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The Cyrus Cylinder استوانه کوروش or Cyrus Charter  منشور کوروش  was discovered under the 
foundation of a Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest time capsule on 
record.  It commemorates Cyrus’ victory over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out the rights of 
subjects in his expanding empire.  It is often commemorated as the oldest charter of human 
rights in the world. 
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Diplomatic Failures and Hopes 
Note from the Editor 

By Paul Barker 

On the 20th anniversary of the catastrophic US decision to launch an unprovoked and 
unjustified war against Iraq, it is worth sparing a few moments to ponder the opportunity 
costs of roads taken and roads not taken.  In the run-up to the invasion, we were told 
that the cost of the US invasion would be in the neighborhood of $200 billion, but not to 
worry, the grateful Iraqi people would pay for it.  Three trillion dollars and too much 
suffering later we should take such improbable claims with a large lump of salt.  With a 
wiser investment of $3 trillion over the ensuing two decades we could have been well on 
the way to addressing the unavoidable challenges of climate change and had resources 
to address a plethora of domestic priorities as well. 

The global winds of diplomacy have had a few interesting weeks.  The IAEA and Iran 
seem to have agreed on steps to restore some of the IAEA’s nuclear monitoring 
equipment.  If the Iranians prove insincere in this claim, they will likely face censure 



moves by the IAEA Board of Governors, and they will then have a predictably 
confrontational reaction to that – so let’s hope they are sincere this time. 
Building on two years of groundwork by Oman and Iraq, China finessed its way in to 
claim credit for an agreement between Iran and Saudi Arabia to restore diplomatic ties, 
with promises of forthcoming Saudi investments in Iran.  The implications of the 
agreement may be far-reaching and portend coming steps to end the war in Yemen and 
address other regional flash points.  China has remained on good terms with both Iran 
and Saudi Arabia and stands to benefit diplomatically and economically from this 
breakthrough.  The US has been thankfully appreciative of any diplomatic effort that 
reduces tensions in the region.  China has now played a role which the US is incapable 
of playing due to the latter’s propensity to take sides in so many conflicts. 
As Jimmy Carter nears the end of his life on this earth, the media have carried stories 
which remind us of the many largely forgotten accomplishments of his sole term in 
office.  Carter’s inability to resolve the Iran hostage crisis before the 1980 election was 
probably one of the main factors that led to Reagan’s victory.  We are now learning 
more about efforts of people aligned with the Reagan campaign to urge Iran not to 
release the hostages before the election, promising that a Reagan administration would 
offer more favorable terms.  During Carter’s term in office no wars were started and no 
foreigners died as a result of US military action.  Had the ill-fated hostage rescue 
attempt gotten as far as Tehran, that would have been changed.  Sometimes there are 
no good options. 

President Biden has revived Obama’s tradition of sending Nowruz greetings to the 
Iranian people.  This year a House Resolution is working its way through congress 
which would recognize the cultural and historical significance of Nowruz.  I hope the 
resolution passes and is well received in Iran.  We need things to celebrate, and what 
could be better than the opportunity of new beginnings celebrated on the first day of 
spring, the first day of the Persian new year.  Check it out: HRes 215: Recognizing the 
cultural and historical significance of Nowruz 
 
Iranian Politics 

How Iran’s religious classes are turning increasingly secular, Amwaj, 2023/2/21 

‘Radical Change Will Come’: Iranians Propose New Political System After Months 
Of Anti-Regime Protests, Goolnaz Esfandiari, 2023/2/19 

Activists and Survivors Announce Alliance for Justice, NIAC, 2023/2/24 
82 civil and political activists, along with survivors of Iranian government violence, have 
emphasized their commitment to human rights principles by publishing a text referred to 
as the “Litigation Agreement.” By clarifying their views, they have announced they will 
be forming a “basis for solidarity.” 
 
Saudi-Iran-China Agreement 

Saudi Arabia and Iran Agree to Re-establish Ties in Talks Hosted by China, Vivian 
Nereim, NYT, 2023/3/10 
Trita Parsi Twitter Comments 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/18/us/politics/jimmy-carter-october-surprise-iran-hostages.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/18/us/politics/jimmy-carter-october-surprise-iran-hostages.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/03/20/statement-from-president-joe-biden-marking-nowruz/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/215/text?s=1&r=64
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/215/text?s=1&r=64
https://amwaj.media/article/inside-story-how-iran-s-religious-classes-are-turning-increasingly-secular
https://www.juancole.com/2023/02/iranians-political-protests.html
https://www.juancole.com/2023/02/iranians-political-protests.html
https://www.niacouncil.org/human_rights_tracker/hrt-2-24/?ms=230225_hrt_c3&emci=5b18480a-86b4-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=00ee39c3-4cb5-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=221668
http://bidaran.info/spip.php?article501
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/10/world/middleeast/saudi-arabia-iran-reestablish-ties.html?smid=tw-share
https://twitter.com/tparsi/status/1634194778924494849


Saudi investment in Iran could happen 'very quickly' after agreement, Rachna 
Uppal, Reuters, 2023/3/15 
Trita Parsi comment: If true, then the Chinese brokered deal may prove much more 
than just a normalization agreement. It would be the end of "maximum pressure"... 

The Story Behind China’s Role in the Iran-Saudi Deal, Saeed Azimi, Stimson 
Center, 2023/3/13 

Top US diplomat: We encouraged Gulf allies to talk with Iran, Laura Rozen, 
2023/3/15 
Saudi Iran deal brokered by Beijing built on talks the Biden administration encouraged its 
Persian Gulf partners to pursue with Iran to deescalate regional tensions, end Yemen war.  

China brokers Iran-Saudi Arabia detente, raising eyebrows in Washington, John 
Hudson, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Dan Lamothe, WAPO, 2023/3/10 
Matt Duss: “Anything that lowers the temperature between Iran and Saudi Arabia and lessens 
the possibility of conflict is a good thing.  It’s also a potentially encouraging sign that countries in 
the region can pursue such initiatives without requiring lots of goodies and guarantees from the 
U.S.”  

What the Saudi-Iran Deal Means for the Middle East, Isaac Chotiner, New Yorker, 
2023/3/14 
Brokered by China, the agreement between the two regional rivals reflects shifting 
economic—and ideological—alignments. 

NIAC Statement in Reaction to Iran-Saudi Deal, Ryan Costello, 2023/3/10 

Bahrain, Iran held ‘low-profile exchanges’ amid Iranian-Saudi détente, Amwaj, 
2023/3/13 
 
Diplomacy  

2023 Annual Threat Assessment, Office of Director of National Intelligence, 
2023/2/6.  Pages 17-19 focus on Iran. 

It’s Time for a “Future Of Iran Project”, Michael Rubin, 2023/3/3 

Biden’s Iran policy makes no sense, Daniel Larison, 2023/3/7 
Declaring that nuclear talks won’t resume as long as Tehran is helping Russia in 
Ukraine is more than self-defeating — it’s reckless. 
South Korean precedent could help resolve IAEA Iran safeguards probe, Kelsey 
Davenport, Stimson Center, 2023/3/1 
Creative and flexible diplomacy can ensure that information is provided while giving Iran 
a face-saving path to cooperation 

Like it or not, Biden must engage Iran to avoid a nuclear crisis, Thomas M. 
Countryman, The Hill, 2023/3/1  

After snub, Iran slams Munich Security Conference for thwarting dialogue, 
Amwaj, 2023/2/21 

The West Must Do More to Prevent Conflict With Iran,  Julien Barnes-Dacey, and Ellie 
Geranmayeh, Foreign Policy, 2023/3/3 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/saudi-investment-iran-could-happen-very-quickly-after-agreement-minister-2023-03-15/
https://twitter.com/tparsi/status/1636057019428864002
https://www.stimson.org/2023/the-story-behind-chinas-role-in-the-iran-saudi-deal/
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=66959&post_id=108675521&utm_source=post-email-title&isFreemail=true&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMDc5MDkyNjIsInBvc3RfaWQiOjEwODY3NTUyMSwiaWF0IjoxNjc4OTIxMDM2LCJleHAiOjE2ODE1MTMwMzYsImlzcyI6InB1Yi02Njk1OSIsInN1YiI6InBvc3QtcmVhY3Rpb24ifQ.ubGq9jzTYZMaOhVMgsatz6rpjLRUo_kOMyS_shV2hGE
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/03/10/china-saudi-iran-deal/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/what-the-saudi-iran-deal-means-for-the-middle-east?utm_source=nl&utm_brand=tny&utm_mailing=TNY_Daily_031523&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_medium=email&utm_term=tny_daily_digest&bxid=5dc2fb206c28c70e2b59080b&cndid=59105004&hasha=c42fd7cae986c4dbe21bd1276af74cc8&hashb=17afc966f6fe0eaf4eb5f6f87002e2dd7936f9e6&hashc=c05950ee63f09d8dbfd8f53a2a27a4e3c6cfb5e5c5b120f4c0ae1d66e156c7fd&esrc=bounceX
https://www.niacouncil.org/press_room/niac-statement-in-reaction-to-iran-saudi-deal/
https://amwaj.media/article/exclusive-bahrain-iran-held-low-profile-exchanges-amid-iranian-saudi-detente
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/ATA-2023-Unclassified-Report.pdf
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2023/03/its-time-for-a-future-of-iran-project/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2023/03/07/bidens-iran-policy-makes-no-sense/
https://www.stimson.org/2023/south-korean-precedent-could-help-resolve-iaea-iran-safeguards-probe/
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/3879089-like-it-or-not-biden-must-engage-iran-to-avoid-a-nuclear-crisis/
https://amwaj.media/media-monitor/after-snub-iran-slams-munich-security-conference-for-thwarting-dialogue
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/03/03/biden-eu-iran-nuclear-prevent-war/


Pentagon Developed Contingency Plan for War with Iran. Kem Klippenstein, The 
Intercept, 2023/3/1 
In January, the US and Israel conducted the largest joint military exercise in history. 

A Common-sense Policy on Iran, Barbara Slavin, Stimson Center, 2023/2/8 
 
Nuclear Developments 

Nuclear Proliferation in the Middle East Beyond Iran, Barbara Slavin, Kelsey 
Davenport, Mark Fitzpatrick, Chen Zak Kane, Mahsa Rouhi, Panel discussion at 
Stimson Center, 2023/3/14 
Twitter feed with highlights of the panel 

Putin holds arms treaty ‘hostage’ to war on Ukraine, Laura Rozen, 2023/2/22 

Nuclear arms control is the latest casualty of Russian war on Ukraine, as Putin suspends 
Russian participation in New START treaty. 
Russian diplomats officials who previously proved constructive in the Iran nuclear negotiations 
now often seem to be tasked with justifying whatever decision the Kremlin has made after the 
fact—most recently, Putin’s decision to suspend Russia’s participation in New START. 

Iran acknowledges accusation it enriched uranium to 84%, Jon Gambrell, AP, 
2023/2/23 
Iran is directly acknowledging an accusation attributed to international inspectors that it enriched 
uranium to 84% purity for the first time, which would put the Islamic Republic closer than ever to 
weapons-grade material 

IAEA chief says agreement struck with Iran to restore cameras, increase 
inspections at Fordo, Laura Rozen, Diplomatic Subtrack, 2023/3/4 

U.S., Europe Split on Response to Iran’s Near-Weapons-Grade Nuclear 
Enrichment, Laurence Norman, 2023/3/2 

Anti-aircraft fire, talk of ‘Plan B’ in Iran as drama at IAEA lurks, Amwaj, 2023/2/23 
 
Missiles and Drones 

Assessing the threat of Iran’s drone carriers, MEI, 2023/3/7 

Overview: Iran’s Drone Fleet, USIP, 2023/3/1 
Iran’s interest in drones goes back to the Iran-Iraq war in the mid-1980s. During the 
war, air power was important, but the attrition rates for crewed combat aircraft were 
high. Drones let Iran fill some of these roles with a much cheaper, much easier to 
manufacture capability.  
Roster of Iran’s Drones, USIP, 2023/3/1 
By 2023, Iran had a domestic industry that produced an arsenal of advanced drones 
used for surveillance, reconnaissance and combat. The drones have become one of 
the greatest threats to Iran’s rivals and U.S. allies in the Middle East, reflected in the 
2019 Iranian drone and cruise missile attack on Saudi Arabia’s largest oil processing 
facility. 
Iran’s Deepening Strategic Alliance with Russia, USIP, 2023/3/1 
Since mid-2022, Iran has become Russia’s top military backer, according to John Kirby 

https://theintercept.com/2023/03/01/us-israel-iran-war-plan/
https://www.stimson.org/2023/a-common-sense-policy-on-iran/
https://www.stimson.org/event/nuclear-proliferation-in-the-middle-east-beyond-iran/
https://twitter.com/barbaraslavin1/status/1635710593272250372
https://diplomatic.substack.com/p/putin-holds-arms-treaty-hostage-to
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/iran-acknowledges-accusation-enriched-uranium-84-97409942
https://diplomatic.substack.com/p/iaea-chief-says-agreement-struck
https://diplomatic.substack.com/p/iaea-chief-says-agreement-struck
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-europe-split-on-response-to-irans-near-weapons-grade-nuclear-enrichment-930a7a08
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-europe-split-on-response-to-irans-near-weapons-grade-nuclear-enrichment-930a7a08
https://amwaj.media/media-monitor/deep-dive-anti-aircraft-fire-talk-of-plan-b-in-iran-as-drama-at-iaea-lurks
https://www.mei.edu/publications/assessing-threat-irans-drone-carriers
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/01/history-iran%E2%80%99s-drone-fleet
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/02/roster-iran%E2%80%99s-drones
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/feb/24/iran%E2%80%99s-deepening-strategic-alliance-russia


of the National Security Council. Iran’s decision to aid Russia in the war on Ukraine 
reflected the expanding strategic alliance with Moscow. Since August, Iran has 
provided Russia with hundreds of drones, including the Shahed-136 suicide drone and 
the Mohajer-6 reconnaissance and strike drone. In November, Iran shipped artillery 
and tank rounds as well. 
Timeline: Iran-Russia Collaboration on Drones, USIP, 2023/3/1 
In August 2022, Iran’s supply of lethal drones to Russia sparked international interest 
and alarm. By December, Iran supplied more than 1,700 drones capable of suicide 
bombings, surveillance and intelligence, and combat. By early 2023, Tehran and 
Moscow had reportedly developed plans to produce some 6,000 Iranian models at a 
new facility in Russia. 
Explainer: Iran’s Drone Exports Worldwide, USIP, 2023/3/1 
Iran has developed a robust drone industry after decades of importing defense 
equipment for domestic use by both security and military forces. By the fall of 2022, 
Tehran had also exported drones or drone technology to at least five countries on four 
continents as well as to at least seven proxy militias in the Middle East.  

 

 

American Parts in Iranian Drones, USIP, 2023/3/1 
The majority of components in the drones used by Russia against Ukraine appear to be 
U.S.-made. Some 77 percent of parts in one Shahed-136 were U.S.-made, according to 
Ukrainian intelligence. They were produced by 13 American companies. The other 
components were made in Canada, China, Japan, Switzerland or Taiwan. 

IRGC unveils new missile, talks up ‘hypersonic’ arms in warning to Israel, Amwaj, 
2023/2/27 

House hearing showcases UAE and Bahrain funding at the witness table, Eli Clifton, 
Responsible Statecraft, 2023/3/9 
All three witnesses on the ‘Abraham Accords’ have connections and/or financial ties to 
signatories of the deal. 

Why Iran-Russia space collaboration is reaching new heights, Amwaj, 2023/2/27 
 

Protest 

Dozens of arrests in response to anti-government slogans on Chaharshanbeh 

Suri, NIAC, 2023/3/15 

Outraged Over Illnesses Among Schoolgirls, Iranians Return to Streets, Farnaz 
Fassihi, NYT, 2023/3/7 

Their Hair Long and Flowing or in Ponytails, Women in Iran Flaunt Their Locks, 
Farnaz Fassihi, 2023/2/25 

Protests have brought Iran’s ethnic minorities & Persian majority closer, Fatemeh 
Aman, Stimson Center, 2023/2/27 
Most Iranians once gave little thought to the peripheral ethnic minority areas of their 
country, but that has changed since the killing of Mahsa Amini. 

Behind bars, women of Iran's Evin prison refuse to give in, AFP, 2023/3/2 

https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/01/timeline-iran-russia-collaboration-drones
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2022/nov/16/explainer-iran%E2%80%99s-drone-exports-worldwide
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/01/explainer-american-parts-iranian-drones
https://www.cnn.com/2023/01/04/politics/iranian-drone-parts-13-us-companies-ukraine-russia/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/01/04/politics/iranian-drone-parts-13-us-companies-ukraine-russia/index.html
https://amwaj.media/media-monitor/iran-talks-up-missile-capability-in-warning-to-israel
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2023/03/09/house-hearing-showcases-uae-funding-at-the-witness-table/
https://amwaj.media/article/why-iran-russia-space-collaboration-is-reaching-new-heights
https://amwaj.media/article/why-iran-russia-space-collaboration-is-reaching-new-heights
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/saudi-relations-mousavi-prisoners-and-more/?ms=230315_iu_c3&emci=a17d82dc-3dc3-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=2c144d59-48c3-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=221668#3anchor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaharshanbe_Suri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaharshanbe_Suri
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/07/world/middleeast/iran-poison-schoolgirls-protests.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/25/world/middleeast/iran-women-hijab-hair.html
https://www.stimson.org/2023/protests-have-brought-irans-ethnic-minorities-persian-majority-closer/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20230302-behind-bars-women-of-iran-s-evin-prison-refuse-to-give-in


Polling 
 
2023 National Public Opinion Survey of the Iranian American Community, PAAIA 

Connections & Communications with Family in Iran  
• Connections between the Iranian American community and family in Iran remain close. 

Almost half of survey respondents (47%) have an immediate family member in Iran, and 
only 6% have no family there.  

• Communication between Iranian Americans and their connections in Iran is robust, despite 
recent barriers created by the Iranian government. 80% report they are having a negative 
impact on their communications. More than 4 in 10 communicate with family and friends in 
Iran at least several times per-week.  

• More than 9 in 10 Iranian Americans expressed concern about personal safety of their 
family and friends in Iran.  

• The importance of easing immigration and tourist visas is significant for Iranian 
Americans. An overwhelming 92% support the outline of the Temporary Family Visitation 
Act (TFVA).  

U.S. - Iran Relations  
• When asked about President Biden’s handling of U.S.-Iran relations, 75% of Iranian 

American respondents give the President negative ratings, while only 23% give his handling 
of Iran positive ratings. Political party affiliation makes no difference to the attitudes of 
respondents.  

• The top issue for Iranian Americans with respect to U.S.-Iran relations, regardless of party 
affiliation, continues to be the promotion of human rights and democracy in Iran (51%). This 
is followed by “promoting regime change” (41%) – up 16 points from 2020. 

• When asked which option Iranian Americans favor regarding making a deal with 
Iran, 41% prefer a more comprehensive deal that would address Iran's nuclear ambitions, its 
regional engagement, and human rights violations, while 38% reject the notion of deal-
making altogether. Support for returning to the JCPOA has been cut in half (15%) since 
2020.  

• 9 in 10 respondents believe the recent protests will make a positive contribution to Iran’s 
socio-political evolution and are in favor of the U.S. government doing something to support 
the protestors. But there is no clear consensus on how best to accomplish this, with 
supporting Internet access (38%) and banning Iran’s leadership and their families from 
getting visas to the U.S. (34%) as the top two choices.  

Iran’s Government & Leadership  
• A parliamentary democracy/republic (60%) remains the preferred type of government for 

Iran. Half of respondents believe a grassroots democratic movement is the approach most 
likely to move Iran toward a more democratic society followed by covert/military action (18%). 
The two least preferred options among survey respondents are reform through current 
political structure (17%) and economic sanctions (13%). 

• Human rights attorney Nasrin Sotoudeh (+26%), Crown Prince Reza Pahlavi (+20%), and 
Iranian soccer coach and former player Ali Karimi (+20) are the Iranian leaders with the 
highest net favorability, while Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi (-55%), Leader of the MEK and 
the National Council of Resistance Maryam Rajavi (-46%), and former reformist politician and 
prime minister Mir-Hossein Mousavi (-36%) have the lowest. 

 

Region 

China, Russia, Iran hold joint naval drills in Gulf of Oman, AP, 2023/3/15 

https://paaia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023-PAAIA-Survey.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/china-russia-iran-naval-drills-oman-gulf-9f515b3246e4cbe0d98a35e8399dc177


Rumors that Saudi Arabia and Iran have agreed to end of conflict in Yemen, 
2023/3/14 

By caving to Israel, Biden opens the door to war, Trita Parsi, 2023/2/21 
Unlike any of his predecessors, the president seems to be openly courting the idea of 
Israeli military confrontation with Iran. 

Israel’s Dangerous Shadow War With Iran, Dalia Dassa Kaye, Foreign Affairs, 
2023/2/27 

The Iraq War was dominated by groupthink and absolutely no humility, Emile Nakhleh, 
2023/2/27 
As a result, Washington policymakers barreled in 20 years ago with no real awareness 
of what would happen. 

Why does Saudi Arabia want to acquire the nuclear fuel cycle? Ludovica Castelli, 
2023/3/3 
As the head of the IAEA visits Iran, concerns are also rising about Saudi nuclear 
intentions and inadequate safeguards 

Why Russia is no longer Iran-Israel de-escalator in Syria, Hamidreza Azizi, Amwaj, 
2023/3/8 
 
IT / Media 

In twist, Saudi media slam Palestine, acknowledge Iran over Asian Cup, Amwaj, 
2023/2/21 

A NATO Minnow Reels From Cyberattacks Linked to Iran,  Andrew Higgins, 
2023/2/25 
 
Environment 

Iran discovers world’s second largest lithium reserve, The Cradle, 2023/23/2 
Iran's lithium deposits are estimated at 8.5 million metric tons, which would make it the 
world's second largest lithium reserve after Chile 
 
Economy 

Record-setting Inflation, NIAC, 2023/2/24 

Will transit become Iran’s new top revenue generator? Amwaj, 2023/3/7 

How Iraq caused a currency crisis by paying Iran in dinars, Suadad al-Salhy, 
Middle East Eye, 2023/3/4 
Desperate to avoid power shortages, Kadhimi's government gave Iran billions of dinars. US 
sanctions however mean it can no longer access the dinars it needs 
 
Advocacy 

Letter to Biden re Ambassador Nides dangerous endorsement of Israeli action against Iran.  
The 45 org-letter, pasted and linked below, urges President Biden to walk back Amb. Nides' 
worrying comments on Israel and Iran. The complete letter can be found on FCNL's site here. 
Also, see this write-up in Haaretz. 

https://twitter.com/Iranobserver01/status/1635336881637584896?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1635336881637584896%7Ctwgr%5Ee483811b487cff988f5f5adfd030b14c42cb106f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nakedcapitalism.com%2F2023%2F03%2Flinks-3-14-2023.html
https://twitter.com/Iranobserver01/status/1635336881637584896?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1635336881637584896%7Ctwgr%5Ee483811b487cff988f5f5adfd030b14c42cb106f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nakedcapitalism.com%2F2023%2F03%2Flinks-3-14-2023.html
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2023/02/21/by-caving-to-israel-biden-opens-the-door-to-war/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/israels-dangerous-shadow-war-iran?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=fatoday&utm_campaign=Israel%E2%80%99s%20Dangerous%20Shadow%20War%20With%20Iran&utm_content=20230227&utm_term=FA%20Today%20-%20112017
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2023/02/27/two-decades-later-what-has-the-us-learned-from-the-iraq-invasion/
https://www.stimson.org/2023/why-does-saudi-arabia-want-to-acquire-the-nuclear-fuel-cycle/
https://amwaj.media/article/why-russia-is-no-longer-iran-israel-de-escalator-in-syria
https://amwaj.media/media-monitor/in-twist-saudi-media-slam-palestine-acknowledge-iran-over-asian-cup
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/25/world/europe/albania-iran-nato-cyberattacks.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://thecradle.co/article-view/22122/iran-discovers-worlds-second-largest-lithium-reserve
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/iu-02-22/?ms=230222_iu_c3&emci=71132782-c1b2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=5fd1134e-c7b2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=221668#3anchor
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March 8, 2023 
President Joseph R. Biden 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Biden, 

We, the undersigned organizations, write to express deep concern about recent comments from 
the United States Ambassador to Israel. Addressing the Conference of Presidents of Major 
Jewish Organizations summit in Jerusalem on February 19, Ambassador Nides told the crowd, 
“Israel can and should do whatever they need to deal with [Iran] and we’ve got their back.” It’s 
critical that you clarify that these comments do not reflect U.S. policy towards Iran for the sake 
of regional stability, future diplomacy, and respect for Congress' constitutional responsibility for 
war powers. 

In both the United States and Israel, there is a vigorous debate about how best to ensure Iran 
does not secure nuclear weapons. Reports indicate that Israeli military planners are seriously 
considering the possibility of a bombing campaign against Iran - with or without the United 
States. As press reports of previous U.S. war games revealed, such Israeli action is likely to 
quickly escalate into a broader regional war – one that would be “hell on earth” if it pulled in the 
United States. In this context, publicly or even privately offering unconditional U.S. support for 
unspecified military action by Israel, or any ally, sets an extremely dangerous precedent and 
risks further escalation. If the failed Trump administration campaign of “maximum pressure” 
opened the door to the Iranian government increasing its enrichment activities, then a bombing 
campaign against Iran would only make certain that it eventually secures nuclear weapons, 
completely undermining a core U.S. security objective, while also setting back Iran’s grassroots 
movement for democracy and human rights. The United States must make its opposition to the 
military option known, publicly and privately. 

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution is clear. Only Congress has the authority to declare 
war. The framers gave Congress this power to ensure that the American people, through their 
elected representatives, have a say in the extraordinary decision of whether to choose war. 
Congress has not authorized military action against Iran, and Ambassador Nides’ loose talk 
raises concerns that the administration may again ignore Congress’ constitutional role, and the 
public’s clear preference, by rushing into a conflict over which the people and their 
representatives have no say. 

The human costs of a military operation that ignites a broader war would be staggering and 
tragic. Thousands of American troops are stationed in the region, many in the direct line of fire if 
Iran and its proxies were to mount large-scale retaliations in response to Israeli attacks. It was 
only two years ago when Iranian missile strikes battered a U.S. base in Iraq, seriously injuring 
more than 100 troops. Beyond U.S. casualties, such a conflict would threaten untold numbers of 
communities in Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and possibly beyond – nations already in the throes 
of civil conflict, economic collapse, or both. If a wider regional conflict were to break out, many 
more civilian and military casualties would be certain to follow in Israel and across U.S. 
positions throughout the region. 

Given Tehran’s past aggression directed at American and allied assets and its ongoing threats 
to retaliate in response to military action, it is confounding, then, that Ambassador Nides implied 
that Israel’s unilateral decision-making would bind U.S. foreign policy. The United States should 



never outsource its foreign policy to other states – to do so would be highly irresponsible and an 
abdication of the government’s responsibility to protect the American people. 
We are concerned the Israeli government will perceive these remarks as tacit approval for 
military action, even when such action most likely will damage U.S. national security interests, 
further embroil our military in regional conflict, and prevent future diplomacy. This month marks 
the 20th anniversary of the disastrous U.S. decision to invade Iraq, which should give 
policymakers real pause about the unforeseen consequences of a seemingly limited and short-
term military operation. We therefore urge you to immediately clarify publicly that Ambassador 
Nides’ comments do not reflect current administration policy and that the United States does not 
support Israel starting war with Iran. 

Sincerely, 

Action Corps, American Friends Service Committee, Americans for Justice in Palestine Action, 

Antiwar.com, Benedictines for Peace, Center for International Policy, Churches for Middle East 

Peace, CODEPINK, C ommonDefense.us, Community Peacemaker Teams, Demand Progress, 

Education Fund, Environmentalists Against War, Fellowship of Reconciliation, Freedom 

Forward, Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), Global Ministries of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ, Global Zero, Historians for Peace and 

Democracy, If Not Now, Just Foreign Policy, Justice Democrats, MADRE, Maryknoll Office for 
Global Concerns, Mennonite Central Committee U.S., MPower Change, National Iranian 
American Council (NIAC), Neighbors for Peace, Partners for Palestine, Peace Action, Peace 
Corps Iran Association (PCIA), Physicians for Social Responsibility, Ploughshares Fund, 
Presbyterian Church (USA), Progressive Democrats of America, Project South, Quincy Institute 
for Responsible Statecraft, ReThinking Foreign Policy, RootsAction.org, Secure Families 
Initiative, Sojourners, The United Methodist Church – General Board of Church and Society, 
United for Peace and Justice, Win Without War, World BEYOND War, Yemen Freedom Council, 
Yemen Relief and Reconstruction Foundation 

 

Legislation 

Senate votes to proceed with repeal of authorizations for Iraq, Gulf wars, Brad 
Dress, The Hill, 2023/3/16 
 
Sanctions 

Marking International Women’s Day, Treasury Sanctions Iranian Officials and Entities for 
Serious Human Rights Abuses, US Treasury Department, 2023/3/8 

US Sanctions “Shadow Banking” Network, USIP, The Iran Primer, 2023/3/9 

US Sanctions Firms Supplying Drone Parts, USIP The Iran Primer, 2023/3/9 
 
History 

Iranians are done with Kings and Ayatollahs, and look back to Mosaddegh for a 
Way forward,    Fariba Amini, 2023/3/17 

A Four-Decade Secret: One Man’s Story of Sabotaging Carter’s Re-election, Peter 
Baker, NYT, 2023/3/18 

https://thehill.com/policy/defense/3903667-senate-votes-to-proceed-with-repeal-of-authorizations-for-iraq-gulf-wars/?emci=9f4a9f37-75c4-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=15c16186-c1c4-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=10679620
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1327
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1327
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/09/us-sanctions-%E2%80%9Cshadow-banking%E2%80%9D-network
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2023/mar/09/us-sanctions-firms-supplying-iran-drone-maker
https://www.juancole.com/2023/03/iranians-ayatollahs-mosaddegh.html
https://www.juancole.com/2023/03/iranians-ayatollahs-mosaddegh.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/18/us/politics/jimmy-carter-october-surprise-iran-hostages.html


A prominent Texas politician said he unwittingly took part in a 1980 tour of the Middle 
East with a clandestine agenda. 

US invasion of Iraq was a mixed blessing for Iran, Javad Heiran-Nia, Stimson 
Center, 2023/3/17 
The U.S.'s toppling of Saddam Hussein allowed Iran to expand its regional influence, 
but it also caused backlash that spurred terrorism and threatened territorial integrity 

In U.S.-Led Iraq War, Iran Was the Big Winner, Vivian Yee and Alissa Rubin, NYT, 
2023/3/19 
In the 20 years since the United States invaded Iraq, Iran has built up loyal militias 
inside Iraq, gained deep political influence in the country and reaped economic benefits. 
For Washington, these were unintended consequences. 
Paul Barker Comment: Americans forget the contours of US-Iran relations in 2001-
2003.  Iran showed great sympathy with Americans for the great injustices suffered in the 9-11 
attacks; they were generous in their offers of assistance to the US-led project in Afghanistan; 
they set out a comprehensive offer to address historical conflicts in the region, going beyond 
Iran-US tensions.  Bush in his "wisdom" responded by calling Iran part of an Axis of Evil.  Those 
opportunities have never fully surfaced.  Despite all that, the net result of our hostility towards 
Iran has, in unanticipated, ways enhanced its regional influence. 
 
ADVOCACY MISSION STATEMENT 
Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and Iranians through 
education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in Iran. 
ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT 
Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, and cultural diplomacy. 

PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding Principles for our advocacy efforts 
toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, and their peoples. 
1.   Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship, inclusiveness and world 
peace.  As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.  
2.    Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and their citizens.  
3.    Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties reinforces international 
cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict.  . 
4.    Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues. 
5.    Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts.  Peace is built and sustained through voluntary agreement and consent. 

GROUND RULES: 
1.    The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this subject.  It is a way to share 
ideas, information, and opportunities for action.  The Bulletin is archived on the website. 
2.    PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication.   The editor decides which articles are selected for publication. 
Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s Mission, Values, and Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the 
current state of Iran advocacy issues, may be posted in PCIA’s Facebook group.  
3.  Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question answered, "I consent/do 
not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin distribution and PCIA archives."  If consent is given, 
statements issued to the public will be identified as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board. 
4.   Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help readers understand issues.  
5.    The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based.  Whenever possible citations and 
links to web-based articles should be included in the articles. 
6.   Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board positions.  However, members of the 
Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be 

posted in the Advocacy Bulletin will be identified as such.   

The opinions of the in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the board of PCIA.  Contributions 
to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to the editor at Advocate@peacecorpsiran.org. 
Donations to PCIA Welcome: In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps Iran Association, 

please consider making a donation. 
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