6 April 2021 Action Alert

From the Peace Corps Iran Association Advocacy Group
Time Sensitive

ACTIONS: 1). This alert urges you today or tomorrow to contact your two Senators to sign the letter
cosponsored by Senators Chris Murphy (D — CT) and Tim Kaine (D — VA) in support of the Biden
Administration rejoining soon the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA, the Iran nuclear
agreement) on a compliance for compliance basis. Compliment your Senator if s/he has already signed
the letter.

In light of the indirect discussions in Vienna starting today, April 6, (see below) this letter is even more
important.

2) Continue in letters to the editor, engagements with the press, and your social media platforms, to make
arguments to build up public support for rejoining the JCPOA and removing US obstacles to Iran
combatting COVID-19, such as:

= the JCPOA worked and can work again if the US reenters it on a compliance for compliance
basis,

»  Trump’s “maximum pressure” campaign not only failed but backfired in that Iran has more
fissile material, more centrifuges operating, and a shorter breakout time, than when Trump
withdrew the US from the agreement,

* time is running out to reenter the JCPOA with the Iranian June 2021 presidential election likely
to elect a hardliner,

= the Biden administration deserves praise for engaging in the indirect Vienna talks to break the
impasse,

= reentering the JCPOA is a necessary step to reengage Iran in diplomacy in addressing other
issues such as ballistic missiles, regional security, human rights, as well as extension of some of
the provisions of the JCPOA, and

= Biden should facilitate the importation by Iran of covid-19 vaccines, other medicines, and
equipment to combat the pandemic by issuing waivers of US sanctions. No one in the world is
fully safe from covid-19 until all are safe from the virus.

BACKGROUND

Today, April 6, representatives of the JCPOA parties (Russia, China, UK, France, Germany,) under
European Union chairmanship, are meeting in Vienna with representatives of Iran and the US, separately,
to try and clarify exactly what Iran needs to do to be in full compliance and what the US needs to do to
rejoin the JCPOA and be in full compliance. The US Special Envoy for Iran, Rob Malley, leads the US
delegation. Abbas Araghchi, Deputy Foreign Minister and a key player in negotiating the 2015
agreement, heads the Iranian delegation. In effect, European diplomats are helping the US and Iran find a
way out of the impasse of who takes the first step. This is a very positive development.
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The press reports that Iran and the US, perhaps with the Iranian presidential election in June in mind, both
want to cut to the chase and define the endgame of actions to be taken by both parties.

For reporting and analysis of the Vienna discussions see WAPQO: Talks on reviving Iran nuclear deal
begin on ‘right track,” Tehran envoy says and NY Times: Iran and U.S Agree on Path Back to
Nuclear Deal

For the US to come into full compliance with the JCPOA, it will be necessary to lift more than just the
“nuclear-related sanctions” that were lifted when the JCPOA originally went into effect but were
reimposed by Trump in May 2018 when he withdrew the US from the JCPOA.

Trump imposed more than 1,500 additional sanctions and designations of individuals and entities after
withdrawing from the JCPOA. Thus, the Central Bank of Iran, the rest of the Iranian financial system, the
Iranian National Oil Company and the rest of Iran’s oil industry, most of Iran’s non-oil industrial sector,
and many other entities were sanctioned or designated. In effect, Trump imposed an international
blockade, unprecedented in the history of sanctions, around Iran, with these additional sanctions.

Even if the “nuclear sanctions” related to the JCPOA are lifted, Iran would derive no benefit if all these
other Trump sanctions are left in place. Ostensibly, these other sanctions were imposed on the grounds of
terrorism, human rights, regional activities, ballistic missiles, etc. However, the primary purpose was to
erect a “sanctions wall” to make it extremely difficult for a successor administration to rejoin the JCPOA.
At the time, proponents of this wave of new sanctions were quite open in stating the purpose was to build
this “sanctions wall.” For a good analysis of the “sanctions wall” sec Responsible Statecraft: For true
JCPOA re-entry, Biden must tear down this sanctions wall.

Fortunately, the official in the Obama administration responsible for implementing sanctions against Iran,
Richard Nephew, is on Malley’s team. He is expert at both imposing and lifting sanctions.

It will require political will by President Biden to lift these other sanctions. It will require backbone to
stand up to the inevitable criticism from those opposed to the JCPOA, from those opposed to diplomacy
with Iran.

Thus, actions, such as the Senator Murphy/Kaine letter, and an earlier letter in the House of
Representatives, are important to show Biden that he has political support in Congress and the political
space in which to take the difficult decisions to reenter the JCPOA and pursue diplomacy with Iran on
other issues.

Poll after poll shows a majority of Americans opposed Trump withdrawing the US from the agreement,
favor reentering the JCPOA and want to engage in diplomacy with Iran. See NEWSWEEK: Biden
should Listen to Americans and Return to the Iran Deal.

We Peace Corps Volunteers who served in Iran with our special voice can continue to help build that
public support for the JCPOA and for diplomacy — not war — with Iran.

Text of the Murphy-Kaine Letter

April X, 2021
President Joseph R. Biden
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1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington DC 20500-0003

Dear President Biden:

We are pleased that your Presidency has marked our country’s return to the values-based foreign policy
that has for decades served as the bedrock principle of America’s approach to the world. It is crucial that
America reassert its leadership and moral standing on the global stage as we pursue our national security
interests.

While the damage of the last four years has left our country facing numerous challenges across the globe,
there is no question that one of your early pressing national security priorities should be to return to the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) to address the threat posed by Iran’s nuclear program.

President Trump’s decision to withdraw from the JCPOA and pursue a “maximum pressure” strategy not
only failed to yield results but has brought Iran closer to developing nuclear weapons. As result of this
failed policy, according to the latest International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) report in February
2021, Iran had 4,390 kilograms of Low Enriched Uranium, more than 14 times what it had during full
implementation of the JCPOA and enough for multiple nuclear weapons if enriched to weapons grade.

Other missteps of the Trump Administration include banning Iranians from traveling to the United States
and refusing to provide adequate and timely humanitarian licensing to ensure unencumbered delivery of
humanitarian assistance to Iran, including for medicines and medical supplies necessary to aid innocent
Iranians ravaged by COVID-19. We welcome your decision to reverse the travel ban and would support
actions in line with U.S. values that you promised during the campaign to ensure that U.S. sanctions do
not prevent the Iranian people from receiving critical vaccines and other medicines in the midst of a
global pandemic.

Most worrisome, the Trump Administration’s numerous military incidents in the Middle East repeatedly
and needlessly brought us to the brink of war. These missteps have made Iran a more dangerous and
destabilizing force in the region, leaving our country and our allies visibly less safe than when President
Obama left office.

We strongly support returning to the JCPOA and using a “compliance for compliance” approach as a
starting point to reset U.S. relations with Iran. Should Iran be willing to return to compliance with the
limitations set by the JCPOA, the United States should be willing to rejoin the deal and provide the
sanctions relief required under the agreement. This return would also mark your Administration’s
adherence to the congressional reporting requirements of the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act,
ensuring that Congress is informed of all aspects of Iranian compliance through regular reporting
requirements. This includes your certification every 90 days that Iran is “transparently, verifiably, and
fully implementing” the agreement and that Iran has not taken any action to advance a nuclear weapons
program. A “compliance for compliance” policy will also help restore U.S. diplomatic credibility and
repair relations with our European allies, who have continued to support the deal in our absence.

Even so, we recognize that the threat posed by Iran extends well beyond its nuclear program. Iran’s
actions—including hostage taking and unlawful imprisonment of U.S. persons, military and financial
support for destabilizing regional proxies, horrific human rights abuses, cyber attacks, and ballistic
missile development—have exacerbated instability, conflict, and human suffering in the region and
continue to threaten the United States and our friends and allies. These issues must be addressed with the
same urgency as our efforts to contain Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

To that end, we also call on your Administration to build on its initial mutual return with Iran to the
JCPOA by promptly engaging in follow-on discussions on a regional diplomatic strategy to restrain Iran



that involves not only the P5+1 but also Israel and the Gulf States. This includes to begin making swift
progress on key issues of regional concern, including Iran’s missile program and its support for surrogates
and proxies, and we encourage you over time to extend the nuclear limitations in the JCPOA either
through a new nuclear agreement or by an extension of the existing one. Finally, we request your
assurance that you will prioritize the release of all Americans and U.S Lawful Permanent Residents in any
discussions with Iran.

We look forward to working with you to prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon and promote
enhanced regional security in the Middle East, and we would welcome a detailed briefing on what a strict
“compliance for compliance” policy looks like and what would be required of the U.S. as part of this
policy. We are grateful for your leadership at this particularly difficult time in our history and pledge to
work closely with you in the 117th Congress to protect the American people, reestablish the primacy of
U.S. diplomacy, and secure our interests abroad.

Sincerely,

Comments
To subscriber, Unsubscribe or comment on PCIA Action Alerts, write
to: paul@peacecorpsiran.org.
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