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The Cyrus Cylinder Jis,sS 4l sisl or Cyrus Charter ) s
Jis058 was discovered under the foundation of a
Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest
time capsule on record. It commemorates Cyrus' victory
over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out the rights of
subjects in his expanding empire. It is often
commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in
the world.
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Note from the Editor: Tentative Steps towards JCPOA Revitalization
By Paul Barker

| admit to being impatient with the steps being taken by the Biden team to get the US
and Iran back into full compliance with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA,
also known as the Iran nuclear agreement). We have seen an unhelpful public debate
over whether Iran or the US needs to take the first step. In point of fact, the position of
the Biden administration has been ambiguous, often phrased as ‘if Iran returns to



compliance, then the US will do so as well.” Recently, Sec. Blinken stated “President
Biden has been clear for some time: if Iran returns to its obligations under the nuclear
agreement, the United States will do the same thing.” “Then” is a tricky word.

There have been small steps forward. The US has withdrawn a Trump administration
assertion that all UN sanctions had been reimposed in September (per the US attempt,
despite having exited the JCPOA, to trigger ‘snapback’ sanctions). The administration
has also ended the “Muslim travel ban,” support for Saudi Arabia’s war in Yemen,
removed Trump's restrictions on Iranian diplomats accredited to their UN mission in
New York, and declared that it would accept a European invitation to participate in a
meeting with JCPOA signatories, including Iran,

These are all actions that the President can take unilaterally. Others are more
complicated: While Biden could issue an Executive Order revoking Trump’s withdrawal
from the JCPOA, it would come with risks. According to Edward Levine, “Once the
United States says we are back in the JCPOA, subsections 2(d) and 2(e) of INARA (the
Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act) kick in. If the Administration cannot certify that Iran
is in complete and transparent compliance (and indeed it cannot certify that), then a
joint resolution is teed up to reinstate all the nuclear sanctions. The President would end
up having to veto that resolution, as it would be very difficult to prevent Congress from
passing it. Do you blame Biden for not wanting to go down that path in his first month in
office?” This consideration may explain the apparent strategy of encouraging the
Europeans to invite the US to join the next P5+1+Iran meeting of JCPOA signatories.
That meeting would be the venue for initiating direct US-Iranian diplomacy and agreeing
on the orchestrated steps the two sides will need to take to get back to full compliance,
at which time the US should be welcomed back into the JCPOA as a member in good
standing.

Short of declaring itself already a member of the JCPOA, there are a number of
confidence building steps that the US could and should take to send positive messages
and speed the negotiating process. These could include:

1) Greenlight Iran’s request for an IMF loan for COVID relief

2) Eliminate all ambiguity about humanitarian sales and assistance to Iran being
exempt from US banking sanctions

3) Ease restrictions on Iran’s access to its reserves held in other countries

The logic of the path back to a healthy JCPOA is grounded on the acceptance of the
fact that it was the US, via actions of the Trump administration, that violated the
agreement and, through the misdirected ‘maximum pressure’ campaign, eventually
spurred Iran to push past some of its limitations.

For advocates of peaceful progress with Iran, the highest priority now is to expand
congressional support for the Biden administration to move expeditiously to restoring
US and Iranian compliance with their JCPOA obligations.

PCIA Board of Directors Statement



Anxiety Over Mixed Messages on Biden JCPOA Return Strategy
13 February 2021

As the Board of Directors for the Peace Corps Iran Association, we represent the
aspirations for peace and Iranian-American understanding of the 1,800 Peace Corps
Volunteers who served in Iran between 1962 and 1976. In that light, we supported the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and were dismayed by the relentless
hostility of the Trump administration towards Iran, capped by exiting the JCPOA (while
Iran was in compliance) and reimposing and tightening sanctions. Under President
Biden the United States has the opportunity, indeed, the obligation, in the interests of
both countries to renew diplomacy.

During his election campaign President Biden indicated a commitment to returning the
US to full membership in the JCPOA on a ‘compliance for compliance’ basis. The
implication is that returning to compliance means implementation on the part of both
the US and Iran in a way that indicates good faith on both sides.

We are concerned that recent statements from President Biden and Secretary of State
Blinken indicate an expectation that Iran must take steps back to compliance before the
US will match them. Recognizing that in May 2018 it was the United States that violated
the terms of the JCPOA and accompanying UN Security Council Resolution 2231, our
country has no standing to insist that the other party take the first steps.

The facts are these:

- Iran was in full compliance with its JCPOA obligations for a full year after
Trump pulled the US out. Only then did Iran gradually walk back from its JCPOA
obligations, but in a way that is reversable.

- Trump’s ‘maximum pressure’ strategy has been a ‘maximum failure’ as over
the past two years Iran’s nuclear program has been significantly ramped up;
Iran’s support to its favored actors across the region has increased; pro-Iranian
militia groups in Irag have again targeted American forces; and Iranian missile
technology has progressed.

- The ‘maximum pressure’ strategy has exacted a heavy humanitarian toll on
the Iranian people.

- Trump's policies have seriously undercut the reputation and influence of
moderates in the Iranian government. With elections coming in June, it is likely
that moderates such as the current president Rouhani, who supports the JCPOA,
will be replaced by hardliners.

The Iranian election season will ramp up in mid-March. If the Biden administration
takes serious steps towards returning to JCPOA compliance in the coming weeks, the
electoral prospects of moderate candidates in Iran will be enhanced and with them the
prospects for dialog between the Biden team and their counterparts in Tehran.

Biden'’s inspired choice of Rob Malley as his Special Envoy for Iran is most welcome.
Malley must be empowered immediately to work directly with Iranian counterparts and
with the other signatories to the JCPOA. Iran diplomacy must return to professional



channels and protocols and not be constrained by poorly articulated statements to the
press.

The US now has a president and national security team committed to diplomacy with
Iran on the nuclear and other regional issues. Reviving the JCPOA is the first, indeed
prerequisite, step for subsequent multilateral diplomacy on these other issues. The
window is fast closing for returning the US and Iran to mutual compliance with the
JCPOA. Now is the time for the US to take concrete steps to rejoin the JCPOA in
discussion with Iran and the other JCPOA signatories.

Board of Directors
Peace Corps Iran Association

Iran Podcast: John Limbert: US & Iran: Wrestling the Ghosts
of History, 2021/2/12

Negar Mortazavi speaks to John Limbert, former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
Iran and one of the last US diplomats to serve in Tehran where he was taken hostage in
1979. They discuss four decades of animosity between Tehran and Washington and
how both sides have been wrestling with the ghosts of history. Ambassador Limbert
explained how the recent storming of the US Capitol reminded him of the take-over of
the US embassy in 1979, and why he compared Donald Trump to Ayatollah Khomeini.
He also recalled meeting Iran's current Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, in captivity in
1979, when he used his knowledge of Persian language and Iranian culture to send a
message to the Iranian public.

Road Back to JCPOA

Lara Jakes, Michael Crowley and David E. Sanger: Biden Administration Formally
Offers to Restart Nuclear Talks With Iran, 2021/2/18

President Biden campaigned on restoring an accord limiting Iran’s nuclear program. It
remains unclear if Tehran, which is demanding that sanctions be lifted, will accept the
offer to talk.

NIAC: Iranian Leaders Signal More Flexibility on a JCPOA Return
« Khamenei & Rouhani Discuss Potential Phased Return to the JCPOA
« Rouhani Talks to European Leaders as Qatari FM Travels to Tehran
« |IAEA Chief Heading to Iran
« Health of Jailed Dervish Protestor Dire

Vote Vets statement on President Biden's Offer to Re-enter Iran Deal

J Street applauds Biden Admin for Steps Paving the Way to Renewed Diplomatic
Engagement on Iranian Nuclear Activity

Arms Control Association: Fact Sheets, February 2021
« The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action: An Effective Verifiable Nuclear
Deal
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/18/us/politics/biden-iran-nuclear.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/18/us/politics/biden-iran-nuclear.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://click.everyaction.com/k/25240190/273227717/-289252603?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNRUEvMS82ODczNCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJlZjMwMWI5Ni1kMjcyLWViMTEtOTg4OS0wMDE1NWQ0M2M5OTIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImJhcmtlcnBhdWw5ODdAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=PzdRhWrHX-fRjZ7A-pkOELm4-lbjtoV--hRwCcvrfTE=&emci=1b8edb61-5d72-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&emdi=ef301b96-d272-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&ceid=221668
https://click.everyaction.com/k/25240191/273227718/-289252603?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNRUEvMS82ODczNCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJlZjMwMWI5Ni1kMjcyLWViMTEtOTg4OS0wMDE1NWQ0M2M5OTIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImJhcmtlcnBhdWw5ODdAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=PzdRhWrHX-fRjZ7A-pkOELm4-lbjtoV--hRwCcvrfTE=&emci=1b8edb61-5d72-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&emdi=ef301b96-d272-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&ceid=221668#anchor1
https://click.everyaction.com/k/25240192/273227719/-289252603?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNRUEvMS82ODczNCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJlZjMwMWI5Ni1kMjcyLWViMTEtOTg4OS0wMDE1NWQ0M2M5OTIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImJhcmtlcnBhdWw5ODdAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=PzdRhWrHX-fRjZ7A-pkOELm4-lbjtoV--hRwCcvrfTE=&emci=1b8edb61-5d72-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&emdi=ef301b96-d272-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&ceid=221668#anchor2
https://click.everyaction.com/k/25240193/273227720/-289252603?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNRUEvMS82ODczNCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJlZjMwMWI5Ni1kMjcyLWViMTEtOTg4OS0wMDE1NWQ0M2M5OTIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImJhcmtlcnBhdWw5ODdAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=PzdRhWrHX-fRjZ7A-pkOELm4-lbjtoV--hRwCcvrfTE=&emci=1b8edb61-5d72-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&emdi=ef301b96-d272-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&ceid=221668#anchor3
https://click.everyaction.com/k/25240194/273227721/-289252603?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNRUEvMS82ODczNCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJlZjMwMWI5Ni1kMjcyLWViMTEtOTg4OS0wMDE1NWQ0M2M5OTIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImJhcmtlcnBhdWw5ODdAZ21haWwuY29tIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=PzdRhWrHX-fRjZ7A-pkOELm4-lbjtoV--hRwCcvrfTE=&emci=1b8edb61-5d72-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&emdi=ef301b96-d272-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&ceid=221668#anchor4
https://twitter.com/votevets/status/1362554002274213889
https://jstreet.org/press-releases/j-street-applauds-biden-admin-for-steps-paving-the-way-to-renewed-diplomatic-engagement-on-iranian-nuclear-activity/#.YDARcmhKjFg
https://jstreet.org/press-releases/j-street-applauds-biden-admin-for-steps-paving-the-way-to-renewed-diplomatic-engagement-on-iranian-nuclear-activity/#.YDARcmhKjFg
https://www.armscontrol.org/sites/default/files/files/Reports/ACA_JCPOA-Explainer_FactSheet2021.pdf
https://www.armscontrol.org/sites/default/files/files/Reports/ACA_JCPOA-Explainer_FactSheet2021.pdf
https://www.armscontrol.org/sites/default/files/files/Reports/ACA_JCPOA-Explainer_FactSheet2021.pdf

« Monitoring Iran’s Nuclear Activities: NPT and JCPOA Requirements
¢« Restoring the JCPOA'’s Nuclear Limits

John Glasser: Biden’s Posturing on Iran Complicates Diplomacy, 2021/2/19
Arms Control Association: Restoring the JCPOA’s Nuclear Limits, 2021/2/19

John Gay: After “Maximum Pressure”: Returning To Deterrence And Diplomacy
With Iran, 2021/2

Ail Vaez: Biden should Cap, Freeze and Roll Back Iran’s Nuclear Program,
2021/2/18

Assal Rad: Resuscitating American Diplomacy Begins With Iran, 2021/2/18
US diplomacy has had a turbulent history. The Biden administration now has the
opportunity to take meaningful steps on the path to peace.

Julien Barnes-Dacey & Ellie Geranmayeh: The narrow path to agreement: How
Europe should support the Iran nuclear deal, 2021/2/10

Jamal Abdi: Biden May Only Have Four Weeks To Revive Iran Deal, 2021/1/27

Paul Pillar: The Tired Old Opposition to the Iran Nuclear Accord Rears Its Head,
2021/2/14

Masha Rouhi: Reviving the Nuclear Deal Gives the U.S. More Leverage Over Iran,
2012/2/15

Javad Zarif: Iran wants the nuclear deal it made: Don’t ask Tehran to meet new
conditions, 2021/1/22

Atlantic Council: The complexities of unraveling US sanctions and returning to
the JCPOA, 2021/1/28

David Brennan: Biden Must Rejoin Iran Nuclear Deal To Avoid 'Unacceptable’
War, Former Officials Say, 2021/2/5

LA Times Editorial: Biden needs to make the first move to revive the Iran nuclear
deal, 2021/2/10

Times of Israel: Arquing in favor of Iran deal, 2 ex-officers refuse to fall in behind
Netanyahu, 2021/2/20

Ali Vaez tweets: Misperceptions about JCPOA status 2021/2/8

1| Despite the fact that Iran's nuclear program has rarely been off the front pages for better part
of a decade, reporting and commentary around it continues to be riddled with basic
misunderstandings and errors. A thread to help clarify a few things [1/5]:

2|"lIran is only weeks/months away from a nuclear weapon". No. JCPOA put Iran's "breakout
time" at 1 yr. This is time it would take to have enough fissile material for a weapon - not a
complete nuke. US estimates are that this period is now 3-4 months; Israel pegs it at 6.

3| Something "... nuclear weapons program”. There is no evidence of weapons-related work at
present. Recent IAEA findings on radioactive traces relate to activities in late 90s/early 00s;
even Trump admin noted that in here & now, no current weapons dimension:



https://www.armscontrol.org/sites/default/files/files/Reports/ACA_JCPOA-Monitoring_FactSheet2021.pdf
https://www.armscontrol.org/sites/default/files/files/Reports/ACA_JCPOA-DealViolations_FactSheet2021.pdf
https://www.cato.org/blog/bidens-posturing-iran-complicates-diplomacy
https://www.armscontrol.org/sites/default/files/files/Reports/ACA_JCPOA-DealViolations_FactSheet2021.pdf
https://www.defensepriorities.org/explainers/after-maximum-pressure-returning-to-deterrence-and-diplomacy-with-iran
https://www.defensepriorities.org/explainers/after-maximum-pressure-returning-to-deterrence-and-diplomacy-with-iran
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/gulf-and-arabian-peninsula/iran/biden-should-cap-freeze-and-roll-back-irans-nuclear-program
https://inkstickmedia.com/resuscitating-american-diplomacy-begins-with-iran/
https://ecfr.eu/article/the-narrow-path-to-agreement-how-europe-should-support-the-iran-nuclear-deal/
https://ecfr.eu/article/the-narrow-path-to-agreement-how-europe-should-support-the-iran-nuclear-deal/
https://www.newsweek.com/biden-four-weeks-iran-deal-1564978?emci=c14dc3d8-0f67-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&emdi=393c05e2-ee67-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&ceid=221668
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/paul-pillar/tired-old-opposition-iran-nuclear-accord%C2%A0rears-its-head-178232
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/02/15/reviving-the-nuclear-deal-gives-the-u-s-more-leverage-over-iran/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/iran/2021-01-22/iran-wants-nuclear-deal-it-made?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=press_note&utm_campaign=&utm_content=20210122&utm_term=PressFA
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/iran/2021-01-22/iran-wants-nuclear-deal-it-made?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=press_note&utm_campaign=&utm_content=20210122&utm_term=PressFA
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/the-complexities-of-unraveling-us-sanctions-and-returning-to-the-jcpoa/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/the-complexities-of-unraveling-us-sanctions-and-returning-to-the-jcpoa/
https://www.newsweek.com/joe-biden-must-rejoin-iran-nuclear-deal-avoid-unacceptable-war-former-officials-say-1567097
https://www.newsweek.com/joe-biden-must-rejoin-iran-nuclear-deal-avoid-unacceptable-war-former-officials-say-1567097
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2021-02-10/editorial-biden-should-make-the-first-move-to-revive-the-iran-nuclear-deal
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2021-02-10/editorial-biden-should-make-the-first-move-to-revive-the-iran-nuclear-deal
https://www.timesofisrael.com/arguing-in-favor-of-iran-deal-2-ex-officers-refuse-to-fall-in-behind-netanyahu/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/arguing-in-favor-of-iran-deal-2-ex-officers-refuse-to-fall-in-behind-netanyahu/

4| "The JCPOA will soon expire". This old chestnut relates to the fact that some nuclear
restrictions are relaxed over time, which is correct. But key restrictions remain in place, and
under max pressure the "sunsets" are taking place now instead of years down the line.

5| "lran is about to end inspections”. Incorrect! Tehran, per a parliamentary law passed after
killing of a top nuclear scientist, is threatening to curb inspections under the Additional Protocol,
implemented as part of JCPOA. This limits but does not end IAEA access.

Brad Hanson takeaways from 2021/2/18 J-Street Call re JCPOA Return Challenges
Three major attacks by those opposed to a nuclear deal in 2015 have been resurrected to
oppose rejoining the nuclear deal now: it did not completely eliminate enrichment; it did not
deal with other issues; and (often unstated so directly) any agreement and/or diplomacy with
Iran would obstruct their real goal of regime change.

Recent Washington Post poll of hundreds of Middle East experts found 75 per cent believe
the US should immediately return to the JCPOA.

Politics is slowing Biden Administration’s return to the JCPOA. Domestically, they don’t want
to anger key Democratic Senators, who opposed the nuclear deal in 2015, especially,
Menendez who chairs the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee through which they must still get
most of its key foreign affairs nominees, including Wendy Sherman, who played a key role in
2015 JCPOA negotiations, for Undersecretary of State. Biden also needs all 50 Democratic
Senators on board for passage of his top priority covid relief bill. Internationally, Israel, Saudi
Arabia, and other Gulf states are weighing in strongly against rejoining the JCPOA.

There are three camps within the Biden Administration — those wanting a rapid return to the
JCPOA, those wanting to hold off believing the Trump sanctions give the US added leverage
with Iran, and those who want to scrap the JCPOA and come up with an interim deal freezing
Iran’s nuclear program in hopes of getting a better deal later. The problem is that the longer
Biden Administration waits, the harder it gets because of June Iranian presidential elections
and the possibility of upending events on the ground in the Middle East, such as more attacks
like the recent one on a US base in Erbil, Iraq or an Israeli attack against Iranian nuclear
facilities or scientists, etc. Thus, a quick return to the deal is the best option.

Netanyahu is in a weaker position to obstruct the nuclear deal now than in 2015 given his
corruption trial, perpetual Israeli elections, Biden’s remembrance of Netanyahu’s brazen
partisanship and disrespect of Obama in 2015, and the lessened importance of the Middle
East and its oil to the US today.

All welcomed the report that broke during the call that the US was willing to accept a possible
EU invitation to join the P5 + 1 and Iran to discuss returning to the JCPOA.

See also Joe Cirincione’s article in “Responsible Statecraft,” 2021/2/18

Dark Money in Foreign Policy Consulting

Eli Clifton: Dark-money think tanks dominate House Foreign Affairs withess list,
2021/1/26

Brad Hanson comment: This article draws attention to “expert witnesses” before
Congressional committees from think tanks with non-existent or very opaque
disclosures of their funding sources, such as the Heritage Foundation and the
Foundation for the Defense of Democracies. It also highlights one small reform the
House is taking toward greater transparency.

Pursuing Regional Solutions



https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/02/18/why-hasnt-biden-returned-to-the-iran-nuclear-deal/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2021/01/26/dark-money-think-tanks-dominate-house-foreign-affairs-committee-witness-table/?mc_cid=3a795e0d39&mc_eid=5c9a39e389

Lara Jakes and Eric Schmitt: Seeking Fresh Start With Iraqg, Biden Avoids Setting
Red Lines With Iran, 2021/2/20

The administration’s measured response to a rocket attack in Erbil sharply contrasts
with a Trump-era campaign against Iran that, more often than not, caught Iraq in the
crossfire

Abdulaziz Sager and Hossein Mousavian: We can escape a zero-sum struggqgle
between Iran and Saudi Arabia — if we act now, 2021/1/31

Joe Biden’s presidency is a chance to build on existing quiet cooperation. Our leaders
must grasp it swiftly

Trita Parsi: Toward an Inclusive Security Arrangement in the Persian Gulf,
2021/1/21

« Abandon dominance. For many of the United States’ security partners, even a
dysfunctional Pax Americana is preferable to the compromises that a security
architecture would inevitably entail. The preconditions for creating a successful security
architecture can emerge only if the United States begins a military withdrawal from the
Persian Gulf and credibly signals it no longer seeks to sustain hegemony.

* Encourage regional dialogue, but let the region lead. The incoming Biden
administration’s hint that it will seek an inclusive security dialogue in the Persian Gulf is
a welcome first step toward shifting the burden of security to the regional states
themselves. For such an effort to be successful, the United States should play a
supporting role while urging regional states to take the lead.

* Include other major powers. The regional dialogue should include the permanent
members of the United Nations Security Council and major Asian powers with a strong
interest in stability in the Persian Gulf. Including them can help dilute Washington’s and
Beijing’s roles while protecting the region from inter—Asian rivalries in the future.

Chris Murphy: America’s Middle East Policy Is Outdated and Dangerous,
2021/2/19

Carolyn Yale comment: All fine and well, but | have a quarrel with Murphy's slant, which is
evidenced by his lining up Iran with Al Quada and ISIS, as if Iran were a similar problematic
faction. It seems his mindset cannot embrace a vision of treating Iran as a legitimate and
important player in advancing regional stability and peace.

Brad Hanson comment: "Senator Murphy’s article is a carefully thought out piece making the
argument and providing some practical advice to the Biden Administration for starting to reduce
the US military presence in the region and moving the GCC states to a situation where regional
states, including Iran and Israel, with encouragement from interested outside parties, including
the US, Russia, Europe, and China, start to discuss, negotiate, and put into place a regional
security agreement. This process will take years, if not decades, of diplomatic effort, so
transformational in nature it is, but it must start with small steps. Even small steps are likely to
elicit vocal opposition from supporters of the status quo.”

Tom Huf comment: | was also unhappy with his talking about weapons and how we should
continue to sell "defensive" weapons to the same Sunnis who are doing everything they can to
isolate Iran and cause us to stay in the region. That position totally undercuts the laudable
larger idea of getting us out of being the power broker and pushing them to work much harder to
solve their own problems fairly with all parties at the table. Our arms sales first to the Shah and
Turkey, then to Saddam Hussein, and now to the Saudis have kept Raytheon and Eric Prince
fully employed but have been a large part of the problem.



https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/20/us/politics/biden-iraq-iran.html?smid=em-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/20/us/politics/biden-iraq-iran.html?smid=em-share
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jan/31/iran-saudi-arabia-joe-biden-cooperation
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jan/31/iran-saudi-arabia-joe-biden-cooperation
https://quincyinst.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Inclusive-Security-Architecture.pdf
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2021-02-19/americas-middle-east-policy-outdated-and-dangerous

Quincy Institute: How Biden can end the war in Yemen: A new U.S. approach, 2021/2/11
Brad Hanson Takeaways

1) The UAE is still heavily involved in the war on the ground in Aden and the
surrounding area. | thought the UAE had basically stopped its involvement.

2) Several participants cited examples of the Houthis’ independence from, long
predating of, and differing views with the Islamic Republic of Iran. They are definitely
not an Iranian puppet.

80+ Orgs and Experts to Biden: To Fulfill Promise of Ending U.S. Support In
Yemen, Cancel $36.5B in Military Support, 2021/2/11

Thomas Pickering review of Middle East Free of Weapons of Mass Destruction: A
New Approach to Nonproliferation, by Seyed Hossein Mousavian and Emad Kiyaei

Daniel Larison: Salvaging the Iran Nuclear Deal before it’s too late, 2020/1/22
Robert Kaplan’s piece is supposed to be an argument about countering China, but he
starts it off by claiming that rejoining the JCPOA will “undermine key allies in Israel and
Saudi Arabia” while “ignoring” the growth of Chinese influence. It never seems to occur
to Kaplan that his call for countering Chinese influence is in direct opposition to his
criticism of reentering the nuclear deal. If the U.S. wanted to limit Chinese influence in
the Middle East, giving Iran the promised sanctions relief as part of the JCPOA would
be the obvious move.

Katie Bo Williams: Saudis Expanding US Military Access to Airfields, Port, to
Counter Iran, 2021/1/26

Iran Podcast: Matt Duss progressive vision for US foreign policy towards the
Middle East, two decades after 9/11 and the global war on terror

Iran Project Briefinqg Paper

o [Each state in the region has a different approach to deterring attacks from
neighbors. Saudi Arabia and the UAE depend heavily on modern combat aircraft
as their principal deterrents. Israel relies on modern aircraft weapons systems and
nuclear-capable ballistic and submarine-launched cruise missiles. Israel, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE can call on their close relations with the U.S. as the ultimate
back up. Syria relies on Russian and Iranian military support and on limited
aircraft and ballistic missiles with chemical weapons capability. Iran depends on
its ballistic, cruise missiles and drones and on its asymmetrical use of proxies and
cyber capabilities.
Agreements to reduce the proliferation of dangerous weapons systems will
require negotiations between Iran and the other regional states, with the
support of the U.S., Europe, Russia and China. Such negotiations could be
undertaken in multilateral forums, possibly under the auspices of the UN or
another group of states. Limiting the ranges and testing of ballistic missiles might
be first steps. Ballistic and cruise missiles and drones are a growing threat in the
Middle East and will continue to be, until regional states and their outside patron
powers decide to seek a more balanced, stable and peaceful approach through
negotiated, regional agreements.

Dealing with Middle East Missiles
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SOLVING THE IRANIAN MISSILE PROBLEM REQUIRES A REGION-WIDE SOLUTION
BALLISTIC MISSILES IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
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Brad Hanson comment: This map shows in detail the broad extent of existing ballistic

missiles in the Middle East and North Africa to make the point in its title, “Solving the
Iranian missile problem requires a region-wide solution.”

Hanna Notte: Biden Has a Model for Dealing With Regional Fears of Iranian Missiles
and Proxies, 2021/1/25

Mark Fitzpatrick: North Korea—Iran missile cooperation is reason for ambitious
diplomacy, 2021/2/15

Bill Beeman and Mohammad Mazhanri: Iran's conventional arms are completely
legal, 2021.1.29

Nasser Karimi, AP: Iran state TV airs launch of new satellite-carrying rocket,
2021/2/1

IAEA Report, Iran’s Nuclear Intentions and Iranian Concerns

Lawerence Norman: Iran U.N. Inspectors Find Radioactive Traces, Raising Fresh
Concerns, 2021/2/5

Robert Kelley: Iran is actually reducing its weapons-usable uranium inventory,
2021/1/28

Iran letter to IAEA re Confidentiality Concerns, 2021/2/4
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https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/iran-is-actually-reducing-its-weapons-usable-uranium-inventory/
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/infcircs/2021/infcirc954_.pdf
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Biden Staff Choices

Lara Jakes and Michael Crowley: U.S. Names Iran Envoy in Battle of Wills With
Tehran Over Nuclear Negotiations, 2021/1/28

Robert Malley, a former Middle East adviser to Democratic presidents and a conflict
resolution analyst, had faced opposition from conservatives even before his
appointment was announced.

Peter Beinart: Why Rob Malley Matters, 2021/1/25

"Malley has shown the capacity to do something Beltway militarists find deeply
threatening: See beyond America’s self-congratulatory self-conception and grasp how
the US and its allies look to their victims."

Sanctions

Rethinking Iran: Iran Under Sanctions
These eight in depth studies are products of a multiyear, multi-disciplinary project under
the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies:
e Inflation targeting in the time of sanctions and pandemic
US sanctions and Iran’s energy strategy
Resistance is simple, resilience is complex: Sanctions and Iranian trade
Impact of sanctions on household welfare and employment
Unintended environmental impacts of Iran sanctions
Iran’s manufacturing sector under international economic sanctions
Sanctions and illicit drugs in Iran
Macroeconomic impacts of US sanctions (2017-2019) on Iran



https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/28/us/politics/biden-iran-envoy.html?smid=em-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/28/us/politics/biden-iran-envoy.html?smid=em-share
https://peterbeinart.substack.com/p/why-rob-malley-matters
https://www.rethinkingiran.com/iranundersanctions

Kenneth Katzman: Analyzing terrorism sanctions on Iran and the path forward,
2021/2/11

Iran’s Economy

Brendon Hong: China is still brimming with Iranian oil, 2021/2/10

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj: Iran’s Oil Sector Is Breaking Out, 2021/1/25
Financial Times: IMF Says Processing Iran’s $5 Billion Loan Request, 2021/2/6

Human Rights

Hadi Ghaemi: Biden Must Not Ignore Iran’s Human Rights Record, 2021/2/11
The U.S. government has a long history of pursuing multiple policy goals with
adversaries and demanding respect for human rights will not derail nuclear negotiations.

Jason Rezaian: Biden’s Iran challenge will be engaging its people, 2021/1/26
Former WP reporter imprisoned in Iran offers a useful list of people to people and other
programs which the Biden Administration might engage upon alongside diplomacy on
the nuclear and other issues

Carlotta Gall: Turkey Offers Uncertain Refuge for Iranians Fleeing Persecution,
2021/1/26

An abduction and a murder have scared dissidents seeking shelter in Turkey into
looking further afield for safety.

Jeff Kaufman: Iran’s Nelson Mandela’ is back in prison. Biden must push for her
freedom. 2021/1/26

Anastasia Tsioulcas: After U.S. Immiqgration Battle, Musician Kayhan Kalhor
Returns To Iran, 2021/2/10

Karen Kramer: Iran Isn’t Just a Nuclear File, 2021/2/2
The Biden Administration Should Put Human Rights at the Center of Its Policy

The Guardian: Academic jailed in Iran pulls off daring escape back to Britain,
2021/2/3

Kameel Ahmady smuggled himself out through mountainous border after being
sentenced to nine years

US Holocaust Memorial Museum: Holocaust Denial in Iran

Farnaz Fassihi: They Thought, Why Not Iran? The Decision Upended Their Lives.
2021/2/18

An Iranian-American couple’s relocation to Iran after their daughters

went off to college in the United States was a mistake paid for in

accusations of spying, murky prosecution and prison.

James Dorsey: Iranians move into front line of the Middle East’s quest for
religious change, 2021/1/26



https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/analyzing-terrorism-sanctions-on-iran-and-the-path-forward/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/china-is-still-brimming-with-iranian-oil/
https://www.bourseandbazaar.com/articles/2021/1/23/irans-oil-sector-is-breaking-out
https://financialtribune.com/articles/business-and-markets/107395/imf-says-processing-iran-s-5-billion-loan-request?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=e4d03c5d215499a076ebbc2e209a187186054f2e-1612794898-0-AY2bqvmUleGw-bPxWTviAgBKjIAXhMlj8FT1AWGvVqVvcobMi5x7yB4i_i2vVBfaK3m7wmQsmqnN2IqqGbFSWxzccDq2xhTLsZpQov1RnKkYgf1v16jQO5B4TyzPIT_ge0bwV39IoR5PyK04SZ-tJO8ybZuSERdtSHdtbz5_8_WfTgdZuZmJB7Eo6VTkVE1cG7fBkERfxIojlQDv6HWuXRbtJRY-TTQYRyibsxGc3N2VWDZFZY40InFr8tjb0CxzsZ9ebl5zbhepCcxC40SQjOcrRjnOGpJJIZX6zK5Rv6ono7vkm3qQKyN9Gf4PaQqJYXRRQxWd5_TrshC_A-x2KzEV_ms-HUYOrbvOl46P35GatC2-7ewo_-ZL53QOGcg8RnPqa9BarEEVeY6f7eVwf7jlQ7obyCsNWi0_oHGylwIl
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Environment

Barney Bartlett, Shirin Hakim, Karen MaKuch: Sanctioning the Environment: Why
US Foreign Policy has Failed Iran and Iraq, 2021/1/22

Researchers under the aegis of The Institute for Peace and Diplomacy, a Canadian
non-profit, non-partisan foreign policy think tank, raise and investigate a neglected
issue, the impact of US sanctions on sanctioned countries’ struggles to protect their
environment. Their case study is Iran and the Irag/Iran border region, in particular.

Action Alerts

Over the last month, the board sent two Action Alerts to the membership, as follows:
1/24/21 — Encouraging members to sign onto a letter circulated by Ploughshares
supporting diplomacy with Iran and the appointment of persons knowledgeable about
Iran to engage in that diplomacy, such as Rob Malley, in particular.

2/6/21 - Encouraging members to contact their Congressional representatives, urging
them to sign on to the “Omar-Garcia-Warren” letter, which requests that the
administration take steps to end the harmful impacts of sanctions.

History

Abbas Milani review: AMERICA AND IRAN: A History, 1720 to the Present, By
John Ghazvinian

Hooman Majd Interview with John Ghaznivian: Allies to Adversaries: the Fraught
History of America and Iran

Daniel Larison: How To Repair The U.S.-Iranian Relationship, 2021/2/3

In order to understand how it might happen, it is essential that we learn the full
history.

PBS: The Queen and the Coup

Assal Rad: Regime changers love to think Iran is always on the ‘brink of collapse’,
2021/2/11

Sina Azodi: What does the history tell us about Iran’s nuclear intentions? 2021/2/16

Media:

Nadane Nasseri: How To Write About Iran: A Guide For Journalists, Analysts, And
Policymaker

This delightful tongue-in-cheek list of ways some Western media demonizes,
dehumanizes, and exoticizes Iranians and Iran should be kept in mind by discerning
readers of the Western press on Iran and Iranians, in general, and by those writing,
filming, and podcasting about Iran and Iranians, in particular.
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https://peacediplomacy.org/2021/01/21/sanctioning-the-environment-why-us-foreign-policy-has-failed-iran-and-iraq/
https://silkstart.s3.amazonaws.com/5be2a6e8-53b4-41d6-9960-10d5458f38b7.pdf
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https://www.pbs.org/show/queen-and-coup/
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https://www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/how-to-write-about-iran-a-guide-for-journalists-analysts-and-policymakers
https://www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/how-to-write-about-iran-a-guide-for-journalists-analysts-and-policymakers

Sina Azodi: Translation of Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Aragchi’s Intrview on
Iranian TV, 2021/2/20

Insights on how the Iranian government views recent steps of Biden team, what he sees
as possibly on the table and what is definitely off.

llan Berman: Joe Biden’s Secret Weapon for Resetting Iran Policy, 2021/2/17
VOA can play a crucial role in outreach to the Iranian people. But the White House
should get serious about fixing its problems.

ADVOCACY MISSION STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and Iranians through
education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in Iran.

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, and cultural
diplomacy.

PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding Principles for our advocacy efforts
toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, and their peoples.

1. Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship, inclusiveness and world
peace. As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.

2. Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and their citizens.

3. Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties reinforces international
cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict. .

4. Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues.

5. Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts. Peace is built and sustained through voluntary agreement and consent.

GROUND RULES:

1. The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this subject. It is a way to share
ideas, information, and opportunities for action. The Bulletin is archived on the website.

2. PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication. The editor decides which articles are selected for publication.
Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s Mission, Values, and Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the
current state of Iran advocacy issues, may be posted in PCIA’s Facebook group.

3. Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question answered, "l consent/do
not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin distribution and PCIA archives." If consent is given,
statements issued to the public will be identified as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board.
4. Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help readers understand issues.
5. The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based. Whenever possible citations and
links to web-based articles should be included in the articles.

6. Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board positions. However, members of the
Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be
posted in the Advocacy Bulletin will be identified as such.

The opinions of the in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the board of PCIA. Contributions
to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to the editor at Advocate@peacecorpsiran.org

Donations to PCIA Welcome
In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps Iran Association, please consider making a
donation.
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