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My Classroom at the Rahnamai-ye Danesh 
Photo courtesy of Roger Nix (Bardaskan, 1974-76)  

   

  

 
From The Field - PCIA Board Newsletter 

 

“Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field. I will meet you there.” 

Jalal ad-Din Rumi 

  

September, 2020 

  

  

Dear Shirley  

 

Ja-ye Jackie (Jackie's Place) 

Life Goes On, Here and There 



By Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) 

 

Staying on an even keel has been unusually challenging this year. There is the 

pandemic and the need to isolate. I haven’t hugged my grandchildren since March, 

although I am extremely grateful that I can see them regularly in their backyards, 

with distancing. Much worse though, is the very serious threat to those who 

actually contract the virus. Our hearts go out to the family of Ron Moody (Gorgan, 

1966-68), who died of COVID-19 in August. 

  

Now we have a host of political issues piled on top of our health concerns. Will we 

be able to vote? Will there be a functioning post office? Will political unrest 

continue and grow? Here in Portland, we are now in our 102nd day of nightly 

protests downtown, leading to my next question, will we see racial justice and an 

end to systemic racism in our lifetimes? 

  

Amid this ferment here in America, I am corresponding with my friends in Iran. 

They are dealing with health, economic, and political issues on a personal and 

societal scale there too. My friend Asiyeh, the daughter of one of my students, 

Sekineh, shared her story of reading my recent emails to her parents, translating 

them as she went. She says (edited slightly): 

  

“I read all your emails aloud. It took almost an hour. It was as if I was reading them an amazing 

story. They got really emotional. I could see tears in their eyes, as they listened carefully in 

silence, filled with a sense of heartbreak, pity, sorrow, loss. Two countries which were friends at 

one time, have been separated and turned into each other’s enemy for nothing but greed, I bet. 

Mom told me you would sing them a song in the classroom: One two buckle my shoe/three four 

shut the door/five six pick up sticks/seven eight lay them straight…😃 She could not remember it 

completely, so I found it for her through google. So beautiful that two families share their 

experiences and love together while they have not visited each other. This is exactly the meaning 

of peace and friendship.” 

  

Yes, this is the meaning of peace and friendship, which we need now more than 

ever. I of course did nothing more than any other PCV, and significantly less than 

many. But I am fortunate to have these friends in Iran, who help me remember 



that people are the same everywhere – nostalgic, hopeful, and longing for peace 

and connection. I welcome your stories of (re)connection, and will share as many 

of them here as possible. 

  

Peace, 

Jackie 

 

Note: Views expressed in Jackie's Place are Jackie's views alone, and not necessarily those of 

PCIA. Letters to the editor are always welcome. 

   

 

 

 

A New Documentary Project on Peace Corps' Work in Iran 

By Hossein Mahallati, Abbas Motlagh, and Bill Brandon (Shiraz, 1964-66)  

Y Knot Production, an independent media production house in New York City with strong Iranian 

American roots, is starting work on a film documenting Peace Corps’ work in Iran. The project will first 

make a series of 6-13 short segments, each covering a different region of Iran and focusing on the 

impact/legacy of Peace Corps volunteers in that area. The second stage of the project will use the raw 

material from those segments to create a 90-minute documentary. 

The film will be directed by Abbas Ahmadi Motlagh, an award-winning filmmaker whose most recent work 

aired on BBC World in June 2020. PCIA member/Iran RPCV Bill Brandon (Shiraz, 1964-66) will act as 

liaison between PCIA and the producers.  

As a first step, they are reaching out to PCIA’s membership, asking for volunteers to complete a short 

survey about their service and state whether they are interested in participating in the film. To volunteer 

for the survey, please respond to Bill here.  

  

 

 

 

Dooreh-ye Ketaab, PCIA's Book Discussion Group 

By Jim Goode (Tuyserkan, 1968-71) and Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 

mailto:jackie@peacecorpsiran.org?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20Editor
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1974-76) 

 

Please join us on Wednesday, September 9 at 5:00pm Pacific time (8pm Eastern) for a 

discussion of Ambling through Life, by Jay Crook. Hired by the Peace Corps as a field 

representative, Jay Crook finished with Peace Corps Iran in 1971 as Deputy Director. He then 

enrolled in the Doctoral Program of Persian Literature for Foreigners at Tehran University and 

received his Ph.D. in 1978. Besides his many years in Iran, Jay spent more than half his adult 

life studying, working, and ambling throughout the Middle East and South Asia, with 

excursions into Europe and elsewhere. This book is a "kind of harvest of journeys, shared 

with the reader". (Amazon) Jay Crook will join us for the discussion on Zoom. 

 

Our last Dooreh of 2020 will be on November 11, when we discuss The Man in the Mirror, by 

Carole Jerome. Matt Shannon will lead the discussion. Note: This book is out of print and an 

affordable copy may be hard to find. We suggest you try your library's interlibrary loan service, 

or look on Amazon, Powells.com, and AbeBooks.com. If you have a copy you're willing to loan 

to another member, or if you need to borrow a copy, please let Jackie know. I'm willing to 

facilitate connections - but please don't send me any books! 

 

Doorehs are generally on the second Wednesday of every other month at 5pm Pacific Time 

(8pm Eastern), and are held on Zoom. 

 

We are now taking title suggestions for the 2021 Dooreh. Send them to Jim or Jackie. 

 

If you have not yet attended a Dooreh-ye Ketaab (literally "book discussion group"), please ask 

Doug Schermer (Semnan, 1966-67) to add you to the Zoom list. If you have been a member 

of previous Dooreh discussions, we have you in the list, you're good! 

   

 

 

 

Historian Report 

By Genna Stead Wangsness (Shiraz, Tehran, 1965-71) 

 

With deaths rising from COVID-19, I would like to remind readers to notify me if 

https://peacecorpsiran.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9ee3fecaeac0bd7715acdf8a&id=c1f2823792&e=29d7bdaf65
https://peacecorpsiran.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9ee3fecaeac0bd7715acdf8a&id=37648ba591&e=29d7bdaf65
mailto:jackie@peacecorpsiran.org?subject=Carole%20Jerome%20Book
mailto:jim@peacecorpsiran.org
mailto:jackie@peacecorpsiran.org
mailto:doug@peacecorpsiran.org?subject=Dooreh%20Zoom%20List
mailto:genna@peacecorpsiran.org


they know of anyone’s death, whether now or in the past. PCIA keeps track of 

deaths within the Peace Corps Iran community, with recent deaths published in 

KhabarNameh. Thank you for your assistance. 

  

 

 

 

Board News  

PCIA Business 

   

Advocacy Actions Taken by PCIA in August 

Last month, the board signed onto a letter to various staff and advisors of the Biden and Trump 

campaigns as well as announced candidates for the House Foreign Affairs Committee Chair, 

on the topic of international sanctions reform. Over 70 diverse NGOs representing 40 million 

supporters signed the letter. 

 

In addition, PCIA's Advocacy Committee signed onto a letter to members of the U.S. House of 

Representatives, outlining various actions that the next Chair of the House Foreign Relations 

committee would need to commit to in order to return the U.S. to the Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action (JCPOA). 

 

For questions about PCIA's advocacy work or to get involved, contact Paul Barker (Bidokht, 

Shiraz, Tehran, 1971-76).  

  

 

 

 

Member Support 

 

While We Sequester at Home.. 

By Jackie Spurlock 

 

..staying connected is more important than ever. Check out the following PCIA-

sponsored Zoom programs. We'll even help you get connected if you need help!  

mailto:paul@peacecorpsiran.org


• Dooreh-ye Ketaab. A dooreh is a discussion group, and ketaab is of 

course, a book. This is our bi-monthly book club. New members always 

welcome. The next one will be on Wed, Sept 9 at 5:00 PDT. (See details 

above.) Let us know if you'd like to join us. Grab a copy of the next book 

and start reading! 

• Iran Issues Group. Our newest offering, this is a monthly friendly 

discussion of current events having to do with Iran. All are welcome. You 

don't have to be an expert, or even know much at all. Bring your interest, 

your questions, your opinions, and your love of conversation. Meetings are 

on the fourth Monday of every month at 5:00 pm PDT. The next one will be 

on Mon, Sept 28. Let us know if you'd like to join us so we can send you a 

Zoom link! 

..relations between Iran and the U.S. continue to unfold. Here are a few upcoming 

free virtual events where you can learn more (since they are virtual it doesn't 

matter where you live - but be sure and check the time zone!)  

• Saturday, September 12, 12-1:30pm EDT - Duke-UNC Consortium for 

Middle East & Islamic Studies - Virtual Seminar: Panel II – Embodied 

Bodies, Non-normativity, and Power Dynamics in Modern Iranian 

Literature and Film - This symposium brings together a range of scholars 

from different disciplines focusing on modern Iran to analyze the wide 

variety of ways in which love and desire have been represented, imagined, 

and discursively constructed. Read about it and register here. 

• Wednesday, September 16, 9:30am EDT - Institute for Security and 

Development Policy - The EU and Iran Sanctions: What Way Forward? 

On October 18, the UN ban on conventional arms sales to Iran will expire. 

What would be the implications of letting the ban expire? And what 

solutions are there for the EU? Panel discussion. Read about it and 

register here. 

• September 1-30 - Global Minnesota - Twin Cities Iranian Culture 

Festival 2020 - Explore Iran’s history and culture, free and virtually – 

Virtual presentations on Iranian architecture, cinema, music, and literature; 
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virtual chaikhaneh (tea house); interactive online art gallery. Learn more 

here. 

..enjoy these films.  

• Desert One. Barbara Kopple’s documentary details the failed mission to 

free the Americans held in Iran in 1980. 

• Coup 53. Taghi Amirani’s documentary is an obsessively detailed dive into 

the 1953 ouster of Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh of Iran. 

• Iran: Life Under Sanctions 2020. The sanctions imposed by the US and 

several other countries have taken their toll on Iranians both financially and 

psychologically. This is the story of some Iranians who have chosen to stay 

and fight the harsh conditions in an attempt to improve their motherland. A 

production of TRT, a Turkish public broadcast service. 

• Rick Steves' Iran. How long has it been since you've watched this by now 

classic (2009) Iran travelogue documentary? Here's another chance! 

..get involved with PCIA. We are compiling a list of jobs for members who have 

time to volunteer with us. We'll share the list soon, but meanwhile, if you've 

thought about what you could contribute to PCIA, or things you'd like to do within 

the organization, please let us know! We need you. 

   

 

 

 

We Get Mail  

From Genna Stead Wangsness (Shiraz, Tehran, 1965-71) 

Nicholas Evans-Cato, the son of Eddie Earl Cato who served with Iran 4 in Sanandaj and was 

John Limbert’s roommate, announces an upcoming show of new work in New York City. 

Eddie, a talented artist, died too young in 1980 in an auto accident when Nicholas was seven 

years old. Nicholas' legacy is his father's talent—soon after his Peace Corps Iran service, 

Eddie developed a reputation as an artist, as has his son Nicholas. 

  

If you are able to attend the opening reception, on Thursday, September 10, between 6 and 8 
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pm, the gallery requires that one make an appointment for a specific time. The gallery permits 

no more than six people at the same time and masks are required. No appointments are 

necessary to visit the gallery at any other time.  

 

Nicholas Evans-Cato Exhibition runs through September 26, 2020. 

George Billis Gallery 

525 W. 26 Street, Ground Floor 

NY, NY 10001 

212.645.2621 

gallery@georgebillis.com 

georgebillis.com 

  

 

 

 

Shopping on Amazon More These Days? 

 

Check out AmazonSmile. It’s a simple and automatic way to support PCIA, at no cost to 

you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same prices and shopping 

experience as at Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to PCIA. 

   

 

 

 

Submit Your Photos 

Message from Jackie 

 

Each month, From the Field features a photo submitted by one of our members. We invite 

you to submit your own photos of Iran, from either your Peace Corps years or recent trips. 

Thanks to everyone who has submitted recently. It will take a few months, but we plan to 

use them all. 
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Find Us on Facebook 

 

For some time, we have had a lively Facebook group, now at almost 400 members. We post 

articles, photos, questions, and comments about Peace Corps in Iran or Iran itself. We invite 

you to click here and ask to join. Be sure and answer the membership question you will see 

there. We will accept your request within a day or two, and you’re in! 

 

We also have a Facebook page, open to the whole world! Located here, this is a public page 

that features news about Iran and PCIA. We add photos and videos regularly. The purpose of 

the FB page is to engage our visitors to consider Iran with a more complete and nuanced view, 

in the spirit of Peace Corps' Third Goal. Hope to see you participating there. Invite your friends 

too! 

  

 

 

  

We Accept Donations 

 

Supporting PCIA with your donations is crucial to our success because we don’t charge dues. 

Donations support our biannual conferences (for example, the last one in San Diego, CA in 

October, 2019), as well as our many other advocacy, legacy, civic engagement, publishing, 

and member connection projects. If you are proud of your Peace Corps experience and 

believe that PCIA leverages and amplifies your ideals and your voice as an RPCV, we invite 

you to donate as you are able, either through PayPal or by printing this form and mailing it 

with an (optional) check. We are grateful. 

  

 

 

 

PCIA Publications 
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• KhabarNameh, PCIA's official e-newsletter is published in February, June, and 

October. All PCIA members receive it. You may become a member here. Back issues 

may be found here. Editor Joan Gaughan (Lahijan, Rasht, 1964-66). 

• From the Field is the board's monthly e-newsletter. It is emailed to all members during 

the first weekend of every month. Back issues may be found here. Editor Jackie 

Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76). 

• Advocacy Bulletin, covering Iran relations, opinion, analysis, and commentary, is 

published monthly and emailed to all members in the third week of the month. You 

may become a member here. You may sign up for just the Bulletin here. Back issues 

may be found here. Editor Paul Barker (Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran, 1971-76). 

• Action Alerts are sent out in response to urgent situations as they arise. Unlike the 

above three newsletters, Action Alerts are sent only to those who have requested 

them. If you would like to be added to our Action Alert mailing list, please email us. 

Include your name and ask to be added to the Action Alerts list. 

  

 

 

 

Membership 

 

Membership in PCIA is free (no dues). We welcome everyone who shares our values of 

peace, diplomacy, cultural understanding, and preserving the legacy of Peace Corps Iran. 

Members do not need to have served in the Peace Corps or lived in Iran. To become a 

member, print this form, fill it out, and mail to the address on the form. 

  

 

 

PCIA MISSION STATEMENT 

   

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between 

Americans and Iranians through outreach, education and advocacy, and upholds 

the legacy of Peace Corps in Iran.  
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Adopted February, 2017. 

 

PCIA CORE VALUES  

• Experience. We value the experience and knowledge of Iran and its people 

that our members have acquired through Peace Corps. We seek to preserve 

and share the legacy of our experience. We believe the experience of living 

in another culture shaped our worldview and commitment to giving back. 

• Making a Difference. We aspire to make a difference by speaking up in 

accordance with our mission and goals. 

• Diversity and Inclusion. We value diversity of experience and opinion, 

and believe understanding is achieved through open mindedness, 

inclusiveness, and respectful dialogue. 

• Integrity, Accountability and Transparency. We are accountable to our 

members and donors to ensure that our activities meet the highest ethical 

standards of organizational and personal integrity. We are good stewards of 

the time, talent, and treasure of our members and volunteers. We practice 

sound financial management.  Adopted, Feb. 2017 

 
ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT 

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, 

outreach, and cultural diplomacy. Adopted Feb. 2017 

PCIA GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

1.  Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building 

blocks of friendship, inclusiveness and world peace. As citizens of a world power, 

Americans bear a special responsibility. 

  

2.    Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions 

between countries and their citizens.  

  



3.    Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through 

cultural and economic ties reinforces international cooperation and reduces the 

likelihood of armed conflict.  

  

4.    Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues. 

  

5.    Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts. Peace is built and sustained 

through voluntary agreement and consent. 

  

The Principles will be used as guidelines for the Advocacy Bulletin and other 

advocacy activities. The board may speak for the Association in the sense of 

upholding our mission, values and principles. Adopted June, 2017 

Peace Corps Iran Association is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit based in Portland, 

OR. We are affiliated with the National Peace Corps Association. 

 

Title: From the Field comes from the Rumi quote at the top of each issue: “Out 

beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field. I will meet you there.” 

Jalal ad-Din Rumi. The idea is that PCIA is operating in a field that is outside of the 

conflict between our two governments as to who is right and wrong. In that field 

we meet all those who, like us, find the conflict detrimental and irrelevant. This 

newsletter is sent from that field. 

   

 

 

 

PCIA Board Members 

 

Jeanette Gottlieb, President (Noshahr, Hamadan, 1965-67) 

Jackie Spurlock, Vice-President; Dooreh Co-leader; From the Field Editor (Abadeh, 

Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) 

Ed Seiders, Treasurer (Noshahr, Chalus, 1967-69) 
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Kathleen MacLeod, Secretary (Tehran, Gorgan, 1964-66) 

Doug Schermer (Semnan, 1966-67) 

John Holehan (Mashhad, 1967-71) 

John Krauskopf (Ahwaz, Kermanshah, Arak, Babolsar, 1965-69) 

John Salamack (Bojnurd, 1965-67) 

Marie Mitchell (Mahallat, 1974-75) 

Paul Barker, Advocacy Bulletin Editor (Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran, 1971-76) 

Skip Auld (Borujerd, 1973-74) 

 

Other PCIA Leaders 

 

Genna Wangsness, Historian (Shiraz, Tehran, 1965-71) 

Jim Goode, Dooreh Co-leader (Tuyserkan, 1968-71) 

Joan Gaughan, KhabarNameh Editor (Lahijan, Rasht, 1964-66)  

  

About this email 

You have received this email because you are a member of Peace Corps Iran 

Association or have an interest in Iran. If you do not wish to receive future issues 

of From the Field, please use the unsubscribe link in the footer. 

 

Comments 

We welcome your thoughts and feedback. Please submit to jackie@peacecorpsiran.org. 

    

 

Copyright © 2020 Peace Corps Iran Association, All rights 

reserved.  

You are receiving this email because you are associated with 

those who served the Peace Corps in Iran as a volunteer, staff 

member, trainer, or a friend of PCIA. We hope you enjoy 

receiving PCIA news updates. If not, you can unsubscribe using 

the link at the bottom of this email. 
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