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The Cyrus Cylinder استوانه کوروش or Cyrus Charter  منشور کوروش  was discovered under the foundation of a 
Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest time capsule on record.  It commemorates 
Cyrus' victory over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out the rights of subjects in his expanding empire.  It is 
often commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in the world. 
 
Neil MacGregor: Cyrus Cylinder  
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‘Dread him who dreads you, O sage, 

Although you could cope with a hundred like him. 

 

The snake strikes the shepherd’s foot 

Because it fears he will strike his head with a stone. 

 

Don't you see when the cat becomes desperate 

How he plucks out with his claws the eyes of a tiger?'  

Sa'adi 

  

 

Note from the Editor 

 

Elections and Consequences 

By Paul Barker 
  



Peace should not be a partisan issue.  It matters not whether a President Trump or a 
President Biden brings peace and reconciliation to troubled spots in the Middle East and 
Asia.  We should all applaud genuine statesmanship that brings lasting peace.  Yet we 
live in a democracy and in less than six weeks we have the opportunity and responsibility 
to participate in the selection of our national leaders for the coming years.   
 

The third of November 2020 will be a decisive moment in relations between the United 
States in Iran.  A Trump victory would almost certainly mean intensification of his 
belligerent ‘maximum pressure’ campaign with an objective of bringing the Iranian 
government to its knees. A Biden victory would signal an American commitment to re-
entering the JCPOA (Iran nuclear deal) and working with all JCPOA signatories to 
enforce it and then address broader concerns with Iranian government behavior in the 
region and within Iran.  The window for Biden to send new messages and achieve 
significant changes is short given the scheduling of Iranian elections..  The challenges 
for President Trump to chart a new route would be daunting.  This bulletin includes the 
views of both candidates, and many others. 
  
The normalization of relations between Israel and the UAE and Bahrain is in by no 
stretch of the imagination a ‘peace treaty’, but it does represent an expansion of what 
has long been deemed possible in the Middle East.  
  
American provocations towards Iran continue.  Despite 13 votes against the US in the 
UN Security Council, the Trump administration announced that the US will unilaterally 
enforce the snapback of all UN sanctions on Iran.  The confiscation of four shiploads of 
Iranian fuel en route to Venezuela is highly provocative and probably illegal. American 
accusations that Iran is plotting the assassination of the US ambassador to South Africa 
have been deemed not credible by the South African government.  Is the Trump/Pompeo 
team hoping for an Iranian over-reaction?  Are they looking for a high-profile pre-election 
event?  Is there a danger that opponents of Trump’s policies are ‘crying wolf’ at every 
provocation and will not be taken seriously if there is a real ‘October surprise’ on the eve 
of US elections? 

  
Iran’s execution of champion wrestler Navid Afkari on trumped up charges and its 
callousness in response to the hunger strike of Human Right’s lawyer, Nasrin Sotoudeh, 
underscore the country’s abysmal human rights record.   But it is not as if America has 
clean hands on similar issues:  Dr. Sirous Asgari traveled legally to the US for work and 
to see family members, but was arrested on arrival in the US, suffered for years at the 
hands of the FBI, US justice system and ICE before being repatriated to Iran as part of a 
prisoner swap.  

 
   

 

Joe Biden Will Have to Seize the Moment on the Iran Deal 
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Can the deal be saved and a nuclear Iran averted? 
By Ryan Costello, NIAC,  2020/9/20 

 

  
If Joe Biden secures the presidency, one of the first foreign policy decisions he will face 
is on Iran. Some observers have argued that Biden should not rush, and that pressure will 

necessitate Iranian negotiation eventually in the months and years ahead. For a 
comprehensive deal addressing the myriad of issues at stake in the relationship, initial 
caution may be wise. However, there is almost certain to be a time-bound window in 
which Biden can save the 2015 nuclear deal or Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA). It is critical that Biden seize that window and follow through on 
his commitment of a mutual U.S. and Iranian return to the JCPOA, lest he be forced to 
start new negotiations from scratch or be locked into a failing Trump approach that has 
led to an expanding Iranian nuclear program and brought America and Iran to the brink 
of war twice. 
  
Trump’s foolhardy decision to withdraw from the deal and impose a series of escalatory 
sanctions eventually convinced Iran to halt its own adherence to the accord in May 2019. 
Since that time, Iran has slowly but consistently breached the JCPOA’s limits while 
continuing to participate in the accord. As a result, Iran’s breakout time—the time it could 
produce sufficient fissile material for a single nuclear weapon if it chose to do so—is now 
down from over twelve months with the JCPOA to roughly three to four months. Thus, Iran 
has effectively restored much of its own nuclear leverage in anticipation of future 
negotiations. However, still to this day, Iranian authorities publicly confirm that they will 
return to full compliance with the JCPOA if and when the United States returns to its 
commitments.  
 
If Biden is elected, he should seek to restore the JCPOA baseline, moving Iran’s nuclear 
program back to the twelve-month breakout timeline and preserving the option for follow-
on negotiations. But if Biden fails to pursue this, or efforts to restore the JCPOA fall apart 
due to either side over-complicating a clean mutual return to compliance, Iran would be 
sure to play the nuclear cards it has remaining. Iran could resume enrichment to 20% or 
higher, reduce its cooperation with International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors, 
formally withdraw from the JCPOA and declare its intention to withdraw from the Non-
Proliferation Treaty. With the focus on an incredibly robust domestic agenda to deal with 
the coronavirus, a Biden administration should be eager to keep its initial Iran 
negotiations simple and restore the JCPOA to forestall such an avoidable crisis. 
 
Some have argued that a quick return risks squandering leverage built under the Trump 
administration, which badly misreads the current state of affairs. Such arguments 
mistake pressure for leverage and fail to grasp the fundamental lesson of the successful 
2013-2015 nuclear negotiations, in which the U.S. willingness to compromise on the 
question of enrichment and the cohesion of U.S. and world powers ultimately yielded a 
breakthrough. Trump’s approach has destroyed America’s credibility, fractured any 
international consensus on Iran, and raised the domestic political cost for Iran’s leaders 
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to be able to consider further compromise. Thus, American leverage over Iran is lower 
than any point in recent memory. 
 
Similarly, Iran’s domestic politics provide further clarity on the need for urgency. With 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei consistently expressing skepticism toward engagement, 
the ultimate failure of the JCPOA under Rouhani—who expended considerable political 
will to secure the agreement —would risk breaking the fragile Iranian domestic 
consensus that supported the nuclear negotiations and deterring future administrations 
from engagement. After the June elections, a Biden administration could be forced to 
deal with a future Iranian President and nuclear negotiator in the mold of Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad and Saeed Jalili, who were a particularly vexing and toxic combination for 
U.S. diplomats. While such an outcome wouldn’t eliminate the possibility of follow-on 
negotiations in the second half of 2021 or beyond, it should provide urgency for a Biden 
administration to save the JCPOA under Rouhani and Zarif. 
  
Even if another flexible administration secures the Iranian presidency, the U.S. 
withdrawal from and ultimate discarding of the JCPOA would strengthen Iran’s hand to 
insist on changes to guard against U.S. bad faith. UN Security Council snapback would 
assuredly be off the table, for example, whereas it could be saved through a clean return 
to the JCPOA. Additionally, with oil prices low and international businesses feeling risk-
averse, the United States may have to put more relief on the table to get similar levels of 
Iranian concessions. Given all these factors, starting from scratch would be a 
considerable undertaking with success far from assured. 
 
Debate over the fate of the JCPOA also often discounts the views of all other parties to 
the agreement. To downplay the urgency of a U.S. return to the JCPOA would mean 
discounting the views of America’s European allies, who continue to view the JCPOA as 
a model of multilateral diplomacy and who have expended considerable diplomatic 
energy to sustain it. Should the JCPOA collapse, Russia and China will again need to be 
brought into the fold to finalize a resolution, adding to a growing list of fault lines between 
the three world powers. Likewise, even if the United States could extract additional 
concessions from the Iranian government through a continuation of maximum pressure, 
which should be gravely in doubt after Trump’s radical experiment, doing so would be at 
the expense of Iranians who have for decades seen their economic and political hopes 
wither in the vice of U.S. and Iranian geopolitical tension.  
 
Given the time-bound window for the JCPOA, a potential Biden administration must act 
urgently to rejoin the agreement and prevent its collapse. The agreement was the most 
significant diplomatic breakthrough between the United States and Iran over the past 
four decades. Given the turbulent history of U.S.-Iran relations, it would be a mistake to 
assume that the stars will align again if the agreement slips away. 

 

Ryan Costello joined the National Iranian American Council in April 2013 
as a Policy Fellow and currently serves as Policy Director.   

 



  

US Elections 

 
 

Barbara Slavin: If Trump wins, he needs a new approach to Iran, 2020/9/24 

Whoever becomes US president will face the reality that the Islamic Republic is not 
going away no matter how weakened it is by sanctions and internal discontent. A policy 
based only on the wishes of Israelis and Sunni Arabs will inevitably incentivize more 
destabilizing “resistance” by Iran and its partners and do further damage to the interests 
of the United States, its friends, and the wider international community. 
 

Joe Biden: There’s a smarter way to be tough on Iran, 2020/9/13 

 

David Brennan: Biden Says Iran Closer to Nuclear Weapons Under Trump, Would Re-Enter 

Deal, 2020/9/11 
 
Negar Mortazavi: US election seen from Iran: A "rare window of opportunity", 2020/9/11  

 
 

  

Iran and US Elections 

 
 

Julian Barnes, David Sanger, Ronen Bergman and Lara Jakes: As U.S. Increases 

Pressure, Iran Adheres to Toned-Down Approach, 2020/9/19 

The Trump administration has ramped up its criticism of Iran, but Tehran has chosen a 
path of restraint, intelligence showed. 
 
Ariane Tabatabai: Iran’s Authoritarian Playbook: The Tactics, Doctrine, and Objectives behind 
Iran’s Influence Operations, 2020/9/17 
 
Ryan Costello: Iran’s 2009 Election Offers a Warning for Trump’s America, 2020/9/24 

  
 

If Biden wins, JCPOA will probably be renewed 

 

Bill Beeman Interviewed by Iranian Labour News Agency, 2020/9/9 
 

  
William Beeman said in an exclusive interview with ILNA news agency said that it is the 
philosophy of the Trump administration to press for illegal action and then be pulled back 
by the courts. In this case, however, there is no court that could restrict American illegal 
action. 
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Referring to the unsuccessful US attempt to extend the arms embargo on Tehran, he 
confirmed "Right now it looks like this will fail. But the United States keeps pressing for 
the extension and has a theory that the entire Security Council would have to vote 
against the extension for it to be canceled. We will see. The United States' theories 
about how the United Nations works have been wrong in the past." 
  
The professor of anthropology at the University of Minnesota added "I hope that Joe 
Biden wins the presidency, and we return to sane relations with Iran. I hope U.S. Iranian 
relations will be normalized in my lifetime, but that just hopes on my part." 
  
"If Joe Biden wins, JCPOA will probably be renewed or continued in some form. But 
there may be renegotiations with Iran on some points. For one thing, Iran would have to 
reduce uranium enrichment to within the parameters of the JCPOA. All of this is 
symbolic, of course, because Iran is still operating legally within the framework of the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which is a real treaty. The JCPOA is an 
"agreement."" 
  
Answering to question about the winner of the U.S presidential election, Beeman said 
"American elections are really not predictable. Many Americans don't like Trump, but will 
vote for him anyway. He could win re-election despite the fact that the polls show him 
losing now." 
  
"We now know that Trump never admits that he ever makes any mistakes, and he never 
apologizes. His general strategy is to double down on any criticism, so we can be afraid 
that he might try to launch military action against Iran in October before the election. Iran 
should be prepared for this," the U.S analyst worried. 
  
He pointed to the Secretary of State Mike Pompeo tries to pursue the U.S. actions 
against Iran, and adding that as we can all see, Pompeo tried to press the case that the 
United States could enact "snapback" sanctions but he fell flat on his face and was 
completely unsuccessful." 
  
"All of the other parties to the JCPOA rejected his claims, and told him that the U.S. 
withdrawal from the JCPOA completely invalidated the United States from any power to 
act vis-a-vis Iran," he said. 
   

 
 

October Surprise Coming? 

 

Trita Parsi: Is Mike Pompeo preparing an October Surprise? 2020/9/16 

It appears that the Trump administration is laying the groundwork for an imminent 
military confrontation with Iran, seemingly to boost President Trump’s re-election 
prospects. 
 

https://peacecorpsiran.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9ee3fecaeac0bd7715acdf8a&id=00dfc76097&e=0a069c5cf2


Mitchell Plitnick: Is Trump preparing an “October surprise” attack on Iran? 2020/9/16 

Trita Parsi comment: This worry is tremendously valid imo and we should definitely go 
on the offensive, including calling it out before it happens so that a) it either deters him 
from doing it and/or 2) minimizes the event's ability to spark bigger conflict.   If he knows 
that people will call out the lie, it will not likely be effective in shifting the electorate, which 
can help convince him not to do it. 
Peter Ferenbach comment: [Pushing back against this threat] would be especially 
valuable on the political Right, amongst groups of anti-war Libertarians and Republicans. 
Recall that Tucker Carlson's critique of the near-war following the Soleimani was critical. 
The bottom line for the WH is the election and a calculus that indicates he'll lose support 
from those quarters is the best deterrent. Outraged D's and progressives are 
comparatively inconsequential by contrast. 
 

Julian Lee: The U.S. Brings State-Sponsored Piracy Into the 21st Century 

News that the U.S. had seized the cargoes of four oil tankers, allegedly carrying Iranian 
gasoline from the Persian Gulf to Venezuela, conjured images of British privateers — in 
essence, state-sponsored pirates — attacking Spanish treasure fleets carrying gold, 
silver and precious stones from the New World back to Europe in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. 
 

Juan Cole: Wagging the Dog: As Trump and Iran square off on Venezuela Oil Shipments, will 

US Go full Pirate of the Gulf? 2020/9/17 

 

Bahnam Kalbasi: S African officials say claims of Iranian plot on US ambassador not credible, 
2020/9/18 
 

   
 

  

Shifting Regional Political Alignments 

 

Simon Watkins: What The UAE-Israel Deal Really Means for The Middle East, 2020/8/31 

. . . currently 62 per cent of the aforementioned US$2.19 billion Israel-UAE property fund 
for new settlements of UAE citizens into Iran’s Khuzestan comes from “Saudi Arabian-
connected organisations.”  
 

Farah Najjar: What is behind Bahrain's normalisation deal with Israel? 2020/9/13 

Bahrain moves to please the US, deter perceived regional threats by following in the 
UAE's footsteps, analysts say. 
 

Maj. Danny Sjursen, USA (ret.): Arranged Marriage: Bahrain and Israel’s Peculiar ‘Peace’, 
2020/9/15 
 

Atlantic Council: Regional expansionism: Iran’s militias in the Levant, October 1, 2020 at 
13:00 EDT 
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Barnett Rubin: A New Look At Iran’s Complicated Relationship With The Taliban, 2020/9/16 

Brad Hanson comment: Iran at times has supported the Taliban and at times opposed 
them and always in the background affecting their calculus was their relationship to the 
US. 
I think their relationship with the Taliban also reflects their tendency, at least with respect 
to Afghanistan, to play both sides of the street as an insurance policy.   I saw this my four 
years in Herat.  And so while Iran was supporting Karzai’s government, even giving him 
bags full of money, it was also providing some training and weapons to the Taliban used 
to kill ANSF, coalition soldiers, and civilians.  Why?   The Iranian government was 
divided.  The enemy of my enemy is my friend.  Iran wanted to remind Karzai they could 
make real trouble for him and Afghanistan and so Iranian interests in Afghanistan also 
had to be considered. 
   

 
 

Iran and China 

  
Esfandyar Batmanghelidj and Lucille Greer: Last among equals: The China-Iran 

partnership in a regional context 
We have produced the first study of China-Iran relations in a regional context, looking at 
20 years of data on trade, FDI, migrant labor, contractor revenue, debt financing, arms 
sales and military exercises for Iran alongside Iraq, UAE, KSA, Turkey and Pakistan.  
  
We have also published a full translation of the leaked 18-page document that triggered 
so much speculation about a China-Iran "alliance" or "axis." 
  
In short, there is no China-Iran alliance on the way. Our analysis shows clearly that Iran 
has a less well-functioning partnership with China than its neighbors. This is what the 
Iranian government is seeking to remedy.   

 
   

Iranian Economy 

 
 

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj, Francisco Rodríguez: Sanctions Are Driving Iran and 

Venezuela Into Each Other’s Arms, 2020/9/17 

 

Maximum pressure has not destroyed the Iranian economy, and Tehran is now sharing 
its lessons in resilience with Nicolás Maduro’s beleaguered regime in Caracas. 
 

In this new article, written with Venezuelan economist Francisco Rodriguez, we look at 
Iran-Venezuela cooperation in light of the Iranian model of resilience. What you find is 
that the Maduro regime has also taken steps to respond to sanctions through 
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liberalization and the pursuit of FX revenue, and Iran offers a model to emulate.  
  
There are some important policy implications that Francisco and I sketch out, but one of 
the key takeaways is the sanctions efficacy is being overestimated likely because there 
hasn't been rigorous work on policy responses to sanctions. The assumption has been 
that targeting countries like Iran and Venezuela will push them into an ideologically 
motivated and economically unsustainable embrace of their isolation -- "pariah states." 
But in fact, they seem to be rejecting isolation because economic policy is rarely as 
ideological as we make it out to be.   
 

Sarbas Nazari: Iranian tourism drops to 'near-zero levels' due to coronavirus, 2020/9/1 

The coronavirus pandemic is choking Iran’s tourism industry as the number of foreign 
tourists drops to an all-time low, prompting record layoffs and reducing income to near-
zero levels. 
   

 
 

Human Rights 

  
Jason Rezaian: Why is Iran’s leading dissident fighting for her life? 2020/9/22 
  
NIAC statement on execution of Navid Afkari, 2020/9/13 
  
NIAC: Details surrounding Navid Afkari’s execution, 2020/9/19 

 

Laura Secor: The Man Who Refused to Spy, 2020/9/14 

The F.B.I. tried to recruit an Iranian scientist as an informant. When he balked, the 
payback was brutal. 
  
NIAC on Askari saga 
John Allen Gay comment: I hadn’t heard the bit about Asgari not being wanted by the 
Iranians. NIAC’s podcast did a full episode on this with a lawyer who knows him, and she 
suggested it was all ICE, and that Asgari in fact has long offered to self-deport, buy his 
own plane ticket home, etc, but that he’s been in administrative detention and that 
they’ve gone to great lengths to keep him in prison. Cuccinelli’s characterization of him 
as an illegal immigrant is also at odds with things she said – that he was coming on a 
tourist visa, which was revoked mid-air while he was en route to enable his detention, 
and that this lack of visa status also had something to do with his ongoing detention…as 
I understand it, when he was acquitted of the export control violations and thus no longer 
being held for that, he was immediately taken in by ICE for not being in the country 
legally (because, again, his visa had been revoked, and then he’d been held in prison 
and unable to leave). Apparently he’s not the first midair revocation of this sort. 
  
NIAC: Iranian Social Media has a #MeToo Moment 
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Open letter on the continued detention of Iranian dual-nationals, 2020/9/15 
Academics and policy makers call on Iran to release dual-national prisoners, son and 
father Siamak and Baquer Namazi, Iranian-American Morad Tahbaz, French-Iranian 
Fariba Adelkhah, and British-Iranian Nazanin Zaghari Ratcliffe. Signatories include 
prominent academics Noam Chomsky and Ervand Abarahamian, European 
parliamentarians Ernest Urtasun and Cornelia Ernst, former US officials Gary Sick and 
Rob Malley, and scholars formerly imprisoned in Iran Haleh Esfandiari and Ramin 
Jahanbegloo. 
  
Leila Alikarami: As #MeToo reaches Iran, legal system remains major obstacle to justice, 
2020/8/31 
While an increasing number of rape and sexual assault victims are speaking out in Iran, 
the country's legal code often prevents justice from being realized and even puts some 
victims at risk of punishment. 
  
Daphne Psaledakis, Michelle Nichols: U.S. blacklists ICC prosecutor over 
Afghanistan war crimes probe 
  
Rick Noack: Iranian musician Mehdi Rajabian to stand trial for collaborating with female 

artists, 2020/09/03 
Even after serving previous prison terms over charges related to his work, Rajabian has 
approached the upcoming trial with defiance. 
 

Hannah Somerville: No-one is a Guest in Iran: US Embassy Hostage Crisis Survivor, 
2020/8/18 

Barry Rosen, a survivor of the 1979-81 US embassy hostage crisis, says the 
concept of “guest” has atrophied in Iran because of the regime’s brutality. 
Mr Rosen, who first went to Iran as a Peace Corps volunteer in 1967, was a year into his 
new job as press attaché for the US embassy in Tehran when revolutionaries of the new 
Islamic Republic stormed the building and captured the 52 Americans inside. 
 

Jason Rezaian: Facing unprecedented pressure, Iran uses its most reliable tool: Brutality, 
2020/9/5 

 
 

  

Lessons from Iranian Prison 

 
 

Wang Xiyue: Lessons From Three Years in an Iranian Prison, 2020/8/3 

Rapprochement Is a Fantasy—the Islamic Republic Thrives on Tension With the United 
States 

Brad Hanson Comment: I can empathize with the author, who went to Iran to research 
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a thesis on the Constitutional Revolution, I think,  and then was falsely arrested, and held 
for three years.  Princeton U and others worked tirelessly for his release from 
prison.  Fellow grad students at PU read to him in prison when he had access to them to 
keep up his morale. 
 

And so I read his article with great interest.  His comments about the IRGC’s nofuz 
campaign and anti-tech crack-down were particularly interesting. 
 

I largely agree with his thesis that the Islamic Republic regime needs constant tension, 
conflict with the US to exist.  But I don’t think that tension/conflict is sufficient by itself for 
the regime to exist, to survive. 
 

Nevertheless, we need to continue to advocate for diplomacy to reduce the tensions, the 
conflicts, the risks of worse confrontations, even war, towards the day demographic, 
economic, and other changes internal to Iran, and perhaps equally important, political 
changes in the US, might lead to changes in the mindset of Iranian and US leaders 
permitting, at most, a degree of rapprochement, and, at least, ongoing communications 
channels to discuss and try to resolve problematic issues.  

 
 

Media 

Negar Mortazavi and Murtaza Hussain: State Department Cut Funding for Controversial 

“Iran Disinfo” Project — but Kept Working With Its Creators, 2020/9/22 

Internal documents show a multi-front effort to keep funding and collaboration alive, 
because the public was unaware of the links. 
“The real bottom line here is that funding that was meant to counter ISIS propaganda 
was morphed into funding to silence activists and experts who want to reform U.S. policy 
on Iran.” 
  
International Crisis Group Podcast: Israel, the UAE and Normalization. 2020/9/2  
   

 
 

Advocacy Action 

  
Mathew Petti: Progressives urge House Dems to help Biden save the Iran nuclear deal, 
2020/9/11 
   

16 Pro-Diplomacy Orgs Urge HFAC Chair Contenders 
 

to Champion JCPOA Return if Selected 
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To: Members of the U.S. House of Representatives 
As organizations that advocated for and helped secure the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA), or Iran nuclear deal, we are pleased that all three contenders to be the 
next Democratic Chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee (HFAC) have now 
expressed support for the JCPOA. Full adherence to the JCPOA is vital to U.S. interests 
and global nonproliferation efforts and benefits the security of Israel and the broader 
Middle East. 
  
It is critical that a new HFAC chairman champions the United States swiftly returning to 
full compliance with its commitments under the JCPOA, in tandem with Iran returning to 
full adherence with its nuclear obligations. Any effort to complicate a mutual return to the 
JCPOA, such as adding unrealistic preconditions or terms, would risk scuttling the last 
opportunity to save the accord and avert an irreversible escalation of tensions leading to 
a war. Therefore, the next chair must make the following commitments: 
  

• => Work closely with a potential Biden administration, House leadership, and 
allied organizations to build Congressional support for a restoration of the 
JCPOA; 

• => Hold hearings and ensure the participation of witnesses with a clear track 
record of supporting U.S.-Iran diplomacy, including the JCPOA; warning against 
U.S. withdrawal from the JCPOA; opposing war and criticizing the negative 
impacts of U.S. sanctions on Iran’s civilian population; 

• => Halt any poison pill legislation that threatens to complicate a U.S. return to the 
JCPOA or violate U.S. commitments under the accord; 

• => Build support for “more-for-more” negotiations after a JCPOA return, 
premised on the notion that the U.S. should put additional incentives on the table 
in exchange for Iranian concessions on regional security and human rights; 

• => Put the repeal of Congressional sanctions on Iran on the table in order to 
strengthen U.S. leverage in negotiations; 

• => Closely examine the impact of sanctions on Iran’s civilian population, 
including how financial sanctions have inhibited humanitarian trade at the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

• => Commit to investigate wrongdoing by the Trump administration relating to its 
handling of policy toward Iran, such as the sidelining of career civil service 
officers for their work on the JCPOA. 

Congress has a vital role to play to ensure the United States restores the hard-fought 
security gains from the JCPOA and moves the accord to more sustainable ground. Amid 
the Obama administration’s nuclear negotiations, many in Congress sought to play 
spoiler, undermining America’s diplomats as they sought to trade in sanctions for far-
reaching nuclear concessions. This dynamic cannot be repeated. 
 



With the JCPOA hanging by a thread and U.S. diplomatic credibility tarnished, Congress 
must transition from potential spoiler to a supporter of diplomacy with Iran. The next 
HFAC Chair will have a central role in building support for restoring the JCPOA and 
setting the stage for serious follow-on negotiations. We urge the contenders for HFAC 
chair to commit to the principles articulated above and lay out their vision for how 
Congress can support and champion a JCPOA return and further negotiations with Iran. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Arms Control Association,   Beyond the Bomb,   Council for a Livable World,   Historians 
for Peace and Democracy,   Indivisible,   International Civil Society Action Network 
(ICAN),   J Street,   Just Foreign Policy,   MoveOn,   National Iranian American Council 
Action,   Pax Christi,    USA,   Peace Action,   Peace Corps Iran Association Advocacy 
Committee,   Project Blueprint,   Security Policy Reform Institute (SPRI),   Win Without 
War  

 
 
                               

The U.S. must again place high priority on preventing an Iranian nuclear weapon. Iran with 

a nuclear weapon would be a far more threatening adversary. The surest way to close that 

path quickly is for the U.S. to rejoin the JCPOA.  



• By withdrawing from the JCPOA, the U.S. impelled Iran to expand its nuclear 

program. Breakout time to a nuclear weapon is now less than six months, down 

from a year under JCPOA limits. Unrestrained by the JCPOA, Iran has built a 

stockpile of enriched uranium and more advanced centrifuges. The “maximum 
pressure” campaign against Iran, instead of preventing a nuclear weapon, has 

backfired. Under these circumstances Iran has no intention or incentive to negotiate 

a “better deal.”  

• U.S. early re-entry to the JCPOA on the basis of full compliance by both sides is the 

surest way to reverse this dangerous current course. Iran’s leaders say their steps 
to expand their nuclear activities after the U.S. withdrawal are reversible, if the U.S. 

returns to full compliance. U.S. re-entry would also help restore our relations with 

European allies, and open the door to create the conditions for a possible follow-on 

“more for more” agreement to support U.S. national security interests, and non-

proliferation goals. 

Recent U.S. actions in the UN Security Council to kill the JCPOA resulted in two humiliating 

defeats for the U.S. In 2015, the UNSC unanimously adopted Resolution 2231 to implement 

the JCPOA, setting in place a framework for rolling back sanctions on Iran over 10 years, 

starting with the lifting of a conventional arms embargo against Iran in October 2020. 

UNSCR 2231 also authorized any participatory state of the JCPOA to impose a “snapback”—
or reinstatement—of all UN sanctions, if Iran violated the JCPOA.  

• On August 14, a U.S. resolution to extend the arms embargo was voted down in 

the UNSC. 

Only the United States and the Dominican Republic supported it. For most 

member states, the prevention of an Iranian nuclear weapon, through keeping the 

JCPOA intact, took precedence over retaining the conventional arms embargo. 

• On August 20, the U.S. notified the UNSC that it was triggering “snapback” against 
Iran, which would automatically take effect 30 days later, on September 19. The 

other parties to the JCPOA have already rejected the notion that the U.S. has legal 

status to trigger snapback, given its earlier withdrawal from the JCPOA. 

• Most nations will not “snapback,” given the dubious legal status of the U.S. 
action. Israel and most Arab nations will agree with the U.S. action; European states 

will ignore it but continue their existing EU weapons embargo; and Russia and China 

will hew to the terms of the JCPOA and be prepared to sell Iran conventional arms. 

This is a dangerous time. Neither side wants a war. Yet regular and proxy forces are poised 

on a razor’s edge. Deterrence actions must be wisely balanced with restraint and 
diplomacy to avoid any new war in the region. 



A new administration in 2021 could re-enter the JCPOA to reverse this perilous path, re-

instate the limits on Iran’s nuclear program, and open up the possibility to reach a follow-

on agreement. 

  

For Press Inquiries, Contact: Iris Bieri at iris@fcsny.org  
  

 
 

Snapback, Sanctions Status and the IAEA 

  

Michael Pompeo: The Return of UN Sanctions on the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
09/19/2020 
Brad Hanson comment: The Administration is laying down the gauntlet to virtually the 
entire world to defy it on its illegal (by the vast majority of the Security Council) exercise 
of the snap-back provision.  Some of this is election show, particularly to please some 
evangelicals and some staunch Israel supporters, given Pompeo’s religious 
beliefs.  Some of this is to spite once European allies who wouldn’t play ball with this 
Administration on Iran and the JCPOA.  Some of this is to set policies in stone in an 
attempt to make it impossible for a return to the JCPOA if Biden is elected.  Some of this 
is intended to provoke Iran into possible more direct military conflict.  The motives may 
be varied, but I believe no good can come from this and the “additional measures.”   
Tom Huf comment: Breathtaking bullying - the whole world is sick of us.  Good that Iran 
is too smart to take the bait.  The phony " intelligence" about their assassination plot 
timed just before our election was laughable.  They have learned a few tricks in 5000 
years.  
  
Sina Toossi: A Time of Crisis? Iran Weighs Response to UN Sanctions “Snapback”, 2020/9/20 
If America unilaterally reimposes UN snapback sanctions, Iran may very well sprint for 
the bomb. 
  
J Street forum: Snapback Sanctions and the UN: The Implications of the Trump Admin's 

Maximum Pressure Campaign, 2020/9/17 

 

ICG: Behind the Snapback Debate at the UN, 2020/9/17 

In mid-August, Washington notified the UN Security Council that it was launching a 30-
day process to “snap back” UN sanctions against Iran. In this Q&A, Crisis Group experts 
Richard Gowan, Ashish Pradhan and Naysan Rafati explain what this step implies for the 
2015 nuclear agreement. 
 

Ali Harb: How Trump is pushing to enforce 'UN' sanctions on Iran in spite of UN objections, 
2020/9/18 

Trump's administration argues that UN snapback sanctions will become valid over 
weekend; UN disagrees 
 

Michel Duclos: After snapback sanctions on Iran: A European perspective, 2020/9/23  
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Michael Gordon:  U.S. Threatens Sanctions for Arms Sales to Iran, 2020/9/17 

Embargo is set to expire Oct. 18, but Trump administration warns of sanctions after 
failing to win a U.N. extension 

Daryl Kimball comment: Any self respecting news organization needs to mention the 
fact that Elliot Abrams was convicted for lying to Congress about the secret Reagan 
administration plot to facilitate the sale of arms to the Khomeini government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, which was the subject of an arms embargo at the time in order 
to provide support for the Contra thugs in Nicaragua who were supporting the fascist 
regime in power at that time.  I suppose this represents something of an admission of 
failure regarding Pompeo’s pathetic attempt to snapback UN sanctions under Res 2231 
through the UNSC. 
  
Bloomberg Editorial Board: Think Again About the Iran Sanctions Snapback, 
2020/9/10 
The Trump administration is isolating itself, not the regime in Tehran.  
 

Al-Monitor: Iran nuclear deal members agree on preserving landmark pact, 2020/9/1 

Iran and representatives of China, France, Germany, Russia and the United Kingdom 
met in Vienna as Washington presses on with its bid to restore sanctions on Tehran. 
 

Al-Monitor: Nigerian envoy reaffirms rejection of Iran snapback sanctions as UN Security 

Council president, 2020/9/1 
The African state's UN ambassador, who is chairing the Security Council for September, 
said the United States cannot trigger the return of UN sanctions on Iran. 
 

Kelsey Davenport: Iran’s expansion of uranium stockpile is troubling but manageable, 
2020/9/1 

  
Julia Masterson: How the recent Iran-IAEA agreement can save the nuclear deal, 2020/9/2 

 

Jason Ditz: Iran’s Uranium Stockpile Is Not A Nuclear Proliferation Risk, 2020/9/9 

Fear-mongering about Iran's civilian nuclear activities is not supported by the facts. 
  
NIAC: Destroyed Natanz Nuclear Facility to be Rebuilt 
  
Arms Control Association: Webinar on the future of the JCPOA and NPT, October 
1, 2020 at 11:00 Eastern 
Register here 
   

 
 

Iran Sanctions and the UN 
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Michelle Nichols: New U.N. council president stands by dismissal of U.S. sanctions move on 

Iran, 2020/9/1 

   
 

 

Nuclear Weapons plans in the US and Iran 

  
Joe Cirincione: Why Trump’s secret weapon isn’t so secret and not much of a weapon, 
2020/9/10 
  
Juan Cole: No, Iran is not near having a Nuke: Trump source tries Iraq Big Lie 
Playbook on Reuters, The Independent, 2020/9/21 
 

Jonah Jeremy Bob, Jerusalem Post: Goal of Natanz explosion was to send ‘clear’ message 
to Iran, 2020/9/17 

Foreign claims of Israeli role validated; Physical sabotage, not cyber  
 

Diplomacy 

  

Mark Hannah, Ph.D. Caroline Gray: The Eurasia Group: Diplomacy & Restraint, the 

Worldview of American Voters, 2020/9 

 

Ariane Tabatabai and Henry Rome: For Iran, Negotiations Aren’t Optional, 2020/9/15 

With its economy in trouble, Tehran will have to talk to Washington. But the next 
administration shouldn’t rush things.  
Ryan Costello comment: I do agree with the premise that Iran may be open to 
negotiations after its next election. Respectfully, however, I would argue that such a 
possibility should not detract from a Biden administration’s urgency to restore the JCPOA 
baseline in the opening months of 2021. Allowing the hard-fought gains of that 
agreement to collapse without any clear replacement would be a tremendous risk, and 
could doom Biden to inherit the failed Trump approach. 
 

Daniel Depetris: How To Deescalate America’s Dangerous Warmongering With Iran. 
2020/9/18 

Even by the usual standards, Trump's latest comments about the Iranians are 
distressing. Fortunately there's still hope for dialogue. 
 
Linda Thomas Greenfield and William Burns: The Transformation of Diplomacy: How to 

Save the State Department, 2020/9/23 

The contours of a new agenda for diplomatic reform have to flow from a sensible 
reinvention of the United States’ role in the world. The restoration of American hegemony 
is not in the cards, given China’s rise and the diffusion of global power. Retrenchment is 
similarly illusory, since the United States cannot insulate itself from outside challenges 
that matter enormously to its domestic health and security. 
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Donald J Trump: Address to the UN General Assembly 

   

 
  

COVID-19 

  
Yasmin Rafiei, Devi Sridhar: Why COVID-19 Is Ravaging Iran Again, 2020/8/28 
Poor governance, disinformation, censorship, and punishing U.S. sanctions have turned 
a crisis into a disaster. 
  
Radio Farda: Iranian Shopkeepers Count the Cost of Covid-19, 2020/9/2  

 
 

History 

  
Atlantic Council panel discussion: ‘Desert One’: How the Hostage Crisis and failed rescue 
raid still cloud US-Iran Relation, 2020/8/31 
ONLINE EVENT – Panel discussion of the new documentary ‘Desert One’. Directed by 
master documentarian Barbara Kopple, with new archival sources and unprecedented 
access to key players on both sides, the film reveals the true story behind one of the 
most daring rescues in modern US history: a secret mission to free hostages captured 
during the 1979 Iranian revolution. 
 

A conversation with Nasser Hadian, Professor, University of Tehran,   Barbara 
Kopple, Director of “Desert One”,   Ambassador (Ret.) John Limbert, PCIA, US State 
Department and US Naval Academy,   Col. (Ret.) Ed Sieffert, United States Marine 
Corps 

Moderated by Barbara Slavin, Director, Future of Iran Initiative, Atlantic Council 
 
Sina Azodi: How the Iranian air force turned the tide of the Iran-Iraq war in 1980, 2020/9/23 
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Previous Editions of PCIA Advocacy Bulletin 
Earlier editions of the PCIA Advocacy Bulletin can be found at this link. 

 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and Iranians 
through education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in Iran. 

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT 

https://peacecorpsiran.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9ee3fecaeac0bd7715acdf8a&id=611038ebc4&e=0a069c5cf2


 

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, 
and cultural diplomacy. 

 

  

 

 PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding 
Principles for our advocacy efforts toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, 
and their peoples. 

1.   Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship, 
inclusiveness and world peace.  As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.   

2.    Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and 
their citizens.  
3.    Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties 
reinforces international cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict.  . 
4.    Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues. 
5.    Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts.  Peace is built and sustained through voluntary 
agreement and consent. 

 

  

GROUND RULES: 
  
1.    The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this 
subject.  It is a way to share ideas, information, and opportunities for action.  The Bulletin is archived on 
the website. 
2.    PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication.   The editor decides which articles are 
selected for publication. Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s Mission, Values, and 
Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the current state of Iran advocacy issues, may be posted in 
PCIA’s Facebook group.  
3.  Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question 
answered, "I consent/do not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin 
distribution and PCIA archives."  If consent is given, statements issued to the public will be identified as 
coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board. 
4.   Writers are encouraged to include  action recommendations and reference information to help 
readers understand issues.  
5.    The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based.  Whenever 
possible citations and links to web-based articles should be included in the articles. 
6.   Opinions and ideas from members  expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board 
positions.  However, members of the Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and 
request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be posted in the Advocacy Bulletin will be 
identified as such.   
 
Donations to PCIA Welcome 
In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps Iran Association, please consider 
making a donation.  This can be done either via check or Pay Pal.  

 



 

 

PCIA Links: 

  

Membership and Donations 
  
Pay Pal Donations 
  
PCIA Web Site  

 

  

 

The opinions of the in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the board of 
PCIA.  Contributions to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to the editor 
at AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org.  
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