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The Cyrus Cylinder استوانه کوروش or Cyrus Charter    منشور
 was discovered under the foundation of a  کوروش
Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest 
time capsule on record.  It commemorates Cyrus' victory 
over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out the rights of 
subjects in his expanding empire.  It is often 
commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in 
the world. 

 

 

 

Iranians debate the American election: 

 

The internet was cut off in Ohio!! 

 

But the electors in Wisconsin are more 

important!! 

 

My aunt in Michigan says there was 

cheating there! 

 

Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida will decide! 

In any case, it’s up to them!!! 
 

Straight to Kentucky! 
 

Note from the Editor 
by Paul Barker 

 
American elections have global consequences and global followings, yet only 
Americans can vote.  While some Iranians hoped for a Trump victory as they thought a 
second Trump Administration would lead to the end of the current regime in Iran, and 
some hoped that a Trump win would lead to greater isolation of the US and 
diminishment of its world power, polling and anecdotal evidence show that most 



Iranians hoped for a Biden victory which would lead to diplomatic solutions to regional 
problems and an end to the harsh sanctions on Iran. 

Biden’s strong victory now seems accepted everywhere except the Oval Office, but will 
he be able to make good on his campaign promise to re-join the JCPOA?  Opponents of 
the nuclear deal will try to prevent a US return to compliance; however, reports and 
articles in this Advocacy Bulletin by the Atlantic Council, Trita Parsi, Barbara Slavin, Joe 
Cirincioni and others lay out steps that can and should be taken, starting now, to restore 
trust and build on a restored JCPOA to address broader regional concerns. 

PCIA Board Letter to Joe Biden and Kamala Harris 
 

10 November 20202 

President Elect Joe Biden 
Vice President Elect Kamala Harris 
 
Subject:  Congratulations on Your Election and  

Thoughts on Returning to Compliance with the JCPOA 

The Board of Directors of the Peace Corps Iran Association (PCIA) would like to extend 
to you our congratulations on your successful campaign for the presidency and vice 
presidency of the United States. 

As a non-partisan organization, representing 1,800 Peace Corps Volunteers who served 
in Iran between 1962 and 1976, we do not take sides on political campaigns, but we do 
see ourselves as guardians of the Peace Corps’ legacy in Iran – that of promoting 
peace, respect and mutual understanding among the peoples of these two great 
nations.  

Since your election we have received many messages from friends, former students 
and colleagues in Iran who wish to express their joy at your election and the potential 
that it holds for restoring the respectful and constructive relationship which was 
emerging in the last years of the Obama-Biden administration. 

We are greatly encouraged that you have staked out an unambiguous goal of returning 
the United States to full compliance with the Joint Comprehensive Plan Of Action, 
conditioned only on an Iranian commitment to do the same.  Compliance-for-compliance 
is the only fair and timely way to overcome the burdens of President Trump’s 
counterproductive ‘maximum pressure’ tactics and to recreate the trust and the 
international structure necessary to constrain Iran’s nuclear program.  Once that 
structure is restored it can and should be used as the basis for addressing a host of 
regional security issues. 

You have our encouragement and support as you fill key positions in your 
administration with career professionals dedicated to using diplomacy and not military 
coercion to create a more just and stable situation in the greater Middle East. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanette Gottlieb 
President 



Renewing Transatlantic Strategy on Iran 
By Carolyn Yale, Shiraz 1974-76 

On November 18, the Atlantic Council, which recently released an issue brief 
“Renewing Transatlantic Strategy on Iran,” held a webinar panel on the steps and 
timeframe for the United States to work with the EU and E3 countries in bringing the 
JCPOA back to life.  The authors of the brief (Barbara Slavin, Ellie Geranmayeh, and 
Sahil Shah) were joined by Federika Mogherini, key European negotiator for the 
JCPOA.  The recommendations in the brief take two directions: those relating to the 
JCPOA implementation and those addressing issues outside the scope of the JCPOA.  

The JCPOA should be considered the necessary platform for negotiation with Iran down 
the road. The first, essential action is United States reentry to, and compliance with, the 
2015 nuclear deal. Iran, too, would be expected to come into full compliance. This will 
be complicated, but the US must begin immediately and show goodwill commitment 
(e.g., sanctions relief) before the Iranian elections in June. Issues around the JCPOA 
were largely the panel’s focus. 
In its detail, the issue brief addresses the European countries: how they can facilitate 
US reentry into the Agreement; how these countries can facilitate the return of the US 
and Iran to full compliance; what  European countries (and implicitly the US) might do to 
avoid or resolve conflicts in the region over the longer term; what is needed to advance 
human rights; what can be done to support strong civil society and people-to people 
engagement. By presenting the European perspective the issue report is deliberately 
instructive to citizens of a country preparing reenter a world of multilateral diplomacy, 
where Iran is neither ‘malign’ nor the key international issue— simply a legitimate and 
important player.  In effect, the target is as much American readers as European.  The 
US is the key player from Iran’s perspective, and from the perspective of the Middle 
Eastern region. As Federika Mogherini stated emphatically, this is a “moment of truth on 
Iran policy.” 
Atlantic Council: Renewing Transatlantic strategy on Iran, 2020/11/18 
Report by Barbara Slavin, Ellie Geranmayeh and Sahil Shah.   
For summaries, see a virtual discussion, a transcript and a blog post about the report. 
 

Opportunities and Challenges for the Biden presidency 
 
Stephen Kinzer: On foreign policy, Biden should go big, all at once, 11/12/2020 
The world would take note of a decisive turn away from the go-it-alone recklessness of 
the Trump era. 
 
Trita Parsi: The clock starts now: Biden must make the right signals to Iran on nuke deal, 
2020/11/16 
 
Trita Parsi: To Save the Iran Nuclear Deal, Think Bigger, 22020/11/10 
Biden Should Refuse to Let Trump Define His Options 
 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Transatlantic-Strategy-Iran-IB.pdf
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/renewing-transatlantic-strategy-on-iran/
https://bit.ly/AC-ELN-18Nov-Iran-TRANSCRIPT
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/europe-can-bridge-the-gap-between-iran-and-a-biden-administration/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/11/12/opinion/foreign-policy-biden-should-go-big-all-once/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/11/16/the-clock-starts-now-biden-must-make-the-right-signals-to-iran-on-nuke-deal/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/iran/2020-11-10/save-iran-nuclear-deal-think-bigger?mc_cid=8cafcd1b41&mc_eid=5c9a39e389


Barbara Slavin: U.S. Hostility With Iran Only Serves Hardliners on Both Sides, 
2020/11/19 
The countries’ interests overlap in some key ways. Biden can work with that. 
 
Esfandyar Batmanghelidj: The optimistic case for Biden and Iran, 2020/11/7  
 
Justine Coleman: Trump administration readies new sanctions against Iran, 
2020/11/8 
 

Sina Toosi: The view from Tehran on Biden’s pledge to return to the 
nuclear deal, 2020/11/16 
 

Holly Digres: The US election was all Iranians talked about for the past week, 
2020/11/10 
 
USIP: Joe Biden on Iran, 2020/11/09 
 
Sina Azodi: Optimism and Obstacles for US-Iran Relations under a Biden 
Presidency, 2020/11/13 
 
Tyler Cullis: Why Biden shouldn’t fall for the ‘sanctions wall’ trap on Iran, 2020/11/16 
The Biden administration--which, facing a deadly pandemic and ravaged economy, will 
inherit arguably the biggest national security crisis since Lincoln in 1861--should avoid 
the 'sanctions trap' that has been set out for it and promise to take the steps necessary 
to comply with the JCPOA provided that Iran does the same. To do otherwise risks 
opening the door to a new conflict in the Middle East. 
 
Win Without War: 10 Foreign Policy Priorities for the Biden-Harris Administration, 
2020/11/15 
 
Biden-Harris Agency Review Teams 

 

Return to JCPOA 
 
NIAC: FAQ: Why the US must return to the JCPOA, 2020/11/10 
 
Daniel Larison: The Iran Hawks’ Bad Faith Comes Back To Bite Them, 2020/11/13 
 
Dave DeCamp: Democratic Senator Says Biden Would Need Tougher Iran Deal, 
2020/11/21 
PB Comment: Any US preconditions on the US return is a non-starter.  We are the ones who 
violated the agreement after all!  We can only hope to successfully address other concerns from 
within the multilateral structure created by the Obama-Biden administration’s historic 
JCPOA.  Anything short of that will be seen as an endorsement of Trump's failed 'maximum 
pressure' nonsense. 
 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/11/19/biden-iran-united-states-share-interests-hardliners/https:/foreignpolicy.com/2020/11/19/biden-iran-united-states-share-interests-hardliners/
https://www.bourseandbazaar.com/articles/2020/11/7/the-iran-deal-biden-and-the-case-for-optimism
https://thehill.com/policy/international/525055-trump-administration-readies-new-sanctions-against-iran-report
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/11/16/the-view-from-tehran-on-bidens-pledge-to-return-to-the-nuclear-deal/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/11/16/the-view-from-tehran-on-bidens-pledge-to-return-to-the-nuclear-deal/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/the-us-election-was-all-iranians-talked-about-for-the-past-week/
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2020/nov/09/joe-biden-iran
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/optimism-and-obstacles-for-us-iran-relations-under-a-biden-presidency/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/optimism-and-obstacles-for-us-iran-relations-under-a-biden-presidency/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/11/13/why-biden-shouldnt-fall-for-the-sanctions-wall-trap-on-iran/
https://winwithoutwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020.11.5_Debrief_Election-Results-1.pdf
https://buildbackbetter.com/the-transition/agency-review-teams/
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/faq-why-the-u-s-must-return-to-the-jcpoa/
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/state-of-the-union/the-iran-hawks-bad-faith-comes-back-to-bite-them/
https://news.antiwar.com/2020/10/21/democratic-senator-says-biden-would-need-tougher-iran-deal/


Bijan Khjipour: ‘Creative Diplomacy’ very much an option for US and Iran under 
Biden Administration, 2020/11/17 
 
Dave Lawler: How Biden might tackle the Iran deal, 2020/10/30 
 
William Beeman: Biden could lift Trump's sanctions on Iran immediately, 2020/11/9 

 
Messages from students from PC Iran days, 2020/11/12 

 
To the Register Guard Editor: 

Only Americans get to vote, but our elections have global consequences.    It has been 
44 years since I returned from the Peace Corps in Iran, but the messages of hope that I 
have received from former students and colleagues is one of joy at the election of Joe 
Biden and Kamala Harris and the potential that it holds for restoring the respectful and 
constructive relationship which was emerging in the last years of the Obama-Biden 
administration. 

The legacy of the Trump administration’s ‘maximum pressure’ campaign against Iran has 
been one of disaster.  It estranged us from traditional allies in Europe, encouraged Iran to 
make calculated – if reversible – violations of the nuclear deal, did not slow Iran’s missile 
program and did nothing to deter Iran’s involvement in other nations in the region. 

By making good on his pledge to rejoin the nuclear agreement, Biden can recreate the 
international consensus which negotiated the most comprehensive non-proliferation treaty 
in history and use it as a basis to address other regional concerns. 

Senators Wyden and Merkley and Representative DeFazio should declare their support for 
Biden to unconditionally re-enter the agreement. 

Paul Barker 

 

US Election Issues 
 
Juan Cole: Trumpie Wingnut DNI 
Ratcliffe hilariously blames Iran 
for pro-Trump Email Spoofs, 
2020/10/22 
 
NIAC: Iran summons Swiss 
Ambassador over US election 
interference allegations, 
2020/10/23 
 
Greg Sargent: How the Iran news 
actually undermines one of 
Trump’s biggest lies, 2020/10/22 

 

https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/podcasts/2020/11/creative-diplomacy-very-much-an-option-for-us-and-iran-under-bid.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/podcasts/2020/11/creative-diplomacy-very-much-an-option-for-us-and-iran-under-bid.html
https://www.axios.com/joe-biden-iran-nuclear-deal-negotiate-jcpoa-44bee2ff-7fb4-446e-a24f-d7538bb30e1f.html
https://www.tahlilbazaar.com/news/52777/Professor-William-Beeman-Biden-could-lift-Trump-s-sanctions
https://www.registerguard.com/story/opinion/letters/2020/11/16/letters-editor-monday-nov-16/6280546002/
https://www.juancole.com/2020/10/trumpie-ratcliffe-hilariously.html
https://www.juancole.com/2020/10/trumpie-ratcliffe-hilariously.html
https://www.juancole.com/2020/10/trumpie-ratcliffe-hilariously.html
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/iranians-decry-insulin-shortage/?emci=0f4e6ff3-4e15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&emdi=110d03d6-5a15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&ceid=221668#anchor2
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/iranians-decry-insulin-shortage/?emci=0f4e6ff3-4e15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&emdi=110d03d6-5a15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&ceid=221668#anchor2
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/iranians-decry-insulin-shortage/?emci=0f4e6ff3-4e15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&emdi=110d03d6-5a15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&ceid=221668#anchor2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/10/22/how-iran-news-actually-undermines-one-trumps-biggest-lies/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/10/22/how-iran-news-actually-undermines-one-trumps-biggest-lies/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/10/22/how-iran-news-actually-undermines-one-trumps-biggest-lies/


Sabotaging and Returning to JCPOA 
 
Eric Schmitt, Maggie Haberman, David E. Sanger, Helene Cooper and Lara Jakes: 

Trump Sought Options for Attacking Iran to Stop Its Growing Nuclear Program, 
2020/11/16 

The president was dissuaded from moving ahead with a strike by advisers who warned 
that it could escalate into a broader conflict in his last weeks in office. 
 
Colum Lynch, Robbie Gramer, Jack Detsch: Trump Administration Plans to 
Designate Yemen’s Houthis as Terrorists, 2020/11/16 
The move, opposed by the humanitarian community, is part of the administration’s 
pressure campaign on Iran—and could hamstring Biden.   
 
Ian Talley: Trump Administration Hopes to Make Iran Pressure Campaign Harder 
to Reverse, 2020/10/23 
 
Jason Rezaian: Mike Pompeo’s legacy of incompetence peaked with his failed 
Iran policy, 2020/22/27 
 
Tyler Cullis and Shahrzad Noorbaloochi: A U.S. return to the JCPOA: 
Complications moving forward and the JCPOA’s mechanisms to resolve them, 
2020/10/24  
 
Ryan Costello comment: Treasury has designated the National Iranian Oil Company, 
the National Iranian Tanker Company and the Iranian Ministry of Petroleum under 
counterterror sanctions (EO 13224). All were subject to nuclear-related relief under 
the JCPOA.  The plan, as long advertised, is to make it politically harder to lift the 
sanctions by cynically slapping a terrorism label on everything. However, nothing would 
impact a Biden administration's authorities to waive sanctions and abide by the 
commitments Trump discarded.  
 
Eli Clifton: Trump’s biggest donors will continue to shape hawkish GOP foreign 
policy. 2020/11/7  
Joe Biden’s victory over Donald Trump has signaled a decisive rebuttal to Trump’s divisive 
politics and mismanagement of the COVID-19 pandemic, and saber rattling foreign policy 
towards Iran that has included: abrogating from the Iran nuclear deal, assassinating Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps major general Qasam Soleimani in Baghdad and heaping 
“maximum pressure” sanctions on Iran as the country’s hospitals teeter on the brink during a 
global pandemic. 
But bringing the United States to the precipice of war with Iran is exactly what three of Trump’s 
biggest campaign backers — Casino magnates Sheldon and Miriam Adelson and Home Depot 
founder Bernie Marcus — have funded for years.  

 

Joe Cirincione: US or Israeli attack on Iran unlikely — but not impossible, 

2020/11/17 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/eric-schmitt
https://www.nytimes.com/by/maggie-haberman
https://www.nytimes.com/by/david-e-sanger
https://www.nytimes.com/by/helene-cooper
https://www.nytimes.com/by/lara-jakes
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/16/us/politics/trump-iran-nuclear.html?campaign_id=60&emc=edit_na_20201116&instance_id=0&nl=breaking-news&ref=cta&regi_id=16997895&segment_id=44653&user_id=762222dee7ef2aadcb657ec5a32112bb
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/11/16/trump-administration-plans-designate-houthis-terrorists-yemen/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/11/16/trump-administration-plans-designate-houthis-terrorists-yemen/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/using-terrorism-sanctions-trump-administration-hopes-to-tie-bidens-hands-on-iran-11603473828
https://www.wsj.com/articles/using-terrorism-sanctions-trump-administration-hopes-to-tie-bidens-hands-on-iran-11603473828
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/11/16/mike-pompeos-legacy-incompetence-peaked-with-his-failed-iran-policy/?utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=wp_opinions&utm_source=twitter&fbclid=IwAR2Lsgxs2E3wMhYnBHFs4cXrhMebflqmyw4qLzfTifSwEspAtLrAlbeUepg
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/11/16/mike-pompeos-legacy-incompetence-peaked-with-his-failed-iran-policy/?utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=wp_opinions&utm_source=twitter&fbclid=IwAR2Lsgxs2E3wMhYnBHFs4cXrhMebflqmyw4qLzfTifSwEspAtLrAlbeUepg
http://www.qil-qdi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/03_JCPOA_CULLIS-NOORBALOOCHI.pdf
http://www.qil-qdi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/03_JCPOA_CULLIS-NOORBALOOCHI.pdf
https://twitter.com/RyeCostello/status/1320784067416248324?s=20
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1165
https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/245320.pdf
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/11/07/trumps-biggest-donors-will-continue-to-shape-gop-foreign-policy/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/11/07/trumps-biggest-donors-will-continue-to-shape-gop-foreign-policy/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/11/17/u-s-or-israeli-attack-on-iran-unlikely-but-not-impossible/


SAIS: Iran Under Sanctions Project 
Iran is the most sanctioned country in the world. Yet little systematic knowledge exists on the 
short- and medium-term impacts of sanctions on the growth patterns of the Iranian economy, 
the general welfare of its people in the cities and rural areas, societal dynamics, civic space, 
and the country’s environment. The focus has often been on a few metrics that flare up with 
tightening of sanctions: currency depreciation, inflation, and recession, which are then followed 
by increases in unemployment and poverty. But the more comprehensive picture is lost in 
political cacophony around the policy’s merits. 
This is the gap that SAIS is filling with its Iran Under Sanctions project, which is a 360-degree 
in-depth view on the implications of sanctions on Iran. This first-of-its-kind research provides for 
an instructive case study on the use of sanctions as a tool of statecraft. Reports will be released 
from Fall 2020 to Spring 2021 under this link.  The first two reports are below: 

Adnan Mazarei, SAIS: Inflation Targeting in the Time of Sanctions and Pandemic  

Sara Vakhshouri, SAIS: US Sanctions and Iran’s Energy Strategy 
 

More on Sanctions Impact 
NIAC: Sanctions Regime Exacerbate Medicine, PPE, and Food Insecurity Inside 
Iran, 2020/10/28 

NIAC: Iranians decry insulin shortages, 2020/10/23 

Kyle Olson: American Policy Casts a Shadow over Persepolis, 2020/10/29 

Carlo Morello: US unveils more sanctions on Iran and sells off Iranian oil, 
2020/10/29 

 

Middle East Institute Webinar on Iran 
Summary by Brad Hanson 

The Middle East Institute assembled by a webinar Nov 17 moderated by Alex Vatanka, 
three analysts with varying perspectives on possible US and Iranian strategies looking 
towards a Biden Administration.  Radio Free Europe/Radio Farda Farsi language staffer 
Hannah Kaviani summed up the great Iranian interest in the US election by three groups 
inside Iran:  first, those hoping for Trump’s reelection and perhaps regime change with a 
continuation of the maximum pressure campaign; second, those hoping for a Biden win, a 
possible opening up and lessening of sanctions; and third, those who do not want 
negotiations and desire continuing animosity.  She noted the IRGC’s November 16 
recommendation that the nuclear portfolio be returned to the Iranian National Security 
Council from the Foreign Ministry perhaps reflected how threatened they might feel by 
negotiations restarting.  She stated that Iranians are very well aware of their conditions as 
citizens vis-a-vis the state, of corruption, of human rights abuses, of the COVID crisis.  The 
hardliners, the IRGC are stronger now, but there are some pragmatic IRGC commanders 
who might be willing to negotiate as they think the existence of the Islamic Republic most 
important.  She also referred to an upcoming European Union conference to encourage 
business with Iran.  One issue making more difficult business relations with Iran is the arrest 
of dual nationals (American, UK, French, German, and others), always in the minds of 
European and US policy makers. 

https://www.rethinkingiran.com/iranundersanctions
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f0f5b1018e89f351b8b3ef8/t/5fb5de7817af1d0584e530a1/1605754490119/IranUnderSanctions_InflationTargetingintheTimeofSanctionsandPandemic.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f0f5b1018e89f351b8b3ef8/t/5fb5ea1149fcb04fe69b7beb/1605757457555/IranUnderSanctions_U.S.SanctionsandIransEnergyStrategy.pdf
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/niac-memo-sanctions-regime-exacerbate-medicine-ppe-and-food-insecurity-inside-iran/
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/niac-memo-sanctions-regime-exacerbate-medicine-ppe-and-food-insecurity-inside-iran/
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/iranians-decry-insulin-shortage/?emci=0f4e6ff3-4e15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&emdi=110d03d6-5a15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&ceid=221668#anchor1
https://www.bourseandbazaar.com/articles/2020/10/27/the-impact-of-american-foreign-policy-on-irans-cultural-heritage-sector
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/us-iran-sanctions-oil/2020/10/29/f3da95e2-1a16-11eb-bb35-2dcfdab0a345_story.html?mc_cid=9015363908&mc_eid=5c9a39e389
https://www.mei.edu/events/us-and-iranian-strategies-biden-administration


Jon Alterman, Director of the Center for Strategic and International Studies’ Middle East 
Program,  speculated that the argument Trump’s advisors used recently to talk him out of 
bombing Iran’s nuclear facilities was that this contradicted the brand he was trying to create 
for himself of getting the US out of Middle Eastern wars and Trump might just start a war 
with no end in sight.  He anticipated the Biden Administration would eventually get to 
negotiations with Iran on the JCPOA or the JCPOA plus other problems, but it would be a 
long process, as Iran often played for time in negotiations.  He suggested Biden early on 
should lift the Muslim travel ban, cease US opposition to the IMF (International Monetary 
Fund) COVID-19 loan to Iran, and give Europe more room to work with Iran to get through 
the Iranian June 2021 election.  He asserted that the belief the US was inherently hostile to 
Iran was widespread among Iran’s leaders.  If diplomacy is preeminent, others — Russia, 
China, etc. — would also get involved.   The more one thinks a grand agreement is the 
goal, the more it recedes; a “policy of accretion” of starting small, building out, is more likely 
to succeed. 

Foundation for the Defense of Democracy Senior Fellow and Iranian-American Behnam 
Ben Taleblu defended Trump’s “maximum pressure campaign” and repeatedly referred to 
“premature sanctions relief” expected by the Biden Administration.  He compared Obama’s 
(and Biden’s expected) and Trump’s approaches to Iran to a wedding cake.  Obama’s 
wedding cake was tiered with the nuclear issue the top tier and all the other issues the 
lower tiers; he tried to deal only with the top tier.  Trump’s wedding cake was flatter with him 
trying to deal with all the issues.  Since 2002 Washington has focused myopically on the top 
tier, the nuclear issue.  Biden delivering sanctions relief for only one tier of the cake, the 
nuclear issue, would be a mistake.  He did not expect Biden to address Iran’s regional role 
and argued that it would be too difficult for Biden to address Iran’s existing ballistic missiles 
and so he would scope out classes of weapons Iran did not yet have in order to reduce 
Iran’s break out time.  In general, he argued for more sticks than carrots, claiming that the 
only situations in which Iran fundamentally changed its foreign security policy was when the 
regime felt existentially threatened, as when Khomeni ended the Iraq-Iran war.   Good will 
measures such as lifting the travel ban would help the Iranian people, he stated, but would 
not have much impact on the Iranian state.  He noted that the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah 
Khamenei, in his 80’s, did not get to his position by taking risks.  Khamenei wanted neither 
war nor peace with the US and acted more risk adverse with the Trump 
Administration.  Sensing a more dovish administration, the Supreme Leader might authorize 
more Iranian operations abroad as well as signal to those who wished to negotiate with the 
US that they would have to overcome the hardliners.  Talibu expected a hardliner to be 
elected Iranian president in June 2021 and would likely trigger the nuclear dispute, which 
President Rouhani, perhaps playing the good cop/bad cop, would hand over to his 
successor unresolved.   He ended with rhetorical questions asking under what 
circumstances does the Iranian regime change its foreign security policy and get Ayatollah 
Khamenei to drink from the chalice of poison (as his predecessor Khomeini described the 
decision to end the Iraq-Iran war). 

 

US Foreign Policy 
Matt Duss: U.S. Foreign Policy Never Recovered From the War on Terror, 
2020/10/22 

Michael O’Hanllon and Bruce Riedel: How to downsize the US presence in the 
Middle East, 2020/10/20 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/afghanistan/2020-10-22/us-foreign-policy-never-recovered-war-terror
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/10/20/how-to-downsize-the-us-presence-in-the-middle-east/?preview_id=1087896
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/10/20/how-to-downsize-the-us-presence-in-the-middle-east/?preview_id=1087896


Doug Bandow: The ‘Adults In The Room’ With Trump Weren’t Adults At All, 
2020/10/29 
A new book tour by H.R. McMaster shows how little the foreign policy 
professionals have learned from two decades of endless war. 

Juaquin Castro: How to Bring American Diplomacy Back From the Brink, 
2020/10/28 
A New Administration Must Build a Bigger, Better State Department 

Sina Azodi comment: The Iran Director of Communication at the State Department 
says US will “take possession” (read confiscate) shipments of Iranian gasoline to 
Venezuela. Pretty much what the Royal Navy did in the aftermath of Iran oil 
nationalization.  

 J Street: 74% of Jewish voters support JCPOA re-entry,  
• 74 percent of Jewish voters support re-entering the JCPOA, and 
• Iran again placed dead last in Jewish voters’ list of priorities in determining which 

candidates to support, with just one percent saying it was among the top two 
issues in a list of 14 issues in determining their vote. 

 

The Folly of War 
Robert Farley: We Gamed Out a U.S. Invasion of Iran. It Was a Nightmare.  

2020/10/31 

A conflict with Iran would look nothing like the quick victory of the First Gulf War. 

 

Robert Farley: Could America's Military Strike Iran? It Might Spark World War III, 

2020/11/11 

Attacking Iran is a terrible idea, but the sheer terribleness of it won’t prevent it from 
happening.  

 
Dave DeCamp: President Trump Sets Tripwire For Attack on Iran, 2020/11/18 
 

COVID 
Bourse & Bazaar: COVID-19 Tracker, 2020/11/3  
Interactive graphs showing COVID infection and death rates in Iran, Turkey, Iraq, 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Afghanistan and Pakistan 
 

International Advice for Biden 
Jacob Kornbluh: Olmert: I hope Biden will return to the Iran deal, 2020/11/13 

Ehud Olmert expressed his hope that President-elect Joe Biden will have the “courage” to return 
to the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran and renegotiate “an even better agreement” that will “deter 
them from even trying to” advance their nuclear program. 
 

IAEA Report 
Kelsey Davenport and Julia Masterson: Iran’s Accumulation of Enriched Uranium 
Slows, 2020/11/13 
 

https://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/the-adults-in-the-room-with-trump-werent-adults-at-all/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2020-10-28/how-bring-american-diplomacy-back-brink
https://twitter.com/glnoronha/status/1321868486793220102?s=21
https://twitter.com/glnoronha/status/1321868486793220102?s=21
https://jstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020-Jewish-Voters-Poll-Two-pager.pdf
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/reboot/we-gamed-out-us-invasion-iran-it-was-nightmare-171707
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/reboot/could-americas-military-strike-iran-it-might-spark-world-war-iii-172397
https://news.antiwar.com/2020/11/18/president-trump-sets-tripwire-for-attack-on-iran/
https://www.bourseandbazaar.com/iran-covid19-tracker
https://jewishinsider.com/2020/11/olmert-biden-iran-deal/
https://www.armscontrol.org/blog/2020-11-13/irans-accumulation-enriched-uranium-slows
https://www.armscontrol.org/blog/2020-11-13/irans-accumulation-enriched-uranium-slows


Need for Temporary General License for Humanitarian Goods 

Dear Secretary, Mnuchin and Secretary Pompeo: 

We write to urge the Administration to issue a worldwide temporary general license that 
supports humanitarian trade related to COVID-19 for the duration of the pandemic. This 
license would cover items such as testing kits, respiratory devices, personal protective 
equipment (PPE), sanitizer, and medicine, which are critical for slowing the spread of 
coronavirus globally.  

The pandemic has laid bare the ways in which our broad application of sanctions is 
undermining public health systems, imposing sweeping economic penalties that restrict 
commerce in the material and equipment necessary to respond to the coronavirus and 
harming ordinary people. Blocking or slowing the flow of medical resources neither 
enables an effective outbreak response around the world, nor does it serve our national 
security interests. 

In April, Secretary Mnuchin issued guidance that emphasized Treasury’s “commitment 
to [the] global flow of humanitarian aid” and the humanitarian exception to U.S. 
sanctions during COVID-19.While the United States has provided medical supplies, 
technical assistance, and other health-related humanitarian aid to combat the 
coronavirus in countries around the world, current Administration policies have also 
impeded normal commerce in material that countries need to combat the pandemic. 
Existing humanitarian exceptions are insufficient to encourage risk-averse banks and 
businesses to conduct entirely allowable transactions. A temporary general license 
would give exporters, banks, and humanitarian organizations confidence that they 
would not be penalized for sending supplies critical to coronavirus relief, increasing the 
chance that humanitarian assistance reaches people who need it. 

In making this decision, we urge you to consider the bipartisan precedent set by 
previous Administrations for issuing similar licenses to address humanitarian crises. For 
example, in 2003 the George W. Bush Administration issued a temporary license 
allowing relief supplies to enter Iran after a devastating earthquake. These licenses 
have been issued by both Republican and Democratic presidents as need arose around 
the world.  
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres observed that “we are only as 
strong as the weakest health system in our interconnected world.” The coronavirus is a 
global public health emergency and economic crisis with no respect for international 
borders – and defeating it will require global cooperation. As long as there are poorly 
controlled outbreaks anywhere in the world, we cannot fully protect ourselves from the 
virus. Consistent with this reality, the Treasury Department should issue a worldwide 
temporary general license, built off past precedent and tailored to fit the extraordinary 
needs of the present moment. 

We thank you in advance for your consideration of this critical matter and look forward 
to your prompt response. 

Sincerely,  

Rep. Jesús “Chuy” García and Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
and 73 other Representatives and Senators 



 
Human Rights 

NIAC: Nasrin Sotoudeh & other political prisoners released, 2020/11/13 
 
Farnaz Fassihi: A #MeToo awakening stirs in Iran, 2020/10/24 
 

Media 
 
Mathew Petti: Anti-Semitism Envoy appears to accuse Jason Rezaian of being an 
apologist for Iran, 2020/10/19 
 

 
ADVOCACY MISSION STATEMENT 

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and Iranians through 
education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in Iran. 

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT 

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, and cultural 
diplomacy. 

PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding Principles for our advocacy efforts 
toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, and their peoples. 
1.   Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship, inclusiveness and world 
peace.  As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.  
2.    Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and their citizens.  
3.    Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties reinforces international 
cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict.  . 
4.    Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues. 
5.    Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts.  Peace is built and sustained through voluntary agreement and consent. 

 
GROUND RULES: 
  
1.    The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this subject.  It is a way to share ideas, 
information, and opportunities for action.  The Bulletin is archived on the website. 
2.    PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication.   The editor decides which articles are selected for publication. Some 
pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s Mission, Values, and Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the current state of 
Iran advocacy issues, may be posted in PCIA’s Facebook group.  
3.  Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question answered, "I consent/do not 
consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin distribution and PCIA archives."  If consent is given, statements 
issued to the public will be identified as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board. 
4.   Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help readers understand issues.  
5.    The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based.  Whenever possible citations and links to 
web-based articles should be included in the articles. 
6.   Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board positions.  However, members of the 
Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be posted in 

the Advocacy Bulletin will be identified as such.   
 
The opinions of the in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the board of PCIA.  Contributions to the 
Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to the editor at AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org. 

 
Donations to PCIA Welcome 
In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps Iran Association, please consider making a 
donation. 
  

 

https://www.niacouncil.org/news/calls-for-against-diplomacy-after-biden-victory/?emci=19eeb815-d225-eb11-9fb4-00155d03affc&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=#anchor3
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/iranians-decry-insulin-shortage/?emci=0f4e6ff3-4e15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&emdi=110d03d6-5a15-eb11-96f5-00155d03bda0&ceid=221668#anchor3
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/10/19/anti-semitism-envoy-appears-to-accuse-jason-rezaian-of-being-an-apologist-for-iran/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/10/19/anti-semitism-envoy-appears-to-accuse-jason-rezaian-of-being-an-apologist-for-iran/
mailto:AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org
https://peace-corps-iran-association-npca.silkstart.com/campaigns
https://peace-corps-iran-association-npca.silkstart.com/campaigns
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