the UN, the Biden Administration should reach out to 
engage Iran diplomatically on our common interests in Afghanistan.  Arguably, Iran has much 
more to lose than the US from a further destabilized Afghanistan. Iran should also be willing to 
once again engage with the US in this area of common interests.   
 
Diplomatic engagement where the US and Iran share so many national interests not only might 
head off the worst for Afghans and Afghanistan but also might pay benefits in the ongoing 
indirect talks on bringing back the US and Iran to full compliance with the JCPOA (Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action).  If the US and Iran build up a degree of mutual confidence and 
trust regarding Afghan issues, that might help on other possible future regional security 
discussions and negotiations.  There is little to lose and much to gain to make that effort now. 

 

Iran in a Neighborhood with Too Many “Malign” Actors 
by Carolyn Yale (PCV in Shiraz 1974-75) 

 
After months of apparent delay, the Biden administration is openly pursuing return to the 
JCPOA. We don’t know the substance of the Vienna talks where the US is not a direct 
participant, but the heart of the matter is a process by which the US will return to the Agreement 
while Iran, for its part, returns to compliance.   

We are accustomed to hearing that Iran is the problem within the region, and dealing with Iran, 
the solution. Over recent months statements from the administration and documents circulating 
in Congress are illustrative.  Take, for example, a letter circulated under the sponsorship of 
Senator Menendez, now Chair of the Foreign Relations Committee, who in the past wavered 
between opposition to the 2015 Agreement and subsequent opposition Trump’s withdrawal from 
the Agreement. Menendez is now willing to consider reentry if the US exacts more from Iran: 
The letter cites Iran as “a grave threat to U.S. national security interests and our allies and 
partners” and concludes, “Democrats and Republicans may have tactical differences, but we 
are united on preventing an Iranian nuclear weapon and addressing the wide range of Iranian 
behavior.”  (Are we united?) After praising the Abraham accords, the letter calls for ‘further 
regional cooperation’ in dealing with Iran. It likely is meant to be read as regional cooperation 
among US allies versus Iran, but could refer to a regional assembly that includes Iran.   

A more tempered position has been laid out by Senator Markey and co-sponsors in the Iran 
Diplomacy Act of 2021. The bill calls for return to, and full implementation of, the JCPOA as a 
platform for further diplomacy on issues such as strengthening the JCPOA and ballistic missiles. 
This diplomacy would take the form of ‘international efforts’ to address security issues and 
leaves open the possibility of assigning broader responsibility for regional problems.  

It is impossible to miss the fact that “Iran issues” are regional and international issues as well. 
The supposedly focused subject of Iran’s nuclear program, with limited space around the 
negotiating table (excluding other countries of the region), was negotiated under President 
Obama while at the same time the US substantially stepped-up military support to Israel. 
[National Jewish Democratic Council, “Obama Has a Stronger record on Israel Than You Might 
Have Been Led to Think, Greg Rosenbaum]  The Trump administration continued its own form 
of weapons diplomacy, favoring Arab states as well as Israel. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/434/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/434/text
http://www.njdc.org/oped062315
http://www.njdc.org/oped062315


Is it reasonable to expect (or demand) that Iran unilaterally decrease its arms in a region that is 
arguably the most heavily militarized region in the world, and where the US is the major 
supplier? One must consider Iran’s perspective in ensuring its national integrity and security. 
Even taken individually, the defense budgets and arsenals of Israel, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates each far exceed Iran’s. Last year the Trump administration brokered 
agreements between Israel and Arab states (the “Abraham accords) using arms sales to 
engage Arab states in what amounts to alliance against Iran. With the US assurance to Israel 
that it will be able to maintain a “qualitative military advantage” in the region, more aid to Israel 
could well follow. There is much that could be done for regional security through demilitarization. 

Now that there is a glimmer hope for diplomacy vis-a-vis Iran, some of out allies are nervous – 
uncertain   regarding the future US role in the region, and where they stand. It is widely believed 
that responsibility for sabotage of Iran’s Natanz reactor rests with Israel, although the 
government characteristically takes no credit. Israel never fails to underscore the Iranian nuclear 
threat, but it is hardly a secret that Israel has nuclear weapons. It is quite evident that nuclear 
weapons, acts of terrorism, and international aggression are not issues unique to Iran, yet we 
(by which I mean most Americans, most of Congress) are in moral and political denial regarding 
the provocations and offenses of allies and the US role, be it sale of weapons or failure to 
condemn their misuse.  

Advocates:  

• Speak with your representatives about the importance of returning to the JCPOA as it 
has been negotiated, without conditions or add-ons. 

• Iran coexists with our highly militarized allies; the US has worked hard in the past 
reinforce the opposition to Iran. However, it is time to use a more nuanced and balanced 
regional perspective to deal with issues.  Issues such as ballistic missiles can be 
pursued after the JCPOA is restored with full US and Iran compliance.  We must 
recognize that missiles (for example) are a regional issue; terrorism is a regional issue; 
militarization is a regional issue.  It’s not only Iran. 

 

The US Return to the Iran Nuclear Deal: Credibility and Mistrust, 
Tom Huf, (PCV in Babolsar and Mashhad 1967-71) 

 

Last week, it was announced that the United States and Iran would commence talks in Vienna 
on April 6th on the return of the US to the Iran Nuclear Deal (JCPOA). This is a fulfillment of 
commitments made by then-candidate Joe Biden during the campaign to return to the deal. The 
Vienna talks are the manifestation of a proposal by the E3 – France, Germany, and the UK – in 
January that was rejected by Iran at the time for reasons that were clearly based on a lack of 
trust that the US would keep its promises and respect its international agreements. 

While some critics have voiced frustration since Joe Biden’s inauguration that rejoining the deal 
was not being made a high enough priority, a closer look at the political landscape in both 
Tehran and Washington and of the depth of mistrust by Iran as to the credibility of US diplomatic 
commitments makes it remarkable that this process has started so soon. 

The many roadblocks and poison pills left behind by the previous administration have required 
groundwork to commence dismantling direct and indirect US sanctions, the financial and 
banking regulations that now sanction any company doing business with Iran, and INARA 
congressional oversight that could cause delays and opposition to this process. Committing to 
dismantling these policies needs to avoid the politics of “who goes first” by working on a strategy 
of simultaneous agreements. Entering into these talks itself is a strong signal to the skeptic in 

https://masspeaceaction.org/us-return-to-the-iran-nuclear-deal/?emci=e432eb85-6f9c-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&emdi=96183072-499d-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&ceid=279601'


Iran that this administration is committed to ending the maximum pressure policy and returning 
to the JCPOA. 

The Biden team was finally in place in mid-March with the confirmation of Rob Malley as envoy 
to Iran and Richard Nephew as the sanctions expert who could, better than anyone, devise a 
strategy to unravel the malign Trump / Bolton economic warfare designed to hasten the collapse 
of Iran’s economy and generate regime change. And the urgency to close the deal well ahead of 
the June elections in Iran was seen as essential to getting the US back into the deal at all. 

Context for distrust 

The unilateral US withdrawal from the JCPOA in 2018, the assassinations of five scientists and 
a military leader between the years of 2010 and 2020, and the shut-down of trade with the West 
have caused Iran to take slow and deliberate, but reversible, steps to engage in Uranium 
enrichment rather than escalate military activities. The US policy that completely 
mischaracterized the JCPOA and caused domestic confusion among many political leaders has 
created an equally difficult climate of mistrust in the US. 

The JCPOA was deliberately narrow and focused solely on nuclear matters in order to first solve 
that most sensitive of all security issues to clear the table for resolution of many other issues in 
the region and specifically some of Iran’s military activities and conflicts that were seen as 
needing to be addressed as add-on agreements. Such a new diplomatic initiative needs to 
include all parties to resolve the many disagreements regionally and in a comprehensive 
fashion. 

What has changed in two months? 

 In Washington, the insurrection, as well as the effects of an obstructed transition 
process from the prior President, made it necessary to focus on securing approval 
of the foreign policy team before engaging in major policy initiatives. 

 In Tehran, the anticipation of the June elections has caused a shift towards 
conservatives opposed to a return to the JCPOA, that did not produce the 
economic benefits promised. 

 What has kept the prospect of talks on track through the past few months is the 
fact that there is general support for returning to the deal in both Iran and the US – 
however with significant opposition from conservatives in both countries. Public 
opinion measured in Iran periodically by the University of Maryland still shows a 
majority in favor of proceeding, and also found that despite the US maximum 
pressure campaign, that Iranians view their own government as having a 
significant share of the blame for economic mismanagement. Opinion polls in the 
US show significant support for the deal as well. 

Action needed 

It was announced after two days in Vienna that there was already agreement to establish two 
working groups: one to address the US return and the associated measures needed and the 
other to address Iran’s return to full compliance. 
With the Administration now committed to diplomatic talks to return to the deal, there is a need 
to build support for diplomacy on the Hill. There is a letter being circulated by Senators Murphy 
and Kaine that encourages President Biden to get back in the Iran Nuclear Deal in its existing 
form. Click here to contact your representatives and senators to ask them to sign. 

This article was originally published in the April Issue of the MAPA E Newsletter 
 

https://secure.everyaction.com/8vSiQzVQ4UC-B5kroEQ5nA2


The Politics of US Moves on Iran 
‘Maximum Pressure’ on Iran Has Failed, NYT Editorial, 2021/4/10 

Mr. Biden, Tear Down this (Iran Sanctions) Wall, Mark Fitzpatrick, 2021/4/9 

Joe Biden wants to be Harry Truman but he may end up like Lyndon Johnson, 
Joe Cirincione, 2021/3/30 

Biden’s foreign policy challenge: reining in Iran’s nuclear program, Thomas 
Countryman, 2021/4/13 
The JCPOA is not the end goal for U.S. diplomacy with Iran — but its restoration is an 
unavoidable precondition to a follow-on agreement limiting Iran’s dangerous activities. 
Democratic Senators should not undercut Biden’s efforts to persuade Iran to get back into the 
JCPOA or jeopardize the domestic political support necessary for meaningful diplomacy with 
Iran. 

Progressives get antsy over Biden’s slow-mo foreign policy, Nahal Toosi 
2021/3/25 

The failure to return to the Iran nuclear deal is a particular sore point. 

No Country Thrives on Instability Like Iran, Karim Sajadpour, 2021/3/25 

The Islamic Republic needs America as an enemy. The U.S. needs a strategy to win a 
cold war. 

How a U.S.-Iran Deal Helps Red States, Trita Parsi, 2021/3/26 

Republican districts stand to benefit most from the economic windfall that a revived 
JCPOA would bring. 

Biden Should Learn from LBJ and Defuse the Iran Nuclear Crisis, Ryan 
Costello2021/3/30 

Here’s a Reminder: The Iran Nuclear Deal Was a Very Good One, Mitchell 
Plitnick, 2021/3/31 

For true JCPOA re-entry, Biden must tear down this sanctions wall, Tyler Cullis and 
Trita Parsi, 2021/4/6 

Containing Iran and drawing the wrong lessons from the Cold War, Eldar Mamedov, 
2021/4/1 

Biden must revive the Iran nuclear deal, John Brennan, 2021/5/2 

Murphy-Kaine letter supporting Biden effort for return to JCPOA compliance, 27 
Senators, 2021/4/13 

Congressional GOP Introduces Largest Package of Iran Sanctions in History, 
Adam Kredo, 2021/4/21 

Iran Nuclear Deal Talks Advance as U.S. Offers Sanctions Relief, Ian Talley, 
Benoit Faucon and Laurence Norman, 2021/4/21 
 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/10/opinion/sunday/iran-nuclear-deal-sanctions.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/04/white-house-faces-tough-task-tearing-down-iran-sanctions-wall-save-nuclear-deal
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https://www.newsweek.com/biden-should-learn-lbj-defuse-iran-nuclear-crisis-opinion-1579525
https://rethinkingforeignpolicy.org/2021/03/31/heres-a-reminder-the-iran-nuclear-deal-was-a-very-good-one/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/04/06/for-true-jcpoa-re-entry-biden-must-take-down-this-sanctions-wall/?mc_cid=33d40067a9&mc_eid=88ab0ba9b6
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/04/01/containing-iran-and-drawing-the-wrong-lessons-from-the-cold-war/?utm_source=AM+Nukes+Roundup&utm_campaign=18e64e282c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_07_25_12_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_547ee518ec-18e64e282c-391876849
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-iran-nuclear-deal-brennan-20210402-v6fqqfcl4zctdpboow2mdzy6i4-story.html
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/KAINE,%20MURPHY%20&%20COLLEAGUES%20URGE%20PRESIDENT%20BIDEN%20TO%20RETURN%20TO%20IRAN%20NUCLEAR%20AGREEMENT%20UNDER%20A%20COMPLIANCE%20FOR%20COMPLIANCE%20APPROACH.pdf
https://freebeacon.com/national-security/congressional-gop-introduces-largest-package-of-iran-sanctions-in-history/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/iran-nuclear-deal-talks-advance-as-u-s-offers-sanctions-relief-11619024783?mod=e2tw
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Salman Masood and Zia ur-Rahman, 2021/4/15 

Security common concern of Iran, Pakistan, MNA, 2021/4/21 

Saudi and Iranian officials hold talks to patch up relations, Andrew England, 
2021/4/17 

Iran’s ‘New” Partnership with China Is Just Business as Usual, Dina Esfandiary, 
2021/4/22 

Can China balance ties with Iran and the GCC? Sabena Siddiqui, 2021/3/30 

Saudi official: Expanded talks should follow any Iran nuclear deal, Ghaida 
Ghantous, 2021/4/15 

A guide to illicit Iranian weapon transfers: The Bahrain file, Tim Michetti, 
2020/12/15 

Biden brings out Obama's echo chamber, puts Israel on defense, David Weinberg, 
2021/4/9, While each of these American actions may have standalone rationalizations, the 

cumulative effect is to put Israel on the defensive. 
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Iran accuses Israel of attacking key nuclear site, calling it ‘crime against 
humanity’, Shira Rubin and Kareem Fahim, 2021/4/12 
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The Middle East: Geopolitical Battleground, Richard Falk, 2021/4/18 

Why Israel would attack Iran’s nuclear facility, John Ghazvinian, 2021/4/12 

The Unmistakable Double Standard of US Foreign Policy, Assal Rad, 2021/4/20 
If President Biden is Serious About Diplomacy with Iran, He Should Stand Up to Israel. 

U.S.-Israel tensions build as Iran talks progress, Barak Ravid, 2021/4/21  

Israel strikes targets in Syria after missile attack on southern Israel, Josef Federman, 
2021/4/22   The article includes an image of Israel’s top secret nuclear facility in Dimona.  Air raid sirens 
sounded in Dimona on 22 April indicating a possible incoming attack. 

 

Natanz Nuclear Sabotage 

Nuclear Sabotage Could Be What Iran Needed, Maysam Behravesh, 2021/4/13 

This week’s attack on an Iranian enrichment facility has improved the country’s 
negotiating position. 

Incident at Iran's Natanz facility a 'terrorist action,' nuclear chief says, Ramin 
Mostaghim and Sarah Dean,2021/4/11 

Iran plans major jump in uranium enrichment after Natanz nuclear site attack, 
Kareem Fahim, 2021/4/13 

Response to Israeli attack on Natanz, Trita Parsi, 2021/4/13 

Daryl Kimball comment, “In the wake of the attacks on the Natanz nuclear facility, all 
International Atomic Energy Agency member states should support a thorough investigation of 
this incident and condemn this attack, and any other future attack, on nuclear facilities in any 
country. Just as it is essential that the international community must address any violations of 
nuclear nonproliferation commitments, it must respond to attacks involving physical sabotage of 
nuclear facilities as threats to international peace and security.” 
 

Israel's Aggressive Acts Aren’t Hindering Iran Nuclear Talks, Amos Harel, 
2021/4/19 

Legislation to Stop Saudi Arabia from Acquiring the Building Blocks for Nuclear 
Weapons, Senators Markey and Merkley, Representatives Castro and Lieu, 
2021/4/15 

 

 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/natanz-nuclear-israel-iran-cyber-attack/2021/04/12/f97f1a60-9b51-11eb-b2f5-7d2f0182750d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/natanz-nuclear-israel-iran-cyber-attack/2021/04/12/f97f1a60-9b51-11eb-b2f5-7d2f0182750d_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/26/world/middleeast/israel-iran-shadow-war.html?smid=em-share
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/04/19/israel-iran-nuclear-deal-biden-efforts/
https://richardfalk.org/2021/04/18/the-middle-east-geopolitical-battleground/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/04/12/why-israel-would-attack-irans-nuclear-facility/
https://inkstickmedia.com/the-unmistakable-double-standard-of-us-foreign-policy/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/04/21/groups-call-on-biden-to-offer-iran-coronavirus-relief/
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-04-21/israel-reports-sirens-near-town-of-secretive-nuclear-reactor
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/04/13/nuclear-sabotage-could-be-what-iran-needed/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/11/middleeast/iran-nuclear-incident-intl/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/iran-enrichment-nuclear-israel-talks/2021/04/13/f5cc3fbc-9c5d-11eb-b2f5-7d2f0182750d_story.html
https://twitter.com/tparsi/status/1381971926554394630?s=20
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-s-aggressive-acts-aren-t-hindering-iran-nuclear-talks-1.9723779
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senators-markey-and-merkley-representatives-castro-and-lieu-reintroduce-legislation-to-stop-saudi-arabia-from-acquiring-the-building-blocks-for-nuclear-weapons
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senators-markey-and-merkley-representatives-castro-and-lieu-reintroduce-legislation-to-stop-saudi-arabia-from-acquiring-the-building-blocks-for-nuclear-weapons


Polling  

IranPoll and ‘The Chicago Council on Global Affairs’, January-February 2021 

Key findings: 
• About six in ten Americans favor US participation in a nuclear deal with Iran and half of Iranians 

(51%) approve of the JCPOA. This is the highest percentage of Iranians supporting the JCPOA 

since May 2019 though much lower than levels of support in 2016–2017, before the United 

States withdrew from the accord in 2018. 

• Seven in ten Iranians (69%) support their country returning to the limits called for under the 

nuclear agreement if the United States begins fulfilling its obligations under the JCPOA. 

• Even if the United States does return to the Iran agreement, a majority in Iran think it is unlikely 

the United States will live up to its obligations under the agreement (60%, versus 37% who think 

it is likely). 

• Half of Iranians think it is at least somewhat likely that the economic sanctions against their 

country will be eased during the Biden administration (50% likely, 45% unlikely). Even so, a 

majority expect no change in US-Iran relations during the Biden presidency (57%). 

• Only 28 percent say that if the two sides return to the original terms of the JCPOA, Iran should 

be willing to negotiate a separate agreement about its missile program. 

 

Iranians and Americans Support a Mutual Return to the JCPOA, Dina Smelz, 
Brendan Helm and Amir Farmanesh, 2021/3/30 
 

‘Here’s the (Iran) deal, folks’: Americans are fine with a return to the 
JCPOA, Barbara Slavin, 2021/4/8 
 
Sowing Disinformation about Iranian Threats 
 
Unnamed Western Officials Spread Dubious Claims About Iran, Dave DeCamp, 
2021/3/22 
Reports claim without evidence that Iran considered attacking a DC Army base and that 
Iran is hiding a nuclear program that could be used to make weapons 
 
The Hawks Who Want War with Iran Are Working Overtime, Ariel Gold and Medea 
Benjamin, 2021/4/14 
 
Sanctions Effectiveness 

Why Lifting U.S. Sanctions is So Complex, USIP, 2021/4/7 

Peter Beinart on Sanctions, Iran Podcast, 2021/4/2 
Negar Mortazavi speaks to Peter Beinart about sanctions as a form of war and how the 
United States has been using this instrument to choke weaker adversaries, without 
much policy gain. 

U.S. presented Iran roadmap on sanctions relief in Vienna talks, Barak Ravid, 
2021/4/22 

http://www.iranpoll.com/publications/ccga2
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/research/public-opinion-survey/iranians-and-americans-support-mutual-return-jcpoa
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/heres-the-iran-deal-folks-americans-are-fine-with-a-return-to-the-jcpoa/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/heres-the-iran-deal-folks-americans-are-fine-with-a-return-to-the-jcpoa/
https://news.antiwar.com/2021/03/22/unnamed-western-officials-spread-dubious-claims-about-iran/
https://jacobinmag.com/2021/04/israel-united-states-iran-nuclear-deal-jcpoa-aipac-natanz
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2021/apr/07/why-lifting-us-sanctions-so-complex
/Users/paulbarker/Dropbox/.dropbox.cache/old_files/anchor.fm/theiranpodcast/episodes/Sanctions-are-a-Form-of-War-eu42or
https://www.axios.com/us-presented-iran-roadmap-on-sanctions-relief-ee2b3b81-97f1-4c68-b6fd-acbe866a590a.html?utm_campaign=organic&utm_medium=socialshare&utm_source=twitter


How Sanctions Hurt Iranian Women, Azadeh Moaveni and Sussan Tahmasebi, 
2021/3/27 
The decimation of the economy since the U.S. left the nuclear deal is 
crippling the people who have been working for reform. 

Surprising economic upside seen for Egypt, Morococo and Iran, Al-Monitor, 
2021/4/16 

Iran, China sign landmark 25-year cooperation agreement, Reuters, 2021/3/27 

Biden’s New Foreign Policy Hire Considers Sanctions an Art Form, Aída Chávez, 
2021/3/26 

 
Ending and Preventing Forever Wars 

The Iran Nuclear Deal and the Middle East WMD-Free Zone, METO and IPPNW, 
2021/4/13 

Biden can end 'forever wars' only if he scraps Trump policies and pursues peace 
with Iran, Sina Toossi and Yasmine Taeb, 2021/3/22 
There is no military solution to the US impasse with Iran. Taking that path will come at 
the expense of addressing real threats to ordinary Americans. 

How Can Biden End America’s Forever Wars? Here’s a Roadmap, Karen 
Greenberg, The Nation, 2021/3/29 

At least we’re safe from Iran’s non-existent nukes, Gwynne Dyer, 2021/4/12 

 

Media 

An Iranian cleric, rights activist, and hacker entered a room—on Clubhouse, Holly 
Darges, 2021/3/30 

Controversial TV Show Targets Zarif and Rouhani, NIAC, 2021/4/1 

HR+Tech: Internet Freedom and Iran, NIAC, 2021/3/26 

Iran minister's social media stint sparks talk of openness – or fix, Patrick Wintour, 
2021/4/1 
Foreign minister Javad Zarif appears on Clubhouse forum to take questions from some 
8,000 people 

Revisiting the Iran Nuclear Deal, Chicago Council on Global Affairs, 2021/4/6 

New Iran nuclear talks allow Biden to fix Trump's mess before we head toward 
war, Joseph Cirincione, 2021/4/7 
It should be possible to put the pact back together, but not if the president listens to the 
siren song of junking the old agreement for "a better deal." 
 
Advocacy Action 

Iran Sanctions Relief Letter, 43 organizations including PCIA, 2021/4/21 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/27/opinion/sunday/iran-sanctions-women.html?smid=em-share
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/04/surprising-economic-upside-seen-egypt-morocco-and-iran
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-iran-china/iran-china-sign-25-year-cooperation-agreement-idUSKBN2BJ0AY
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/richard-nephew-sanctions/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/richard-nephew-sanctions/
https://www.thenation.com/authors/aida-chavez/
https://us02web.zoom.us/w/82428974945?tk=cM4g4jkIMc4BmLjFwxOO1djrDq0t3kr4g_3kBImmh_o.DQIAAAATMSZXYRZHMWFfOW1PWVIxdU9IUWJBaUtURWtnAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA&pwd=SmQvWC9XMHdXTjBIOVhMS2tLdFdRdz09&uuid=WN_0EzcKQaFSbmIwicbbPM5fg
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2021/03/22/joe-biden-pursue-peace-iran-end-forever-wars-column/4761023001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2021/03/22/joe-biden-pursue-peace-iran-end-forever-wars-column/4761023001/
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/biden-forever-wars/
https://bangordailynews.com/2021/04/12/opinion/contributors/at-least-were-safe-from-irans-non-existent-nukes/?utm_source=AM+Nukes+Roundup&utm_campaign=7817d9e1b1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_07_25_12_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_547ee518ec-7817d9e1b1-391876849
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/an-iranian-cleric-rights-activist-and-hacker-entered-a-room-on-clubhouse/
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/iran-china-sign-roadmap-for-strategic-cooperation/?emci=862f4ee0-fd92-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&emdi=e6db397a-0e93-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&ceid=386153#anchor2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?emci=ec807e13-1f93-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&emdi=76cde230-3b93-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&ceid=221668&v=-qpIHeAZH1I&feature=youtu.be
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/01/iran-ministers-social-media-stint-sparks-talk-of-openness-or-fix
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frY_Y4tpqj8
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/amp/ncna1263192?__twitter_impression=true
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/amp/ncna1263192?__twitter_impression=true
https://winwithoutwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Humanitarian-Relief-Coalition-Letter-Draft.pdf


Over 60,000 Iranians have already died as a result of the Covid-19 as the pandemic.  
U.S. sanctions have served to exacerbate a terrible situation. Broad-based sanctions 
are unacceptable.  

On 21 April 2021, a diverse coalition of 43 organizations sent a letter calling on 
President Biden to provide urgently-needed sanctions relief for the people of Iran as 
they combat a fourth wave of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Groups call on Biden to offer Coronavirus Relief, Mathew Petti, 2021/4/21 

 

NIAC Advocacy Action to Save the JCPOA 

In following up their recent Week of Action to Re-Seal the Deal and save the JCPOA, 
NIAC shared these tools for their activists: 

A template  to thank congressional offices for meeting on Iran Advocacy 

A memo highlighting the importance of re-entering the JCPOA as possible to use as a 
bridge for further negotiations.  

A memo on nonproliferation benefits of returning to the JCPOA.  

 

History 

The American Lafayette of Iran: The Story of Howard C. Baskerville, Reza Aslan, 
2021/4/23 

The Bombs That Never Went Off, David Frum, 2021/3/27 
The fall of the Soviet Union left behind a grim legacy of nuclear danger. After 30 years, the last 
weapons-grade uranium has been eliminated. 
Brad Hanson comment: This was one very successful denuclearization program.  Let’s not 
forget there have been real successes in the past thirty years, largely unknown and unsung.  
We at the Embassy in Tashkent played a very small part in this program, assisting a trainload of 
dangerous material to be transported across Uzbekistan to a site where it could be safely 
destroyed. 

 
Whither Afghanistan 

By Paul Barker  
(Traveled to Afghanistan in 1972, 74 and 76 while in PC, worked in Afghanistan from 

1995-99, 2001-2006, 2012-2014, 2017 and now part time, remotely) 

I think that anyone who has lived in Afghanistan or worked closely with Afghans for any period 
of time over the past 40 years must feel a burden of very mixed emotions upon hearing the 
news of President Biden's decision to withdraw all US and NATO troops from Afghanistan over 
the coming four months. 

Americans tend to ask if 2,400 US soldiers will have died in vain. Afghans ask if 111,000 
Afghans have died in vain. The questions are unanswerable. But as the population of 
Afghanistan is only 1/10th that of the United States, we would need to imagine 1.1 million 
American deaths to comprehend the scale of their tragedy. 

https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/04/21/groups-call-on-biden-to-offer-iran-coronavirus-relief/
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/faq-why-the-u-s-must-return-to-the-deal/?locale=en
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/faq-why-the-u-s-must-return-to-the-deal/?locale=en
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/faq-why-the-u-s-must-return-to-the-deal/?locale=en
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/memo-non-proliferation-benefits-of-the-returning-to-the-jcpoa/?locale=en
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RPfjuWavSGqJ4t02duXPPw
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/03/the-quiet-end-of-kazakhstans-denuclearization-program/618424/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilian_casualties_in_the_war_in_Afghanistan_(2001%E2%80%93present)


As the Taliban re-emerged from their safe havens in Pakistan and the years became more and 
more bloody, it long ago became obvious that there was no military solution to Afghanistan's 
problems. Not only that, but the longer foreign troops remained in Afghanistan, the more their 
presence became part of the problem. President Biden has accepted the heavy truth of those 
realities. 

Fears of intensified Afghan conflict are widespread. Fears that urban Afghans, particularly 
women, will lose the freedoms and opportunities that they enjoyed for two decades are very 
justified.  

The Biden team has given itself a very short timeframe for creating a regional framework to 
nurture a more stable and peaceful Afghanistan. The odds may be very long, but they are very 
much worth the investment of diplomatic time and energy.  

Keys to that more peaceful neighborhood will be found in Afghanistan's borders to the east and 
west. While Pakistan's generals may now believe that they have won their decades long double 
game in Afghanistan, they cannot relish the possibility of more chaos in and refugee flows from 
their long-suffering neighbor. I hope they find incentives to moderate their hospitality for Taliban 
fighters. 

Iran shares with the US many strategic interests in a more peaceful and stable Afghanistan. 
Iran's struggling economy cannot afford to host millions of new refugees from Afghanistan. 
Neither Iran nor the US nor the Europeans want to see an unfettered opium industry smuggling 
greater volumes of its products across their borders. Neither Iran nor the US would like to see 
an Afghanistan again run by Taliban extremists. Iran was a vital partner with the US in 
establishing a post-Taliban government in Afghanistan between 2001 and 2003. Iran's 
assistance to the US project in Afghanistan was brought to a shocking halt when President 
Bush declared that Iran was part of an Axis of Evil, whatever that means. If ongoing work 
succeeds in restoring the US and Iran to full compliance with their obligations under the JCPOA, 
there will be great urgency for the US to work as closely as possible with Iran to address 
Afghanistan's problems. 

We knew Pam Constable when we lived in Kabul and have admired her ability to bring life and 
names and human stories to her readers understanding of Afghanistan. We echo her concerns 
for the uncertainty now faced by our many friends in Afghanistan. 

 

If the Taliban take power again, will Afghans have died in vain? Pam Constable, 
2021/4/16 
The flawed U.S. presence lifted expectations about what kind of society they could have. 

Afghanistan – the long defeat, Andrew Bacevich, 2021/4/19 
 
ADVOCACY MISSION STATEMENT 

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and Iranians through 
education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in Iran. 
ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT 
Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, and cultural 
diplomacy. 
PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding Principles for our advocacy efforts 
toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, and their peoples. 
1.   Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship, inclusiveness and world 
peace.  As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.  
2.    Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and their citizens.  
3.    Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties reinforces international 
cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict.  . 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/if-the-taliban-take-power-again-will-afghans-have-died-in-vain/2021/04/16/b30f60ae-9e5c-11eb-8005-bffc3a39f6d3_story.html
https://spectator.us/topic/afghanistan-long-defeat-biden/


4.    Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues. 
5.    Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts.  Peace is built and sustained through voluntary agreement and consent. 
 

 
GROUND RULES: 
1.    The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this subject.  It is a way to share 
ideas, information, and opportunities for action.  The Bulletin is archived on the website. 
2.    PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication.   The editor decides which articles are selected for publication. 
Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s Mission, Values, and Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the 
current state of Iran advocacy issues, may be posted in PCIA’s Facebook group.  
3.  Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question answered, "I consent/do 
not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin distribution and PCIA archives."  If consent is given, 
statements issued to the public will be identified as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board. 
4.   Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help readers understand issues.  
5.    The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based.  Whenever possible citations and 
links to web-based articles should be included in the articles. 
6.   Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board positions.  However, members of the 
Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be 

posted in the Advocacy Bulletin will be identified as such.   
 
The opinions of the in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the board of PCIA.  Contributions 
to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to the editor at Advocate@peacecorpsiran.org. 

 
Donations to PCIA Welcome 
In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps Iran Association, please consider making a 
donation.  
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https://peace-corps-iran-association-npca.silkstart.com/campaigns
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