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“I am Crying with Joy”: Finding Miss Meena
By Joan Gaughan (Rasht/Lahijan, 1964-66)

The lady who came to her English class at Ferdowsi
School in Abadan had fair skin and dark hair and wore red
lipstick. Her name was “Miss Mina” and she was from
something called “Gorah-e- Solh” which meant “Peace
Corps” and the Peace Corps was from the United States.
Iran Kashkooli (left, in the photo) loved “Miss Mina” and
memorized all the songs “Miss Mina” taught them,
including “My Old Kentucky Home”. She even knew her
favorite food was gormeh sabzi. “Miss Mina” made Iran
and her classmates “fall in love with the United States”—
so much so that years later in 1973, when Iran came to the
United States to enter San Jose State University in California, the adjustment was not difficult.
Iran married a wonderful American, but never forgot “Miss Mina” and talked about her so much
and with such affection that eventually one of their sons also joined the Peace Corps and served
in China.
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“Miss Mina” was Lynne Meena (Abadan/Rasht, 1964-66) who thought she had the best job in
the Peace Corps. She taught English three days a week to 7™ and 8™ grade girls in two of
Abadan’s largest high schools. Iran Kashkooli was among those hundreds of students. Lynne
also created an English Teachers Association of Abadan that met weekly with thirty Iranian
teachers—men and women—to help them teach English through a method she learned in Peace
Corps training at the University of Michigan.

The local television station invited Lynne to teach English three nights a week. According to
the U.S. Consulate in Khorramshahr, nearly 10,000 Iranians watched her 30-minute program in
their homes, in teahouses, and in the bazaar
in order to learn American English. The
show reached southwest Iraq and Kuwait. In
short, Lynne became a local celebrity,
donating her “salary” to help the schools buy
video equipment. During the summer, when
Abadan temperatures soared to 120 degrees,
the Peace Corps sent Lynne to Rasht to help
three other volunteers teach arts and crafts.

Lynne with students

Over many years, Iran Murphy turned to Facebook and Google
hoping to find “Miss Mina”. Finally, in 2018, her son came across
the Peace Corps Iran website’s “contact us” button that forwards

messages to webmaster Doug Schermer, who read this email:

Is there a picture or list of peace corps volunteers who
served in Iran in 1962 to 1964.[She had the wrong dates.] |
want to find my teacher/volunteer Miss Mina. I don’t
remember her name, but we called her Miss Mina. I loved
Miss Mina and I wonder if I can find her and know more
about her. She changed my life as a little girl.

The television show

Together with PCIA historian Genna Wangsness, they found Lynne Meena living in Louisville,
Kentucky, and, with additional help from Mary Simms at the Peace Corps regional office in
Oakland, CA, a reunion was arranged. Mary Simms contacted CBS News, which sent a video
crew to interview Lynne when she arrived at the San Francisco airport with her husband, George,
on February 13.The next day, Valentine’s Day, at a friend’s San Francisco home, Iran’s son
Rostin, with tears in his own eyes, watched as his mother, “crying with joy”, and her beloved
“Miss Mina,” who is “still so beautiful and young”, embraced each other.
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The story became national news when the CBS Morning News broadcast their reunion the
next day. That a major media source decided that Peace
Corps service was newsworthy is a powerful indication that,
despite the tension that now exists between our two
countries, what we tried to do in Iran was important. The
persistence of Iran Murphy to find a beloved teacher from
fifty-six years ago demonstrates the life-long impact of
Peace Corps service on people, including sometimes their
own family. In what she describes as something “very Peace
Corpsy,” Lynne’s brother David served with the Peace
Corps in Tanzania and her step-grandson Ben Rapp will
head for Peace Corps service in Tanzania this summer.

Lynne, Iran and Rostin

You can view that video on this URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JD-HaCZqys

Click on the “like” button to increase Peace Corps Iran’s visibility. You will notice a slight error.
The clip has the Peace Corps leaving Iran in 1972 rather than 1976.

The story of another student’s search to find a teacher from Iran was featured on our Peace
Corps Iran website in 2017 and can be accessed at https://peacecorpsiran.org/finding-mr-paul/

From the Editor

Lynne Meena’s reunion with one of her students is a reminder of why
we went to Iran, but the fraying relations between the United States and
Iran have led Carolyn Yale to reflect on the present tensions between our
two countries. However, Now Ruz is upon us and Vida Bourbour shows
us the significance of the Haft Seen while Doug Meyer’s column also
reminds that this is a time to forget rancor. Jim Whitaker takes us on a
medical journey in Rasht while Rom Rom takes us to the very distant
past with a look at the destruction of Takht-e Jamshid. John Krauskopf
has reviewed a beautiful book by Dennis Briskin and Joel Hettger takes
us on a short tour of his favorite Tehran restaurants.

So, gentle reader, befarma’id and a VERY HAPPY PERSIAN NEW YEAR!!!!
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Sal-e Now Mobarak
By Vida Bourbour (Farsi language trainer, Iran IV, Ann Arbor, 1964)
(Reprinted from KhabarNameh, Now Ruz, 2017)

In harmony with the rebirth of nature, the Iranian New Year
Celebration, or Now Ruz, always begins on the first day of
spring which is usually around March 21°%.
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A few weeks before Now Ruz, Iranians clean and rearrange r 2&3 et o

their homes. They bake or purchase sweet pastries or shirini. They prepare the ceremonial
Sofreh, Haft Seen, in which seven items are displayed on a table or spread on a white cloth on
the Persian carpet. The number seven has been sacred in Iran since ancient times.

Each of the seven items begins with the Persian letter Seen. They represent Life, Health,
Happiness, Prosperity, Love, Patience, and Peace. The symbolic items of the Haft Seen are:

Sabzeh or sprouts, usually wheat or lentil (Life) Seer or garlic (Health-Medicine)
Seeb or apple (Peace/Beauty) Serkeh or vinegar (Patience)
Senjed or Russian olive, dry fruit (Love) Sombol or hyacinth (Happiness)

Sekeh or coin (Prosperity)

On the Wednesday before the first day of Now Ruz (Chahrshanbeh Surie), the youth of Iran
build a bonfire and jump over it. They all sing “Zar dieh man as tu, sorkhy e tu as man,” or I
give you the past and you give me the future!”
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Did o Baz did-e Ayd
It is a must to respect the elders of the family and visit them on the first of day of Now Ruz.
Children visit their parents, and parents eagerly provide coins or tasty pastries.

Sizde Be Dar

Did o Baz did goes on for thirteen days. On the thirteenth day of the month of Farvadin, Iranian
families and friends leave the crowded cities for parks and mountains to enjoy the beauty of
nature and lovely wild flowers of their land. They entertain themselves with music and dance.
They share the famous Ashe Reshte or noodle soup. Young boys and girls tie sabzeh (greens) and
wish for true love and marriage. It is lots of fun for everyone!

On the World Wide Web
Edited by Doug Meyer (Semnan, 1967-68)

Best wishes for the new year. That is the theme of this installment’s celebration of Persian New
. Year.

To start with a light touch, here is an “official” acknowledgement of the
holiday by Google!

https://www.google.com/doodles?q=nowruz

How to do it in the privacy of your home:

& Eé;'ni https://www.wikihow.com/Celebrate-the-Persian-New-Year-(Nowruz)

A scholarly overview of the celebration:

https://www.wikihow.com/Celebrate-the-Persian-New-Year-(Nowruz)

Clearly someone who’s been there/done that:

https://roadsandkingdoms.com/?s=nowruz+in+iran

To be sure you don’t miss it: http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/nowruz

Some European hitchhikers find Now Ruz in Kyrgystan:

https://www.journalofhomads.com/nowruz-in-kyrgystan/

In DC: http://nowruzfestival.org/

In the rest of the world: https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-middle-east-47643267/nowruz-
how-300m-people-celebrate-persian-new-year
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Trivia Corner
By “Rom Rom”

Editor’s note: I vowed once that I would never tell, listen to or publish a Mullah Nasreddin joke.

Mullah Nasreddin had been courting a girl for over a year. One evening as he was leaving her
house, the girl’s father demanded, “Mullah, I would like to know if your intentions are honorable
or dishonorable.” Nasreddin’s face brightened and he answered, “Do you mean to say, sir, that |
have a choice?”

Making Sense of the Crisis with Iran
By Carolyn Yale (Shiraz 1974-75)

A friend recently returned from the second of two trips to the
Middle East: first to Iran, then to Egypt. In recounting her travels,
she immediately remarked: Egypt is so much poorer than Iran.

Yes, Iran has changed greatly since the pre-revolution Peace
Corps years, as has the Middle East. In 1975, the population of the
country was under 33 million; 64 % of the people were illiterate;
over half of the population were living in rural areas. Now, 98 % of
80 m11110n plus Iranians can read; 75% are living in urban areas. Before the revolution, Iran was
a U.S. ally, albeit with a bitter memory of the 1953 intervention that reinstated the shah. Today,
our news is awash with references to malign behavior, state sponsorship of terrorism, missile
strikes— culminating forty years of animosity.

Sanctions, a blockade of Iran oil exports, regional militarization against Iran: It is not hard to
see where the entrenched U.S. stance against Iran could lead. A seemingly minor mistake in
judgment could touch off a major conflict. We are fortunate that the assassination of General
Soleimani did not touch off a conflagration and that the military responses were measured.

Soleimani was targeted because he allegedly was plotting further violence. To the U.S.
administration and military, the assassination was legal and justified because a) Soleimani was
classed as a terrorist and b) it was assumed that his death would help persuade Iran to abandon
military involvement in Iraq and elsewhere. However, what seemed a straightforward action in
military terms was met with a political shockwave in Iran and throughout the Middle East.
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Today there are close to ten times more U.S. soldiers in the Middle East than the entirety of
Peace Corps volunteers serving around the globe (over 70,000 versus 7330). We send additional
soldiers to protect the troops already stationed there. These are our tools for containing a nation
that refuses to come to heel.

The campaign to contain Iran is expressed in terms designed to arouse fear: Iran intends to
build nuclear weapons, Iran intends to dominate the region, Iran intends to annihilate Israel.
Many “experts” accept these statements as truths. Whether we accept or reject these
interpretations of intent, what matters more is the response. Iran may have intended a nuclear

program prior to the JCPOA but the Obama administration

acted ‘as if” diplomacy could tackle the issue—and an For Iran’s part, what possible
agreement was reached. Now the U.S. and its allies have reason would there be to bargain
chosen military buildup and force to forestall perceived with a government that shows no
threats—for example, Soleimani—and in the process may respect for Iran, insists on having
create self-fulfilling prophecies. its way only, and cannot be trusted

to keep an agreement?

The crisis with Iran casts a wide shadow. The sanctions

have led to a crisis of civilian suffering within Iran. The

battles, on the other hand, take place in countries like Iraq, Syria and Yemen. Why is the U.S.
still in Iraq? What began as U.S. assistance against ISIS has become a battle against Iran. Iraq,
which shares a 960-mile-long border with Iran, is caught in the middle of the contest and would
prefer to be on amicable terms with Iran while also remaining a U.S. ally. After the assassination
of Soleimani, Iraq’s parliament requested that the U.S. military leave the country. It is a matter of
the safety of Iraq’s citizens and a matter of national pride—the desire to take charge without
foreign influence. (Much the same could be said of other countries in the region, including Iran.)
The U.S. has threatened sanctions if U.S. troops are ousted.

It is worth considering whether the U.S. military presence and use of force to settle conflicts
with Iran is in fact counterproductive. Might planned military drawdown coupled with
diplomacy be better? However, prospects for successful bilateral U.S.-Iran diplomacy are dim.
The actions of the Trump administration—withdrawal from the JCPOA, renewed sanctions,
demands of additional concessions by Iran, branding Javad Zarif, Iran’s foreign minister, a
‘terrorist’— suggest an aversion to negotiating with Iran. For Iran’s part, what possible reason
would there be to bargain with a government that shows no respect for Iran, insists on having its
way only, and cannot be trusted to keep an agreement?

Americans may easily ignore the consequences of conflict with a country half a globe away.
Iranians can’t. They see us in ways we fail to see. Perhaps you can appreciate the perspectives of
these Iranian women:
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“I do not understand those who thank President Trump for this attack [on Soleimani] and
question what Soleimani had been doing in Syria and Iraq. If Iran should not be allowed
to interfere in neighboring countries, why should Americans be allowed to come to our
region all the way from the other side of the Earth?” Persian BBC after the death of
Soleimani, January 6, 2020.

"[ranian people don't want this. We don't want war. We don't want this regime but Trump
is also hurting us ... His sanctions are having zero impact on the regime and are only
affecting us," said Nazanin, an Iranian mother of two. "The way Trump killed Soleimani,
the way he is choking the Iranian people and humiliating us with his travel bans,
sanctions ... [it's] turning us more and more against the US. What Trump is doing is only
strengthening the regime." Al Jazeera, February 4, 2020.

A final thought: When we talk about Iran, recent events are on people’s minds. They want to
know more about Iran, to understand the country in today’s context. Here are some follow-up
suggestions. The PCIA Advocacy Bulletin tracks these subjects in detail.

e Support Iranian Americans in our communities: Estimates of the number of Iranian
Americans in the U.S. range from 900,000 to 1.5 million. Some have chosen to speak
publicly about discrimination and hostility directed at them — particularly in recent
months.

¢ Be informed about the “Muslim bans” and support their reversal. The National
Immigration Law Center is a good resource:. https://www.nilc.org/issues/immigration-
enforcement/understanding-the-muslim-bans/

e For the sake of the Iranian people and diplomacy, support U.S. sanctions relief.

e Support legislation to avert war with Iran. This includes, for example, repeal of the 2002
Authorization for Use of Military Force,* which was most recently used to justify
assassination of Soleimani and blocking military funding for offensive military force
against Iran without congressional approval.

e Getinvolved in PCIA’s community outreach program by hosting a presentation of Our
Man in Tehran. For details, see the January issue of From the Field or email
Carolyn@peacecorpsiran.org.

“The need for returned PCVs to put their expertise to use in waking Americans up to what Iran
really is has never been more pressing.” Jerome Clinton, /ran Peace Corps Association
Newsletter, Number One, April, 1988.
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Aya Midanastid?
Edited by “Rom Rom”
Thais
One of the most beloved sites in Iran is Persepolis/Takht-e Jamshid. We have marveled at its
stark beauty and wondered what the entire complex might have looked like before Alexander the

Great burned it in revenge for Xerxes’ burning of
Athens a century earlier.

But was it revenge? And was it even
Alexander’s idea? And why is it called Takht-e
Jamshid instead of Takht-e...Cyrus or Darius or
even Xerxes?

The story is this: After Alexander took the
capital in 330/331 BCE, he did the usual
plundering and looting. Then, he and his men celebrated. It was when he was not entirely sober
that Thais, the lover of one of his generals, Ptolemy, declared that burning the palace would be
his greatest accomplishment in Asia and particularly fitting that revenge would be led by a
woman.

Alexander may not have been entirely sober when he agreed with her. In any case, a procession
developed, including musicians playing pipes and flutes and carrying torches. Thais stepped
aside to allow Alexander to throw the first torch into the compound. Her torch followed his and
then all of the merry makers threw theirs into the conflagration.

It was later historians who gave credit (or blame) for the motive of revenge to Thais rather than
to Alexander—and for good reason. At no other time in his conquests did he destroy anything of
cultural value and he had already shown an appreciation of Persia by taking Persian officers into
his army, and adopting Persian dress and customs,
including the use of the title “Shahan Shah” for
himself.

For centuries, the ruined capital lay under rubble
and the legend developed that it had been the
palace of the legendary king, Jamshid. Hence, the
name, Jamshid’s throne—Takht-e Jamshid. It was
not excavated until the 1930s.
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The real puzzle is not why the palace was burned or who was ultimately responsible for it, but
whether Alexander, the student of Aristotle, regretted it afterwards—when he got sober.

A Medical Adventure in Rasht
By Howard (Jim) Whitaker (Fuman/Sari) 1964-66)

While serving in the small town of Fuman, near Rasht, I
suffered the onset of debilitating symptoms which were
. eventually diagnosed as pneumonia (whether viral or
bacterial, I don’t recall), so I referred myself to the
designated Peace Corps physician in Rasht,
Iranian/German-trained/English-speaking Dr. Mashrouf. He
suspected pneumonia and admitted me to the charming but
primitive little Rasht provincial hospital where x-ray scans
and other tests confirmed pneumonia. A course of antibiotics was begun in case the pneumonia
was bacterial, and as prophylaxis if it wasn’t. I remained in that hospital for a prolonged period
with Dr. Donald West, the official Peace Corps resident physician in far-away Tehran receiving
periodic reports regarding my condition/prognosis.

Of that hospital stay: First, the x-rays were dried by hanging such from a large citrus tree in the
hospital courtyard. For some years thereafter, I retained pictures of the tree festooned with x-ray
films. Second, concerted attempts to administer several times daily the course of antibiotics with
reusable needles so dull that when the nurses would attempt to insert them into my buttocks they
would bend, and each time it was only after numerous tries with several needles, that penetration
would be achieved and injections could be administered. I came to dread the times for
administration.

Eventually Dr. West and Dr. Mashrouf decided that I had reached a state of recovery whereby I
could travel to Tehran to convalesce and complete my recovery under Dr. West’s care. Upon
reaching Tehran, I was lodged in the little hostel in the basement of the Peace Corps office on
Marjan Street. It had a small kitchen and Dr. West arranged for a cook to visit daily and prepare
meals for me. It was during that time of convalescence, thanks to my being in Tehran, that I
negotiated with Peace Corps staff a much-improved assignment change for myself, which was a
transfer to the Mazanderan Agriculture Extension Service headquarters in Sari—a wonderful
improvement in every aspect over Fuman!

One other medical note: I still have possession of my original Peace Corps-issued field
medical kit and contents which is miraculous given all the globe-spanning major upheavals I
have experienced since I left Iran!
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Books, Books
Edited by Rea Keech (Tehran, 1967-69)

Iran Before...©2019 by Dennis Briskin. Reviewed by John
Krauskopf (Ahwaz, 1965-67). The photographs below are provided
courtesy of Dennis Briskin.

Dennis Briskin (Arak,1967-69) has produced a new photo book
titled Iran Before... containing marvelous images of Iran during the
Peace Corps years. The almost
coffee-table-size book contains

over fifty black-and-white photos Iran Before...

Ly Dennis Briskin

of scenes and people that had caught his eye. First brought out
at the Peace Corps Iran Association Conference in San Diego,
Briskin’s images caught my eye, too. They brought into focus
pictures in my mind that have faded and blurred a little over
time.

I am not a photographer even on the tourist snapshot level. I
have no personal basis upon which to judge the artistic merit of these pictures. I thoroughly
enjoyed the collection because of the emotions these photos evoked from my own past.
However, I shared Briskin’s book with my neighbor, who is a professor of photography and has
a studio in San Franc1sco but who doesn’t have my emotional connection to the period Iranian
- subject matter. He appreciatively praised the photos’ artistic
merit, both technical and aesthetic, and commented that
Dennis has a good eye.

The book includes pastoral scenes, scenes in the bazaar,
architecture, tilework, craftwork, images of people, etc., and
Briskin provides spare, but useful, captions that provide
context. In the main, however, the striking images speak for
themselves. A few of the images plus some bonus photos
can be previewed at Dennis’ website
www.TheFaceoflran.com.

Woman washing a samovar - Arak
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Briskin’s book is an important addition to the
legacy of the Peace Corps in Iran. This book is
a little pricey at around $70.00, but to get the
high-quality printing needed to do justice to the
photos the cost isn’t unreasonable. Iran
Before... can be purchased at the website
above as well as directly from Dennis Briskin,
P.O. Box 1195, Palo Alto, CA 94302.

Dennis’ final thought about the Peace Corps
that follows the portfolio of images struck me
as common to most return Volunteers: “We
went to make the world a better place. The
place made us better people.”

opyright 2013 Dennis Briskin

Courtyard Pair - Arak

Shaehr
Edited by Mostafa Rahbar (University of Tennessee)

Editor’s note: In Mostafa Rahbar’s temporary absence, we offer the following story which
illustrates how important poetry is to Iranians. The interview with Dr. Avery can be found on
YouTube.

Some years ago, the eminent British scholar, Dr. Peter Avery, was traveling about Iran when
he and his chauffeur came upon a Mack truck with its machinery strewn about the road. As the
chauffeur and driver of the truck were sorting out the parts and reloading then onto the truck, Dr.
Avery spied the driver’s young apprentice on the side of the road reading a small book with his
finger guiding his eyes as one might do when one is learning to read. Looking closer, Dr. Avery
identified the book as the Divan-e Hafez. He asked the ‘
boy where he was from and the boy replied, “Shiraz”—
(a tiny lie, as Dr. Avery soon learned that the lad was
from Tabriz). Dr. Avery recited the first line of a well-
known poem, “If that Shirazi Turk gets hold of my
heart...” and to his surprise and delight, the boy not
only finished the couplet but recited the entire poem.

And that, of course, raises the question: how many of =
us would be able to recite an entire Shakespearean 5 s
sonnet from memory?

Tomb of Hafez in Shiraz
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Dooreh-ye Ketab, 2020
Jim Goode (Tuyserkan, 1968-1971) and Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/ZarrinShahr, 1974-76)

March 11—1Jasmin Darznik, Song of a Captive Bird*

May 13—Sattareh Farmanfarmaian, with Dona Munker, Daughter of Persia (Professor Nasrin
Rahimieh, UC Irvine, will lead the discussion)

July 8—David Devine, Persian Mosaic*

September 9—1Jay Crook, Ambling Through Life*

November 11—Carole Jerome, The Man in the Mirror (discussion leader TBD)
*Indicates author will participate in book discussion

We had a great discussion of Jason Rezaian’s book in January. We are looking forward to the
next session on March 11 when Jasmin Darznik will be joining us. As always, we will meet at 5
p.m. Pacific Time on the Zoom platform. Hope you will join us. Please let one of us know if you
have any questions. Jim@peacecorpsiran.org. Or Jackie@peacecorpsiran.org.

Apology

In the Special Conference edition, the picture on the Orange
Garden presentation was mistakenly identified as Joanna Garner.
This is the correct picture. You may remember that a reading of
her Orange Garden was given at the San Diego conference in
October. Our apologies to both Joanna and her family.

SHOPPING ON AMAZON?

Check out Amazon Smile. It’s a simple way to support PCIA at no cost to you. When you shop
at Smile.Amazon.com, you will find the same exact prices as at Amazon.com with the added
bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to PCIA.
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Historical Reflections
Edited by Genna Stead Wangsness (Shiraz, Tehran, 1965-1971)

Among the cultural highlights of volunteers arriving in Iran was their
immersion into the Persian culinary world. Who can forget their first
introduction into the delights of Iranian food, most likely a trip to a chelo
kebab restaurant where bustling servers brought a large platter filled with
a tall mound of fluffy rice covered with (half a pound of!) butter, a raw
egg, and a skewer of meat—just for you? Or the delicious jujeh kebab,
rice with lemony chicken? For those living in or visiting Tehran,
however, just about any type of food was available. Joel Hettger, assigned
there as a librarian, recently shared the many restaurants he and other
volunteers had access to in the capital city. What restaurants can you add to his list, and what did
you eat? Did you fall in love with Iranian dishes, or did spaghetti remain your meal of choice?
Or pizza at one of two Ray’s Pizza Pantry, one on Shahabbas, another on Villa?

Tehran Restaurants Favored by Peace Corps Iran Volunteers
By Joel Hettger (Tehran, 1970-72)

T— I frequented Self Service Gol, Paprika (European style on Villa),

D - | Tally Ho, Wienerwald, German Hotel (one block south of Kushk

. Street and two blocks east of Ferdowsi on an unnamed cul de sac!),
\. Arabzadeh Chelo Kebab, Khattam Jujeh Kebab, Leon’s Grill Room
on Shahreza, Chetnik, and College Inn, which had American
college and university pennants on the wall. The Iran America
Society on Khiaban Television had the Persi restaurant, which was
expensive but excellent. There was also the Hotel Elizabeth on
Elizabeth Boulevard. There was one called Jordans near Khiaban
Television and a Chinese restaurant in Amirabad. I ate once or twice at an Armenian ice cream
store in Tajrish. Tehran University’s Bashka had Turkish coffee for 5 rials. Canary on Takht-e
Jamshid served Pakistani and Indian cuisine.

I never ate at Xanadu, which was too pricey, but my Iranian supervisor took me to Shekoufeh
Noa. An Iranian friend took me to the Shabestan at the Hilton Hotel. It had excellent spaghetti.
And unsurprisingly, across from the American Embassy was the American Restaurant. By the
time I left in June 1972, there was a new Mexican restaurant, also a New Orleans style restaurant
with gas lamps and Edwardian style prints.
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In Memoriam

By Genna Stead Wangsness (Shiraz/Tehran, 1965-1971)

_ Thomas B. Brigham died in Montana on June 25, 2019, from a heart attack while
mountain biking. Born in Seattle, he grew up in southwest Oregon. After receiving a
BS in Engineering from Oregon State in 1969, Tom joined Iran 23 with his fraternity
brother, Gary Irzyk (Tehran 1969-71). Assigned to Tehran, they served together at
Arya Mehr University of Technology. Tom taught Industrial Statistics and Operations
Research from 1969-71; in addition, during his second year, he was flown weekly by Daneshgah
Naft (Oil University) to Abadan where he taught statistics for two days. Returning home, he
obtained an engineering degree from Stanford, working in urban transportation in Connecticut
and Alaska. Among Tom’s passions were skiing, cycling, and railroads. Survivors include his
wife Ginny Fay, daughters, stepchildren, and cousins.

James Harold Jensen died on July 11, 2019 in Willmar, Minnesota, from cancer.
Born on May 31, 1942 in Minnesota, he joined Iran 1 following graduation from
Concordia College in Moorhead, majoring in Physical Education and minoring in
Biology, and playing football and baseball. From 1962-64, Jim served as a P.E.
instructor in Rezaiyeh at the Agriculture Training School along with Jack Huxtable
and Marty Johnson. Post-Peace Corps Jim obtained a B.A. at Dakota Wesleyan University in
Mitchell, South Dakota, and taught school in South Dakota for a year before the Army drafted
him to serve at an Army hospital in Louisiana. After obtaining a teaching degree from Mankato
State University, he taught science and coached basketball and baseball. His wife Rebecca
survives him, along with children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, stepchildren, step-
grandchildren, step-great-grandchildren, and other relatives.

Michael Brian Meehan was born in Ironton, Ohio, on January 14,1950, and died
on June 19, 2019. Michael attended Wilmington College where he studied abroad
i his junior year in Vienna, Austria, at the Institute of European Studies. After
earning his BA degree in English and German in 1972, Michael served as a TEFL
teacher in Iran. Back in Ironton, he proposed to his high school sweetheart, Mary
Unger but before the birth of their daughter, Karen, Michael became ill with Hodgkin’s
lymphoma. Treatment in the 1970s was relatively new and dosage not yet perfected. The effects
of radiation haunted him on and off for the rest of his life. Michael believed in promoting
education and a sense of community. This was apparent in his work in the Peace Corps, his brief
time as a high school teacher, as a member of the board of United Way, and as condo board
president later in life in New York City. He was a quiet leader; able to find a solution to
problems and bring people together.
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In addition to reporting on recent deaths, PCIA maintains a memorial book of the deceased. If
you know of anyone who has died, have memories of anyone who served in Iran or further
information that you would like to share, contact Genna Stead Wangsness at
genna(@peacecorpsiran.org. We welcome comments for publication.

Remembrances

I knew Tom Brigham from Oregon State University where he was a
fraternity brother of my boyfriend. We also served on Faculty Student
Senate there together. When I decided to join Peace Corps I didn't care
where I landed, didn't expect to know anyone. When I later saw the list of
existing volunteers I saw Tom and Gary Irzyk's names and was delighted.
Tom met me at Mehrabad Airport when we flew in.

Although I was located in a village, anytime I visited Tehran I often saw
Tom, maybe at a Russian restaurant or when we all skied together at
Shemshak. We rode a minibus which we nicknamed the Jujeh Enshallah, as it was a precarious
ride. We were always the last skiers down at day's end.

Later when I contracted the mumps there, Tom was the only friend who did not visit me,
preferring to offer magazines that "you don't need to give back." I never let him live this down.

I was so fortunate to know Tom and his family, and cherished visits when his transportation
job brought him to southern California. I have since moved to Paso Robles and am so
heartbroken that Tom will not be around for the trip he was planning to see my new home this
fall.

A high quality individual, my closest male friend, a huge loss. Rest well.

Janet Richardson (Mamazan, 1970-72)

Tom was a Coos Bay native whom I related to with shared affinity for wilderness and the big
city and urban problems to solve. He was with transportation while I was onto better buildings.
Tehran, Boston, Bridgeport, then Dizin, the Alborz, Alaska, winter camping on Denali, day trips
to northern Vermont, sailing fast upwind to get back to safety in Marblehead before the
thunderstorm hit us, family and a horse ranch in Montana. I will be thinking of him this summer
in the wilds and coast of Newfoundland, looking at giant pieces of Greenland floating by and

other places he left his spirit.
Tom Huf (Babolsar/Mashhad/Tehran, 1967-71)
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A Family’s Tribute to Sason Bourbour (December 25, 1944 - January 27, 2020)

Sason was our beloved father, husband, brother, uncle, great-uncle,
cousin, and friend. His colloquial southern drawl with a “mosey” and
“down yonder” put a smile on our faces. The library and vocational
school he built in Hamadan inspired us to live generously. His physics
and engineering riddles challenged us to stay curious. The apartments he
built in Tehran and Hamadan left us in awe. A master of the “lightening
attack” in chess and “mars” in backgammon, he beat us every time. He
indulged us in a broad range of conversation topics from satellite

technology to property management to solar power to figuring out the latest
issue with his cell phone. Always, like an engineer, he asked and listened, so he could learn the
solution. He was a patient teacher and quick with heartening compliments. With good nature, he
could always be convinced to do things even if he wasn’t up for it. Like trying out new, foreign
foods, blowing up his biceps to wrestle with Sina on the grass, riding bikes with Ian and
Charlotte in Santa Barbara, or jogging with Sarvy, risking sore legs for days afterward, even
though he would have preferred reading the paper and enjoying his tea at home.

Sason lived a full life with people he loved and who deeply loved him. Most dear to Sason
were his two children, Ala and Sina, whose mere mention of names made him light up with
pride.

Sason Azizemoon, we will cherish our memories of you and with deep sorrow we accept that
we cannot make new ones. You will always stay in our hearts. We will miss you every day and
we will carry your legacy to live a life with a silver lining.

Ardeshaehr daffodils. Courtesy of Iranian News Agency
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HELP WANTED:

Proof readers: Find adventure, excitement, romance, spiritual renewal, intellectual challenge,
thrill and inspiration (maybe not quite all of them) in the joyous pursuit of cranky commas,
barbaric spaces, fiendish grammar glitches, vicious vocabulary, and outlandish spelling. Contact
joan@peacecorpsiran.org. Compensation is limited.

Book Reviewers: Almost as much fun as proof reading but the compensation is better. You get
to lavishly praise or really come down hard on the last book you read about Iran and Iranians.
Contact Rea Keech at rea@peacecorpsiran.org

PEACE CORPS IRAN ASSOCIATION ON THE WEB

Website: Our official website featuring news and archives is at www.peacecorpsiran.org.

Facebook: You can join at https://www.facebook.com/groups/PeaceCorpslranAssociation/.

From the Field, edited by Jackie Spurlock, is the PCIA Board’s monthly e-newsletter for
sharing information and organizational updates. You can subscribe at http://eepurl.com/71d95.

Advocacy Bulletin, edited by Paul Barker, is a monthly update on advocacy issues of interest to
PCIA members. To subscribe go to http://eepurl.com/cSaAAS. Both From the Field and the
Advocacy Bulletin are distributed using MailChimp.

Advocacy Alerts is focused on late breaking issues in need of immediate response. If you would
like to be on the PCIA Advocacy Alerts email distribution list, please send your name, email
address, state, zip code, and phone number to Alerts@PeaceCorpslran.org




