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From The Field - PCIA Board Newsletter 

August, 2022 

 

“Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field. I will meet you there.” 

Jalal ad-Din Rumi 



  

Ja-ye Jackie (Jackie’s Place) 

By Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) 

  

Building the Beloved Community 

 

It’s now been two months since Mike (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) and I 

moved to our retirement community here in southwest Portland. We have 

unpacked the boxes, hung the paintings on the walls, and are enjoying meeting 

people. There are many former Peace Corps volunteers here, and we seem to fit 

right in. I have even been invited to give my Iran talk/slideshow in October. We 

are becoming part of the community. 

  

The experience has led me to reflect on Martin Luther King’s concept of the 

Beloved Community, his global vision for an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and 

brotherhood, in which peace with justice prevails over war and military conflict. 

  

Because peace begins at home, I have been looking for ways to participate in, and 

help build, the Beloved Community here at our new home, by volunteering and 

connecting. I am also aware that by sharing my Iran story with those around me, I 

am helping to expand the Beloved Community in the world. My message is always 

about the Iranian people, how they love Americans and want nothing more than to 

be productive, happy members of their society and that of the greater world. 

Because most Americans don’t know this, I can contribute to improved 

understanding on the part of Americans. I can’t save the world by myself, but I 

can do my own small part for the Beloved Community. 

  

Peace, 

Jackie 

   

 

 



 

Dooreh-ye Ketaab, PCIA's Book Discussion Group 

By Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) and Jim Goode (Tuyserkan, 1968-71) 

  

Here are the remaining titles to be read and discussed in 2022’s Dooreh (book 

group). 

 

• September 14 - Bakhash, Shaul. The Fall of Reza Shah: The Abdication, Exile, and 

Death of Modern Iran's Founder. I.B. Tauris, 2021. Paperback edition, May 2022. 

 

• November 9 - Gaughan, Joan (Lahijan, Rasht, 1964-66) The Shuster Mission to 

Iran: Leaving Something Worthwhile Behind. Real Nice Books, 2021. 

 

Doorehs are held in odd-numbered months, on the second Wednesday, at 5:00pm 

Pacific (8:00pm Eastern). 

 

A Zoom link will be emailed to you close to the meeting date. If you have never 

attended a Dooreh, please email Doug Schermer (Semnan, Shahrud, 1966-67) 

doug@peacecorpsiran.org to ask for that Zoom link. If you have attended previously, we 

have you in the list, you're good. 

  

Looking forward to seeing you at a Dooreh! 

Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz, 1974-76) and Jim Goode (Tuyserkan, 1968-71) 

   

 

 

 

Iran Issues Discussion Group 

 

Monday, August 22, 5:00pm Pacific (8:00pm Eastern) Moderated by John 

Salamack (Bojnurd, 1965-67). This is a monthly virtual friendly discussion of 

current events having to do with Iran. All are welcome. Meetings are held on 

Zoom, on the fourth Monday of every month. If you have never attended the PCIA 
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Iran Issues Discussion Group and would like to receive the Zoom link, let us know. 

Questions? Email John Salamack. 

   

 

 

 

Advocacy. Paul Barker (Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran, 1971-76)  

• PCIA was one of 29 organizations calling on the U.S. Senate to pass a key 

amendment to investigate the effectiveness and humanitarian impact of 

U.S. sanctions. Read about it here. 

• As yet another round of diplomacy in Vienna starts, it is useful to note that 

a very solid majority of Americans still support a diplomatic resolution of 

differences with Iran and oppose military threats and confrontation. Fresh 

polling from Data for Progress indicates that likely voters in the U.S. across 

parties overwhelmingly support a diplomatic solution to contain Iran’s 

nuclear program. According to the new data, 67 percent of voters – 

including over half of Republican respondents – voiced support for the 

administration’s effort to secure an agreement. Voters Favor Diplomacy, 

Not War, When It Comes to Stopping Iran’s Nuclear Program, Grace 

Adcox, 2022/8/3 

 

 

 

Board News  

• Board Welcomes 2 New Members. Last month, two new members were 

added to the PCIA Board of Directors: Barb Deekle (Zahedan, 1968-70) and 

Chuck Kaminski (Kermanshah, 1969-71). Welcome to both! 

        The board also said farewell to Joe Mangi (Malayer, 1966-68). Thank you, 

Joe.  
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• Conference. From PCIA President Jeanette Gottlieb (Noshahr, Hamadan, 1965-67)  

         Mark your calendar for the 2023 PCIA conference - May 25 to 27 (Memorial 

Day weekend) at the David Rubenstein Forum at the University of Chicago. 

Questions? Email Jeanette – jeanette@peacecorpsiran.org or Doug - 

doug@peacecorpsiran.org  

• Help Needed  

o Genna Wangsness, PCIA Historian (Shiraz, Tehran, 1965-71). 

The Peace Corps Iran history has been submitted to a designer to 

put into book form. If you have a photo or two of your time in Iran 

that you would like to submit for consideration, scan and attach 

them to me at genna@peacecorpsiran.org. They should be of you in Iran 

and relate directly to work you were doing. They should be crisp and 

clear and of high resolution. Close up photos show up better than 

distant views. Color photos will be converted to black and 

white.  There is no guarantee your photo will be included, since we 

are limited in the number we can include. Email me with any 

questions: genna@peacecorpsiran.org. 

o Chuck Kaminski, Future of PCIA co-chair (Kermanshah, 1969-

71). Once again, PCIA is looking at applying for funding assistance, 

this time with our upcoming conference. If you or someone you 

know has grantwriting experience and can help us out, please email 

Chuck Kaminski – charleskaminski23@gmail.com or Jeanette Gottlieb – 

jeanette@peacecorpsiran.org. 

   

 

 

 

Member News 

 

John Newton's An American in Revolutionary Iran will soon be available through Itasca 
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Books. After eight years of Peace Corps Iran service (Mashhad 64-66; field officer 66-69; desk 

officer 69-72), John was recruited in 1975 by Time, Inc., to help establish a Persian language 

publishing company in Tehran. After a look back at his PC years, the book describes his 

adventures during the buildup to shah's departure and Khomeini's triumphant return. 

 

John is looking for members to read and provide brief reviews of the book for Amazon and 

physical booksellers, like Barnes and Noble. To volunteer, please contact John at 

newtonjohnk@hotmail.com. 

   

 

 

 

We Get Mail  

• From Museum of the Peace Corps Experience 

The Museum of the Peace Corps Experience announces a search for a part-

time director. This person will help shape a compelling vision, increase the 

Museum’s revenue, guide fundraising and expanding programs, and work with 

volunteer members. Responsibilities include: communications, website 

development, donor cultivation, and managing the Museum’s exhibits, as well as 

its growing collection of objects and stories. 

 

We encourage Museum members [and members of the Peace Corps community] 

to forward the position description to qualified candidates. Full position description 

is available on the Museum website. Applications will be reviewed beginning August 

15, 2022. For information: pcmuseumhr@gmail.com  

• From David Hartsough, author of Waging Peace: Global Adventures of a 

Lifelong Activist, PM Press 2014. (Available at www.pmpress.org) 

       This is to alert you to an important peacemaking opportunity: 
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Virtual Demonstration at Livermore Nuclear Weapons Labs on Saturday, 

Hiroshima Day, Aug 6 and on Nagasaki Day, Tuesday Aug. 9 starting at 9am on 

both days. Whistleblower Daniel Elsberg; a Hibakusha (survivor) from Nagasaki; a 

peacemaker from Russia; and Marilea Kelley of Tri Valley Cares will be speaking. Now 

more than ever we must speak out against the game of nuclear chicken that the 

US, Russia, and China are playing and which could kill hundreds of millions or 

billions of people. Here is the link: https://trivalleycares.org/2022/program-updates-for-

hiroshima-and-nagasaki-commemoration 

   

 

 

  

Shopping on Amazon? 

 

Check out AmazonSmile. It’s a simple and automatic way to support PCIA, at no cost 

to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same prices and 

shopping experience as at Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to PCIA. 

   

 

 

  

Submit Your Photos 

 

Each month, From the Field features a photo submitted by one of our members. 

We invite you to submit your own photos of Iran, from either your Peace Corps 

years or recent trips. Send to jackie@peacecorpsiran.org. 

 

Thanks to everyone who has submitted recently, and keep ‘em coming! 
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Find Us on Facebook 

 

For some time, we have had a lively Facebook group, with over 400 members. 

We post articles, photos, questions, and comments about Peace Corps in Iran or 

Iran itself. We invite you to click here and ask to join. Be sure and answer the 

membership question you will see there. We will accept your request within a day 

or two, and you’re in! 

 

We also have a Facebook page, open to the whole world. Located here, this is a 

public page that features news about Iran and PCIA. We add photos and videos 

regularly. The purpose of the FB page is to engage our visitors to consider Iran 

with a more complete and nuanced view, in the spirit of Peace Corps' Third Goal. 

Hope to see you participating in both of our Facebook venues. Invite your friends 

too! 

   

 

 

  

We Accept Donations 

 

Supporting PCIA with your donations is crucial to our success because we don’t 

charge dues. Donations support our biannual conferences (our next one is 

tentatively planned for Chicago in the spring or summer of 2023), as well as our 

many other advocacy, legacy, civic engagement, publishing, and member 

connection projects. If you are proud of your Peace Corps experience and believe 

that PCIA leverages and amplifies your ideals and your voice as an RPCV, we invite 

you to donate as you are able, either through PayPal or by printing this form 

and mailing it with a check. We are grateful. 
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Membership 

  

Membership in PCIA is free (no dues). We welcome everyone who shares our 

values of peace, diplomacy, cultural understanding, and preserving the legacy of 

Peace Corps Iran. Members do not need to have served in the Peace Corps or lived 

in Iran. To become a member, click here. You will find that you must first join the 

National Peace Corps Association (it's also free), and in doing so, you will then 

have the opportunity to join PCIA. 

   

 

 

 

PCIA Mission Statement 

  

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between 

Americans and Iranians through outreach, education, and advocacy, and upholds 

the legacy of Peace Corps in Iran.   Adopted February, 2017. 

  

Peace Corps Iran Association is a registered 501c3 nonprofit based in 

Portland, OR. We are affiliated with the National Peace Corps Association. 

  

Title: From the Field comes from the Rumi quote at the top of each issue: “Out 

beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field. I will meet you there.” 

Jalal ad-Din Rumi. The idea is that PCIA is operating in a field that is outside of the 

conflict between our two governments as to who is right and wrong. In that field 

we meet all those who, like us, find the conflict detrimental and irrelevant in the 

friendship between the American and Iranian peoples. This newsletter is sent from 

that field. 
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PCIA Board  

• Jeanette Gottlieb, President (Noshahr, Hamadan, 1965-67) 

• Jackie Spurlock, Vice-President; Dooreh Co-leader; From the Field Editor 

(Abadeh,Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) 

• Ed Seiders, Treasurer (Noshahr, Chalus, 1967-69) 

• Marie Mitchell, Secretary (Mahalat, 1974-75) 

• Barb Deekle (Zahedan, 1968-70) 

• Bill Brandon, Future of PCIA Task Force Co-Chair (Shiraz, 1964-66) 

• Brad Hanson, (Khaf, Shiraz, 1973-76) 

• Chuck Kaminski, Future of PCIA Task Force Co-Chair (Kermanshah, 1969-71) 

• Doug Schermer, Webmaster (Semnan, Shahrud, 1966-67) 

• Fraser Lang, (Isfahan, Tehran, 1968-70) 

• John Krauskopf, Anthology Editor (Ahwaz, Kermanshah, Arak, Babolsar, 

1965-69) 

• John Salamack, Iran Issues Discussion Group Leader (Bojnurd, 1965-67) 

• Kerry Segel, (Khonsar, Isfahan, 1969-73) 

• Paul Barker, Advocacy Bulletin Editor (Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran, 1971-76) 

Other PCIA Leaders  

• Carolyn Yale, Board Member Emeritus and Future of PCIA Task Force 

Member-at-Large (Shiraz, 1974-75) 

• Genna Wangsness, Historian (Shiraz, Tehran, 1965-71) 

• Jim Goode, Dooreh Co-leader (Tuyserkan, 1968-71) 

• Joan Gaughan, KhabarNameh Editor (Lahijan, Rasht, 1964-66) 
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Association or have an interest in Iran. If you do not wish to receive future issues 

of From the Field, please use the unsubscribe link in the footer. 

 

Comments 

We welcome your thoughts and feedback. Please submit to 

jackie@peacecorpsiran.org  
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