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From The Field - PCIA Board Newsletter 

November, 2021 

 

 

“Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field. I will meet you there.” 

Jalal ad-Din Rumi 

  

  

 

 

Ja-ye Jackie (Jackie's Place) 

Looking Back to a Path Forward: The Future of PCIA 

By Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) 

   



What is to become of PCIA? No volunteers have served in Iran since 1976, and those of us 

who did serve are now in our 70s and 80s. We are aging out. At best PCIA has only a few 

more years of operating under our current structure. Who will keep our mission to work for 

peace and mutual understanding with Iranians front and center in tomorrow’s world? 

  

This is the question a task force has been working on for over a year. Three possible scenarios 

have been identified: 1) Expanding the membership to bring in younger members, Iranian 

Americans, and interested people with specific skills we’re looking for; or 2) Merging PCIA 
with another like-minded organization; or 3) Turning out the lights and ceasing to exist. We 

are also examining the feasibility of establishing an endowment fund to continue PCIA’s work 
into the future (see notice below). 

  

Perhaps you have been following this topic in previous issues of From the Field and 

KhabarNameh. Maybe you attended the breakout session at last month’s virtual 

conference. If so, you know we are seeking more PCIA members for the task 

force. There will be an informational meeting on Zoom for all who are interested, 

in early December. We hope you’ll join us. (The exact date has not yet been set.) 

For more information or to receive the Zoom link, please email Carolyn Yale (Shiraz, 

1974-75) or Bill Brandon (Shiraz, 1964-66). 

  

If PCIA has helped you reach back and find meaning in your Peace Corps 

experience, you are now needed to help us determine the next steps for PCIA, so 

that when we ourselves are no longer leading the organization, it can continue to 

provide its unique spark of peace and connection, in that same spirit of Peace 

Corps. 

 

Peace, 

Jackie 

   

 

 

 

Wanted: Expertise in Fundraising and Charitable Trusts  

  

Experience with organizational advancement or charitable giving is being 

sought by the Task Force on the Future of Peace Corps Iran Association 

mailto:carolyn@peacecorpsiran.org?subject=Future%20of%20PCIA
mailto:bill@peacecorpsiran.org?subject=Future%20of%20PCIA


(PCIA). We are forming a committee to examine the feasibility of 

establishing some kind of continuing PCIA endowment. While anyone with 

an interest in such an effort is encouraged to apply, Certified Fundraising 

Executives and attorneys with Trusts and Estate experience will be 

especially welcome. If interested, please email Bill Brandon. 

   

 

 

 

Dooreh-ye Ketaab, PCIA's Book Discussion Group 

By Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) and Jim Goode 

(Tuyserkan, 1968-71)  

 

The last Dooreh of 2021 will meet this Wednesday, November 10, at 5:00pm 

Pacific time (8pm Eastern) on Zoom, to discuss The Enlightenment of the 

Greengage Tree, by Shokoofeh Azar, who will join us from her home in Australia. 

This highly reviewed work of fiction was originally written in Persian and rendered 

into English by an anonymous translator. 

 

The Dooreh is open to all. You do not have to be a PCIA member or a Returned 

Peace Corps Volunteer. If you have not yet attended a Dooreh, email us to be 

included on the invite list. If you have participated in previous Dooreh meetings, 

we have you in the list, you’re good! Please let one of us know if you have any 

questions. 

 

We are now compiling the list of titles for next year's Dooreh, and will be sending 

a survey to the Dooreh email list in the next week or so. Watch for it! 

 

Jim Goode (Tuyserkan, 1968-1971) and Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/ZarrinShahr, 

1974-76) 
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Mark Your Calendar  

Monday, November 22, 5:00pm Pacific (8:00 Eastern) Iran Issues Discussion 

Group. Moderated by John Salamack (Bojnurd, 1965-67). PCIA offers this monthly 

virtual friendly discussion of current events having to do with Iran. All are 

welcome. 

Meetings are on the fourth Monday of every month at 5:00 pm Pacific time (8:00 

Eastern), on Zoom. If you have never attended the PCIA Iran Issues Discussion 

Group and would like to receive the Zoom link, let us know. Questions? Email John 

Salamack. 

  

 

 

  

Board News  

• Conference wrap-up. At least 85 attendees were present on Zoom for 

PCIA’s virtual conference on October 2. Respondents to a follow-up survey 

indicated a high level of satisfaction with the content, despite a few 

technical glitches. One person said, “Virtual conferences seem to work well 

while the pandemic is still out there, and can also be easier for our aging 

membership, who may no longer be able to take long trips.” To view videos 

of the conference presentations, click here. 

• Sign-on Letter. PCIA joined 46 other organizations calling on President 

Biden to pursue goodwill gestures aimed at helping the people of Iran 

combat the COVID-19 pandemic and fostering a positive environment for 

negotiations aimed at restoring the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA), or Nuclear Agreement with Iran. Read about it here. Questions 

about PCIA’s advocacy work may be directed to Paul Barker (Bidokht, Shiraz, 

Tehran, Bahrain, 1971-76). 

• Anthology success. Editor John Krauskopf (Ahwaz, Kermanshah, Arak, 

Babolsar, 1965-69) reports that PCIA’s legacy project, the publication of 

Memories and Insights: Iran Through the Eyes of Peace Corps Volunteers, has generated 
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almost $6,000 in donations, with 110 copies distributed so far. The book 

was recently included on a list of “17 Best New Iran History Books to Read in 2021”. 

Copies are still available by contacting John. 

• Anonymous donation. Treasurer Ed Seiders (Noshahr, Chaloos, 1967-69) 

reports that PCIA recently received a generous donation from an 

anonymous donor and would like to extend our sincere thanks. 

   

 

 

We Get Mail  

• A member of a Portland (OR) horticulture club submitted this question to 

Jackie last month:  

o Do you know if the Shah of Iran came to Portland for medical 

treatments between 1978 and 1980? Wikipedia says the Shah came to 

the US for medical treatment during that time period, but probably 

only to Texas and New York, from Mexico. I am asking because there is 

an unsubstantiated story that he came to Portland and someone 

obtained Caucasian wingnut trees from his airplane, which were planted 

[in Portland]. Caucasian wingnuts do come from Iran and I have seen 

them growing here. They are an interesting tree, but I do not believe 

this story.  Do you think there could be any truth to it? [Readers, if you 

have any thoughts on this question, please email Jackie.] 

  

Peace Corps Iran Connections – Two Iran RPCVs share recent small world stories:  

• Andrew Engelman (Ferdows, Sari, 1967-69) I was hiking in the French 

Pyrenees with my wife last summer. We were in Paris and by chance, I walked 

into a carpet store. A man opened up, and I asked him in Farsi if he is Iranian. 
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He said yes. Long story short, he was taught in school by Barkley Moore in 

Gonbad-e Kavous. Barkley, you may have heard, is a bit famous. He stayed 6 

years in Iran. This man asked if I could contact him. I found out this morning 

he died in 1994 at age 52. I will go back to the carpet guy, Reza Salieh, and 

tell him about Barkley. 

  

• Sally Chaffee (Tuyserkan, 1969-71). While I was in Tuyserkan, I lived with the 

Bahrami family. I was very close with their younger daughter, Azar. When I left Iran in 

1971, Azar and I were in touch through letters for 30 years (in Farsi, but my Farsi was 

pretty limited), then we lost contact, probably due to one of my several moves over the 

years.  Last month, my sister was at a gathering in the Boston area. Some 

postdocs from MIT were there. She met a guy from Tehran (who was very 

surprised to meet an American who was excited about his being Iranian). 

Turns out his grandparents and parents all grew up in Tuyserkan and, over 

the years, he had spent much time there. Within three days, his mother in 

Tehran contacted her sister, still in Tuyserkan, who is a friend of my friend, 

Azar! I just finished my 3rd WhatsApp message to Azar – we are both 

thrilled to be reconnected with each other. The man who reconnected us is 

helping me with my translations and Farsi writing - my Farsi is coming 

back, little by little.  

  

• From Fred Noland (Isfahan, 1965-67) with Cathia Geller, SISCA 

president:  

o Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy (SISCA) was created in 2015 by Returned 

Peace Corps Volunteers and leaders of the Iranian-American 

community in the greater Seattle area. The purpose was to promote 

peace through “citizen diplomacy”. Local government officials and 

citizens of both Seattle and Isfahan were enthusiastic about building 

understanding and trust through the sister city framework. 
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However, the withdrawal of the U.S. from the nuclear agreement, 

among other factors, caused the Isfahan city leadership to suspend 

direct communications about the project. In order to keep the goal 

alive, SISCA has conducted a number of programs to highlight 

Persian culture, including holding annual Nowruz events in Seattle 

City Hall, attended yearly by over 1500 area citizens of all 

backgrounds, Chefs Without Borders dinner events where Tom 

Douglas, Seattle’s famous chef, served Persian food while a 

restaurant in Iran served Tom Douglas recipes, and partnerships 

with other venerable Seattle institutions like the Symphony and 

Elliott Bay Bookstore. Most recently, SISCA board Culinary Director 

Omid Roustaei, “The Caspian Chef”, helped SISCA raise money for 

Afghan refugees being resettled in the Seattle area with a highly 

successful cooking class. SISCA also continues to partner on virtual 

and live events with other Iranian-American organizations active in 

the Seattle area. SISCA is hopeful that the forthcoming resumption 

of nuclear talks will open the door to a resumption of the effort to 

create a true sister city relationship and help to rebuild 

understanding and trust. For more information 

see www.seattleisfahan.org. You can also find us on Facebook, Twitter 

and Instagram. Please consider proposing a relationship between 

your city and a potential sister city in Iran. 

   

• National Peace Corps Association (NPCA). Returned Volunteer 

Survey: Help Us Tell the World About the Impact of Peace Corps 

Service in Your Life 

• Sixty years ago, in convincing a skeptical Congress of the value of the 

Peace Corps, President Kennedy stated that Peace Corps would not only 

share the talents of its Volunteers within their countries of service and work 

to build peace and friendship abroad, but that Returned Peace Corps 

Volunteers would unequivocally provide a significant dividend to the United 

https://peacecorpsiran.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9ee3fecaeac0bd7715acdf8a&id=6baa11479b&e=0a069c5cf2


States. Although anecdotal evidence exists of that dividend, there has 

never been an empirical study to determine the extent to which the Peace 

Corps experience has made a difference in the lives of returned Volunteers 

and in our country. Take part in a survey of returned Volunteers and help 

others understand that impact as never before. 

 

PCIA welcomes your thoughts and comments on anything you see in From the 

Field. Click here to submit. 

   

 

 

 

Shopping on Amazon During the Holidays?  

 

Check out AmazonSmile. It’s a simple and automatic way to support PCIA, at no cost to 

you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same prices and shopping 

experience as at Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 

the purchase price to PCIA. 

   

 

 

 

Submit Your Photos 

Message from Jackie 

 

Each month, From the Field features a photo submitted by one of our members. We invite 

you to submit your own photos of Iran, from either your Peace Corps years or recent trips. 

Thanks to everyone who has submitted recently. It will take a few months, but we plan to 

use them all. 
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Find Us on Facebook 

 

For some time, we have had a lively Facebook group, with over 400 members. 

We post articles, photos, questions, and comments about Peace Corps in Iran or 

Iran itself. We invite you to click here and ask to join. Be sure and answer the 

membership question you will see there. We will accept your request within a day 

or two, and you’re in! 

 

We also have a Facebook page, open to the whole world. Located here, this is a 

public page that features news about Iran and PCIA. We add photos and videos 

regularly. The purpose of the FB page is to engage our visitors to consider Iran 

with a more complete and nuanced view, in the spirit of Peace Corps' Third Goal. 

 

Hope to see you participating in both of our Facebook venues. Invite your friends too! 

  

 

 

  

We Accept Donations 

 

Supporting PCIA with your donations is crucial to our success because we don’t charge dues. 

Donations support our biannual conferences (our next one is tentatively planned for Chicago in 

the fall of 2022), as well as our many other advocacy, legacy, civic engagement, publishing, 

and member connection projects. If you are proud of your Peace Corps experience and 

believe that PCIA leverages and amplifies your ideals and your voice as an RPCV, we invite 

you to donate as you are able, either through PayPal or by printing this form and mailing it 

with a check. We are grateful. 

  

 

 

 

Membership  
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Membership in PCIA is free (no dues). We welcome everyone who shares our values of 

peace, diplomacy, cultural understanding, and preserving the legacy of Peace Corps Iran. 

Members do not need to have served in the Peace Corps or lived in Iran. To become a 

member, click here. You will find that you must first join the National Peace Corps Association 

(it's free), and in doing so, you will then have the opportunity to join PCIA. 

  

 

 

PCIA MISSION STATEMENT 

   

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between 

Americans and Iranians through outreach, education and advocacy, and upholds 

the legacy of Peace Corps in Iran.  

 

Adopted February, 2017. 

 

PCIA CORE VALUES  

• Experience. We value the experience and knowledge of Iran and its people 

that our members have acquired through Peace Corps. We seek to preserve 

and share the legacy of our experience. We believe the experience of living 

in another culture shaped our worldview and commitment to giving back. 

• Making a Difference. We aspire to make a difference by speaking up in 

accordance with our mission and goals. 

• Diversity and Inclusion. We value diversity of experience and opinion, 

and believe understanding is achieved through open mindedness, 

inclusiveness, and respectful dialogue. 

• Integrity, Accountability and Transparency. We are accountable to our 

members and donors to ensure that our activities meet the highest ethical 

standards of organizational and personal integrity. We are good stewards of 

the time, talent, and treasure of our members and volunteers. We practice 

sound financial management.  Adopted, Feb. 2017 
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ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT 

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, 

outreach, and cultural diplomacy. Adopted Feb. 2017 

PCIA GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

1.  Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building 

blocks of friendship, inclusiveness and world peace. As citizens of a world power, 

Americans bear a special responsibility. 

  

2.    Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions 

between countries and their citizens.  

  

3.    Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through 

cultural and economic ties reinforces international cooperation and reduces the 

likelihood of armed conflict.  

  

4.    Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues. 

  

5.    Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts. Peace is built and sustained 

through voluntary agreement and consent. 

  

The Principles will be used as guidelines for the Advocacy Bulletin and other 

advocacy activities. The board may speak for the Association in the sense of 

upholding our mission, values and principles. Adopted June, 2017 

Peace Corps Iran Association is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit based in Portland, 

OR. We are affiliated with the National Peace Corps Association. 

 

Title: From the Field comes from the Rumi quote at the top of each issue: “Out 

beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field. I will meet you there.” 

Jalal ad-Din Rumi. The idea is that PCIA is operating in a field that is outside of the 



conflict between our two governments as to who is right and wrong. In that field 

we meet all those who, like us, find the conflict detrimental and irrelevant. This 

newsletter is sent from that field. 

   

 

 

 

PCIA Board Members 

 

Jeanette Gottlieb, President (Noshahr, Hamadan, 1965-67) 

Jackie Spurlock, Vice-President; Dooreh Co-leader; From the Field Editor (Abadeh, 

Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) 

Ed Seiders, Treasurer (Noshahr, Chalus, 1967-69) 

Marie Mitchell, Secretary (Mahalat, 1974-75) 

Bill Brandon (Shiraz, 1964-66) 

Brad Hanson (Khaf, Shiraz, 1973-76) 

Doug Schermer (Semnan, Shahrud, 1966-67) 

Fraser Lang (Isfahan, Tehran, 1968-70) 

Joe Mangi (Malayer, 1966-68) 

John Krauskopf (Ahwaz, Kermanshah, Arak, Babolsar, 1965-69) 

John Salamack (Bojnurd, 1965-67) 

Kerry Segel (Khonsar, Isfahan, 1969-73) 

Paul Barker, Advocacy Bulletin Editor (Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran, 1971-76) 

 

Other PCIA Leaders 

 

Carolyn Yale, Future of PCIA Core Team co-leader (Shiraz, 1974-75) 

Genna Wangsness, Historian (Shiraz, Tehran, 1965-71) 

Jim Goode, Dooreh Co-leader (Tuyserkan, 1968-71) 

Joan Gaughan, KhabarNameh Editor (Lahijan, Rasht, 1964-66)  
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About this email 

You have received this email because you are a member of Peace Corps Iran Association 

or have an interest in Iran. If you do not wish to receive future issues of From the 

Field, please use the unsubscribe link in the footer. 

 

Comments 

We welcome your thoughts and feedback. Please submit to jackie@peacecorpsiran.org. 
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