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The Cyrus Cylinder استوانه کوروش or Cyrus Charter    منشور
 was discovered under the foundation of a  کوروش
Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest 
time capsule on record.  It commemorates Cyrus' victory 
over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out the rights of 
subjects in his expanding empire.  It is often 
commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in 
the world. 
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Note from the Editor 

Finding Hope in a New Century 
By Paul Barker 

 
This Now Ruz we celebrate the beginning not only of a new year but a new century on the 
Persian solar calendar.  May the new century bring a profoundly better future to the 300 
million people around the world who find in the return of spring the embodiment of hope for 
a new and brighter future. 

https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/nowruz-2021-explainer-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/nowruz-2021-explainer-trnd/index.html


As the calendar turns a new page, the clock is relentlessly putting us closer to deadlines for 
making significant progress in American relations with both Afghanistan and Iran.    In 
Afghanistan 1 May 2021 is the date negotiated between the Trump administration and the 
Taliban for all US troops to be out of Afghanistan.   

The likely failure to meet the Afghan deadline is predicted to spur heightened conflict 
between the Taliban and remaining US and NATO troops.  If there is to be a road to a more 
peaceful Afghanistan it will be found through serious diplomacy which respects the interests 
and influences of all of Afghanistan’s neighbors, including Iran and Pakistan.  It is 
encouraging that Pakistan was included in the recent Troika talks on Afghanistan which 
were hosted by Russia and China, and that the Secretary Blinken has proposed the 
inclusion of Iran in future regional meetings to discuss Afghanistan. 

In Iran, 18 June 2021 is the date for Presidential elections and as it currently stands a 
hardline candidate is widely believed to be the likely winner.   As we get closer to this 
election diplomats and politicians in the US and Iran are finding it difficult to find the space 
and courage needed for successful diplomacy.  The seemingly simple task of getting both 
countries back to the level of JCPOA compliance that existed before President Trump 
initiated his ‘maximum pressure’ campaign is muddied by the interests in both Washington 
and Tehran of parties invested in the failure of diplomacy between the US and Iran.   

For the problems with both Afghanistan and Iran hope can be found in the fact that time has 
not yet run out and that leaders on multiple sides understand the cost of failure. 

PCIA is partnering with NIAC, FCNL and other pro-peace organizations on a week of 
advocacy action planned for the final week of March.  You are urged to join in. 

Dealing with Iran 
By Stephen Gottlieb, 1965-67 

The only thing wrong with democracy in America is that some people don’t agree with 
me! Seriously, I have my blind spots too.  But it’s also true that the public finds it difficult 
to hold different things in mind at once. That’s one of the hardest things about playing 
the piano – one has to control two hands doing different things at the same time. 
Coordination is hard and hard for the brain, although over time we learn to do it for the 
things that we have to do every day. When it gets to law or foreign affairs, coordination 
is a constant issue, enough to give one a headache. But good law and good policy 
depend on it. 

Lots of Americans have a very poor opinion of Iran. But which one? I know lots of 
Persians who are truly lovely. Whether you realize it or not, you’ve started to hear many 
Persian-Americans as newscasters or actors in Hollywood and elsewhere. I must say 
that a compliment from Persians is a thing of beauty. I’m sure I would have had a much 
happier wife if I had been able to learn their skill at compliments. Their friendship is 
strong and permanent. 

So perhaps what people mean is their attitude toward the Persian government – but 
even that isn’t simple. Should they hate America because they despise Trump? Or love 
America because of their hard-earned respect for Obama – no pushover for them but he 
understood the lines they could not cross and sought to build trust that could strengthen 

https://constitutionalismanddemocracy.wordpress.com/2021/03/15/foreign-affairs-dealing-with-iran/


over time, were it not for the recently defeated White House occupant. America isn’t any 
simpler for them than Iran is for us. 

People, most people, react with great hostility to threats. We do. They do. Threats make 
us harden our position and try to force adversaries to back down. In that respect they 
are just like us. 

For seven decades America tried to build foreign policy based on law – law that we as 
well as others would have to abide. As the delegates to the Constitutional Convention 
repeatedly commented, when one breaks a contract, the other is freed from obligations 
under it. Trump kept screaming that Iran was in breach. But they adhered to the 
contract long after we had pulled out, until they finally grew exasperated with us. And 
once we pulled out, they no longer had any obligations to us. So who was in violation of 
legal obligations and what does that mean, not only for Iran, but for the rest of the 
world? 

Many people have been trying to get across to us that the rest of the world no longer 
trusts us. Sure, one can point to things that didn’t go our way over those seventy years, 
but if you take a closer look, we were calling the shots, and got lots of things we couldn’t 
have gotten otherwise, as long as we were trustworthy. 

Biden apparently believes that his first foreign policy job is to pander to the people of 
America even though they’ve got it terribly wrong. Only if he can regain for America the 
trust others once had in us, can we move forward on the big issues that will take 
international cooperation. It won’t be by shouting. It won’t be by threatening. It won’t be 
by pulling out of our obligations and trying to blame the other guy. Honoring our 
commitment to Iran in the nuclear deal that we and several other nations made with Iran 
is no shame. It’s an important step in a constructive foreign policy. 
— This commentary was scheduled for broadcast on the WAMC Northeast Report, on 
March 16, 2021. 
 
Carolyn Yale comment:  I am at a point of frustration with exchanges on the Hill about 
how much to load Iran for its ‘behavior’ in the region and whether or not to return to 
2015 agreements. It is time to dispense with the mindset that isolates Iran as the 
subject of negotiations. Whether the issue is nuclear weapons or ballistic missiles, it 
should be understood in a regional context and should not be regarded as solely a 
problem with Iran. Anyone who wants ‘more’ from Iran must look to corresponding 
commitments to reduce threats on the part of other countries in the region.  
 

Week of Advocacy to Save the JCPOA 
 
Grassroots organizations from across the country are joining together to present the 
most recent developments surrounding the JCPOA and what they may mean for the 
future of Iran and the rest of the Middle East. For those who care about preventing a 
future war as well as addressing the humanitarian role the U.S. has in Iran, Yemen, and 
elsewhere, this is the event to join.  
 
Register here: https://secure.everyaction.com/aFVE5ygCQEOMyNrNBjpx_Q2 

https://secure.everyaction.com/aFVE5ygCQEOMyNrNBjpx_Q2


 
The Iran Nuclear Deal or No Deal 
Wednesday, March 31, 2:30pm ET/11:30am PT 
 

 
 
Trita Parsi tweets re Biden actions undermining diplomacy 2021/2/28 
1. Disturbing news that Iran has rejected the EU invitation for talks with the US re the JCPOA. 
This is a very negative and worrying development. It complicates matters further and risks 
jeopardizing the deal. But it is NOT surprising. Here’s why: 
2. As I wrote yesterday in the Guardian, the idea that Iran would talk directly with the US while 
the US continued implementing JCPOA-busting sanctions was tried by Trump for 3 years and 
didn’t work then, and it likely won’t work now.  Biden said 'Diplomacy is back!' Then he 
started dropping bombs 
3. Don’t take my word for it. This is what Wendy Sherman - Trump’s Dep Secr. of State - said 
about it in 2019: I “would be shocked if Iran agreed to a meeting without some sanctions relief.” 
Sherman was right then and she is right now. 
4. Iran’s calculation is likely as follows. If it agrees to talks while Biden effectively continues 
Trump’s sanctions policy, and the talks fail, Iran will be blamed - even though the US has done 
nothing to rectify what caused this crisis in the first place: Trump’s JPCOA exit. 
5. So without changing a thing (remember, Trump wanted to talk to Iran as well), the US will 
have succeeded in shifting the blame to Iran. All the US needed to do was to elect a new 
president -with no real change in policy at all (except a stated intent to return to the JCPOA) 
6. Of course, that change in stated intent is not inconsequential. But in a relationship mired in 
mistrust, stated intent means little if actions do not match that intent. This is where the last 
month of childish trust-eroding fights over who goes first comes in. 

https://twitter.com/tparsi/status/1366085935834812417
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/feb/26/biden-iran-deal-diplomacy-syria?mc_cid=5f025e6232&mc_eid=88ab0ba9b6
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/feb/26/biden-iran-deal-diplomacy-syria?mc_cid=5f025e6232&mc_eid=88ab0ba9b6


7. US public insistence that Iran goes first, the EU push to punish Iran at IAEA even though the 
US is still outside of the deal and has received no censure, saying that Saudi’s MBS will not be 
sanctioned because the US needs KSA to counter Iran… 
8… all erode confidence in Tehran that Biden is serious and makes the move of joining the talks 
without any sanctions relief that puts evidence behind the stated intent of returning to the 
JCPOA all the more risky. 
9. Biden even refuses to allow Iran access to its own money in South Korea, even though that 
has created major problems for Seoul and was the result of an inhumane policy Biden has 
lambasted - you just don’t do this during a pandemic. 
10. The Biden team of course knows this quite well. So, what explains their conduct? This is 
Biden’s own decision, driven by a refusal to be “pressured by Iran” to give something before 
talks can begin and the fear that he’ll lose hawkish Dems whose votes he needs for Covid-relief. 
11. The attacks in Iraq by groups aligned with Iran further hardened Biden’s attitude. Both the 
instinct not to be pressured and the fear of being attacked by hawkish Democrats if he was 
perceived as backing down. 
12. This is precisely why from the outset the Biden team should have done their utmost not to 
walk down the path of engaging in public fights of who goes first etc. This is the inevitable 
outcome: Everything becomes costlier politically. Even before real talks have begun. 
13. So is there a way out of this deadlock. If the political will exists on both sides, they can 
overcome this. But political will gets eroded if there’s a constant fear of “looking weak.” 
14. Obama was constantly attacked for his Iran policy. He was falsely accused of bending over 
backwards for the Iranians. In the end, he didn’t care. Focused on the prize - the unquestionable 
national security imperative of preventing an Iranian bomb and avoiding war. 
15. He prioritized what would make diplomacy work, rather than on what would score political 
points with Republicans, Saudis, or Israelis. And guess what - he secured a great deal. No one 
else has done that with Iran on the US side. 
16. What POTENTIALLY could break the deadlock now is if the US pulls back the EU from 
going forward with the IAEA censure AND releases the South Korean funds, while Iran joins the 
talks AND reverses one of its recent escalatory moves. 
17. Admittedly an imperfect solution, but there is no perfect solution to this imperfect situation. 
Both sides will have to swallow some pride and pay a political cost. And the longer they wait, the 
higher that cost will be. 

 
JCPOA Diplomacy 

What It Will Take to Break the U.S.-Iran Impasse: A Q&A With Iranian Foreign 
Minister Javad Zarif, Negar Mortazavi, 2021/3/17 

Rob Malley VOA Interview Message to Iranians for Now Ruz, 2021/3/18 
Ryan Costello Comment: Very clear statements from Rob Malley outlining US position: - 
Max pressure is a failure - Want to revive the deal - A synchronized approach is necessary - 
Preference for direct talks, but flexible - Admin knows what has to be done to lift sanctions. 

President Biden Must Follow the Advice of Candidate Biden on Iran, Assal 
Rad and Negar Mortazavi March 10, 2021 
Despite criticizing the maximum pressure campaign, the new administration is 
continuing Trump’s policies—and sending the wrong message to Tehran. 

How to Get America and Iran Back to the Negotiating Table, Perry Cammack, 
2021/3/10 
The biggest obstacles are neither diplomatic nor technical. They are political. 

http://politico.com/news/magazine/2021/03/17/iran-nuclear-deal-javad-zarif-qa-476588
https://twitter.com/RyeCostello/status/1372581759582363648?s=20
http://foreignpolicy.com/2021/03/10/president-biden-must-follow-the-advice-of-candidate-biden-on-iran
https://prospect.org/world/america-and-iran-back-to-the-negotiating-table-nuclear-deal/


Force of habit: Why the US risks being sucked into a military showdown with 
Iran, Julien Barnes-Dacey and Ellie Geranmayeh, 2021/3/10 
The US needs to swiftly re-energize diplomacy with Iran rather than be sucked into new 
tit-for-tat military strikes.  

Progressives Are Losing Patience with Biden’s Iran Policy, David Klion, 2021/3/9 

Iran pre-elections politics seen blocking movement on deal return - Diplomatic, 
by Laura Rozen, 2021/3/18 

Trita Parsi on NPR re US Impasse with Iran on JCPOA Return, 2021/3/2 

Iran’s top nuclear scientist discusses the potential for a nuclear deal with the U.S. 
PBS Newshour, 2021/3/9 
 
Impasse Over Iran Nuclear Talks Sets Off International Scramble to Save Accord, 
Lara Jakes, 2021/3/10 
The Biden administration is caught between critics in Congress and allies in Europe 
over returning to an accord to limit Iran’s nuclear ambitions without bending to Tehran’s 
demands for financial relief. 

Iran deal with U.N. nuclear inspectors buys time for diplomacy as Biden pursues 
negotiations, Kareem Fahim, The Washington Post - February 22 

Re Jake Sullivan Interview, Daryl Kimball, 2021/2/20 
Jake blew an opportunity on Face the Nation to get things on track and his framing - 
that it is Iran that is country that is now isolated - is not “building back better” it’s 
unproductive blame-gaming. 
It’s not about who's court the ball is in. What @jakesullivan @JoeBiden need to say is: 
US will remove the sanx reimposed by Trump in violation of US commitments under the 
JCPOA when IAEA verifies Iran is reversing its breaches of key JCPOA limits.  
 
Israel is expanding Dimona, Javad Zarif. The region's only nuclear bomb 
factory.@POTUS@iaeaorg@BorisJohnson @EmmanuelMacron#AngelaMerkel Gravely 
concerned? Concerned? A little? Care to comment? I thought so.   

Why some Israeli generals want to see the U.S. return to the nuclear deal with 
Iran, Yair Golan, 2021/3/3 

Problems with public diplomacy, Trita Parsi tweets 
 
Bad Faith Arguments Against JCPOA 

US senators from both parties lambast Iran at MEK-linked event, Ali Harb, 
2021/3/17 

Amid Biden administration efforts to revive nuclear deal, Republican and Democratic 
lawmakers express hawkish views against Tehran. 

Cotton Leads GOP Warning to Biden Against Iran Sanctions Relief, Nick Wadhams, 
WSJ, 2021/2/24 

Cotton Senate Resolution; House Resolution 

https://ecfr.eu/article/force-of-habit-why-the-us-risks-being-sucked-into-a-military-showdown-with-iran/
https://ecfr.eu/article/force-of-habit-why-the-us-risks-being-sucked-into-a-military-showdown-with-iran/
https://twitter.com/EllieGeranmayeh
https://twitter.com/EllieGeranmayeh
https://jewishcurrents.org/progressives-are-losing-patience-with-bidens-iran-policy/?campaign_id=30&emc=edit_int_20210319&instance_id=28239&nl=the-interpreter&regi_id=49054690&segment_id=53770&te=1&user_id=962c1039765f6558b05bd0943adcc450
https://diplomatic.substack.com/p/iran-election-eve-politics-stalling
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/02/972742635/iran-rejects-u-s-offer-to-hold-direct-nuclear-talks
https://rethinkmedia.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=307726d92ec941f6b4f544310&id=048d2e8311&e=f4ba357ac4
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/11/us/politics/united-states-iran-nuclear-talks.html?smid=em-share
https://rethinkmedia.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=307726d92ec941f6b4f544310&id=f0046bb8f8&e=f4ba357ac4
https://rethinkmedia.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=307726d92ec941f6b4f544310&id=f0046bb8f8&e=f4ba357ac4
https://twitter.com/DarylGKimball/status/1363548184409214976
http://pic.twitter.com/qwvlKONEqi
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/03/03/why-some-israeli-generals-want-see-new-us-nuclear-deal-with-iran/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/03/03/why-some-israeli-generals-want-see-new-us-nuclear-deal-with-iran/
https://twitter.com/tparsi/status/1363583923473829888
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-24/cotton-leads-gop-warning-to-biden-against-iran-sanctions-relief?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=business&cmpid=socialflow-twitter-business&utm_campaign=socialflow-organic
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-senators-both-parties-lambast-iran-mek-linked-event
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-24/cotton-leads-gop-warning-to-biden-against-iran-sanctions-relief?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=business&cmpid=socialflow-twitter-business&utm_campaign=socialflow-organic
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-24/cotton-leads-gop-warning-to-biden-against-iran-sanctions-relief?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=business&cmpid=socialflow-twitter-business&utm_campaign=socialflow-organic
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-24/cotton-leads-gop-warning-to-biden-against-iran-sanctions-relief?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=business&cmpid=socialflow-twitter-business&utm_campaign=socialflow-organic
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-24/cotton-leads-gop-warning-to-biden-against-iran-sanctions-relief?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=business&cmpid=socialflow-twitter-business&utm_campaign=socialflow-organic
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-resolution/72/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22iran%22%5D%7D&r=3&s=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/157?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22iran%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=1


John Kerry 'colluded' with Iran to undermine Trump, Evie Fordham, Fox News, 2021/2/22 
Report from 2018 said Kerry engaged in 'shadow diplomacy' to save Iran deal 

Biden Risks Playing into the Hands of Iranian Hardliners, Sina Toossi, 2021/2/25 
Biden is well positioned to create a multilateral front on the Iran nuclear issue. Trump’s Iran 
policy was not “America first” but America alone, with the United States becoming 
unprecedentedly isolated at the UN and other international bodies on Iran. If Biden heads into 
talks with Iran on a JCPOA return having proven American goodwill, he will put Iranian 
hardliners on the back foot. If Iran then continues the parliamentary bill’s expansions, it will be 
Iran, and not the United States, that will be viewed as the intransigent party internationally, even 
by close Iranian partners Russia and China. 

McConnell to Biden Administration on Iran: Don’t Surrender Leverage for 
Nothing, 2021/3/2 

Iran Probably Already Has the Bomb. Here’s What to Do about It, James Woolsey, 
William Graham, Henry Cooper, Fritz Ermarth and Peter Vincent Pry, 2021/3/19 
Jim Lobe Comment: Woolsey’s Militarist Monitor profile is helpful on this. James 
Woolsey (militarist-monitor.org) Worth remembering that Woolsey was calling for the 
U.S. to remove Saddam on 9/12/01 within 24 hours of 9/11. 
 
Sanctions Relief 
 
U.S.-Iran Talks Will Falter Unless Abdolnaser Hemmati Is at the Table, Esfandyar 
Batmanghelidj, 2021/2/25 
Unwinding sanctions will be central to reviving the nuclear deal. If the Biden 
administration wants a lasting solution, it must involve Iran’s central bank governor. 
 
Regional Issues 

Joint Statement on Extended “Troika” on Peaceful Settlement in Afghanistan, US 
State Department, 2021/3/18 

U.S. proposes interim power-sharing government with Taliban in Afghanistan, 
Karen DeYoung, 2021/3/7 

Rejoining the Iran Nuclear Deal Is Not Enough, Peter Beinart, 2021/3/1 

How Biden is already being drawn into unwinnable Tit for Tat with Iraqi Militias, 
Reese Erlich, 2021/3/6 

Why the US needs to get out of Syria: Biden orders Bombing that kills 17 in Proxy 
dance with Iran, Juan Cole, 2021/2/26 

The Real Regional Problem With the Iran Deal, Trita Parsi, Foreign Affairs, 
2021/2/23, Some Players Prefer for Washington and Tehran to Remain at Odds 

The Iran nuclear deal: A springboard for a new Middle East security architecture, 
Nabil Fahmi, Former Egyptian FM, 2021/2/24 

With the boycott over, Qatar tries to reclaim top regional mediator role, Ali 
Fathollah-Nejad and Cinzia Bianco, Atlantic Council, 2021/2/24 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/john-kerry-iran-trump-biden-washington-times?utm_source=AM%20Nukes%20Roundup&utm_campaign=37afa58e25-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_07_25_12_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_547ee518ec-37afa58e25-391876849
https://www.justsecurity.org/74953/biden-risks-playing-into-the-hands-of-iranian-hardliners/
https://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2021/3/mcconnell-to-biden-administration-on-iran-don-t-surrender-leverage-for-nothing
https://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2021/3/mcconnell-to-biden-administration-on-iran-don-t-surrender-leverage-for-nothing
https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/03/iran-probably-already-has-the-bomb-heres-what-to-do-about-it/
https://militarist-monitor.org/profile/james-woolsey/
https://militarist-monitor.org/profile/james-woolsey/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/02/25/u-s-iran-talks-will-falter-unless-abdolnaser-hemmati-is-at-the-table/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-extended-troika-on-peaceful-settlement-in-afghanistan/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/us-afghan-letter-peace-talks/2021/03/07/c30ef2c2-7f75-11eb-9ca6-54e187ee4939_story.html
https://jewishcurrents.org/rejoining-the-iran-nuclear-deal-is-not-enough/?mc_cid=42c64f61c8&mc_eid=88d1eba716
https://www.juancole.com/2021/03/already-unwinnable-militias.html
https://www.juancole.com/2021/02/needs-orders-bombing.html
https://www.juancole.com/2021/02/needs-orders-bombing.html
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/middle-east/2021-02-23/real-regional-problem-iran-deal?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=fatoday&utm_campaign=Democracy%20on%20the%20Defense&utm_content=20210223&utm_term=FA%20Today%20-%20112017
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary/the-iran-nuclear-deal-a-springboard-for-a-new-middle-east-security-architecture/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/with-the-boycott-over-qatar-tries-to-reclaim-top-regional-mediator-role/


Former Israeli security officials call on Netanyahu to dialogue with US on Iran 
deal, Ben Caspit, Al-Monitor, 2021/2/23 

Egypt’s ex-vice president urges talks with Iran, Turkey, Dina Chalhoub, 2021/2/22 
El Baradei says urgent move needed to create unified strategy against Israel’s violation 
of Palestinian rights,  

Reps. Defazio, Khanna, Dingell Urge Transparency from Biden Administration 
Regarding Involvement in Yemen War As U.S. Ends Support for ‘Offensive’ 
Engagement, 2021/2/25 

U.S. and Israel to convene strategic forum on Iran, Barak Ravid,2021/2/24 

 
Policy Options 

Restraint in US Foreign Policy, John Glaser, The Iran Podcast, 2021/2/26 

Biden administration shouldn’t stop with Yemen, Al-Monitor, 2021/2/26 
The United States can also play a key role in diplomacy to end wars in Syria and Libya. 

The road to Joe Biden's foreign policy runs through Bob Menendez, Andrew 
Desiderio, Nahal Toosi, 2021/3/2 

It’s time to rethink US terrorism designations, Barbara Slavin, 2021/3/4 

Time To Bring The Troops Home, Doug Bandow, 2021/3/4 
The Biden administration begins a military “posture review.” A quick look around the 
world shows how badly our posture needs revision. 
 

Base Closure Website 
 
Iranian Economy 
 
Iran slips record volume of oil into China, reaches out to Asian clients for trade 
resumption, Nidhi Verma, Shu Zhang, 2021/3/8 
 
CBI: Iran Emerges from Recession, Financial Times. 2021/3/13 
 
IAEA and Regional Weapons Issues 
 
Tweets re IAEA – Iran Understandings, Kelsey Davenport, 2021/2/21 

JCPOA/Iran featuring Iran experts and Hans Blix, ELN Call on 2021/2/22 

Secretive Israeli nuclear facility undergoes major project, 2021/2/25 
“If you’re Israel and you are going to have to undertake a major construction project at Dimona 
that will draw attention, that’s probably the time that you would scream the most about the 
Iranians,” said Jeffrey Lewis, a professor also teaching nonproliferation issues at Middlebury. 
 
Trump and Biden’s Secret Bombing Wars, Medea Benjamin - Nicolas J. S. Davies, 

2021/3/5 
 

https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2021/02/israel-us-iran-joe-biden-antony-blinken-benjamin-netanyahu.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2021/02/israel-us-iran-joe-biden-antony-blinken-benjamin-netanyahu.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/egypts-ex-vice-president-urges-talks-with-turkey-iran/2153045
https://defazio.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/reps-defazio-khanna-dingell-urge-transparency-from-biden-administration
https://defazio.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/reps-defazio-khanna-dingell-urge-transparency-from-biden-administration
https://defazio.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/reps-defazio-khanna-dingell-urge-transparency-from-biden-administration
https://www.axios.com/us-israel-iran-working-group-nuclear-deal-42340aa4-dc47-4182-8de1-63318e817830.html?utm_source=AM+Nukes+Roundup&utm_campaign=22a9995d35-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_07_25_12_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_547ee518ec-22a9995d35-391876849
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allies since 2001 

 
 
Polling 
 
Iranian Public Opinion in the Biden Era, Atlantic Council Panel, 2021/2/24 
Iran Public Opinion Poll in the Biden Era, University of Maryland  
IranPoll in conjunction with the University of Maryland CISSM covering a wide range of issues, 
including the impact of the pandemic, Iran’s regional involvements, attitudes toward the JCPOA 
and its future, and current political and economic state of affairs in Iran. 

As the Biden administration formulates its Iran policy, this timely poll shows that the Iranian 
public has responded positively to Joe Biden’s arrival as U.S. president. Majorities are willing to 
resume full compliance with the JCPOA, but only after, or at the same time as the United States 
returns to and fulfills its obligations under the nuclear deal that Trump abrogated in 2018. After 
majority disapproval in recent years, a majority (51%) of Iranians again approves of the JCPOA. 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/iranian-public-opinion-in-the-biden-era/
http://www.iranpoll.com/publications/biden


Economic situation is dire; vast majority of Iranians (73%) continue saying that Iran’s economy 
is bad and that it is getting worse (68%). Pain caused by the pandemic has grown over the last 
four months, 49% know someone who has died (up 12 points); 25% have a household member 
who has lost employment due to pandemic (up 6 points). 64% say foreign-made medicines and 
supplies are less available compared to a year ago. 

With Iran’s presidential elections fast approaching in June 2021, most Iranians say they want 
Iran’s next president to be someone who currently critiques President Rouhani and his policies. 
60% want a leader who will stand up for Iran’s rights and refuse to compromise, while 35% want 
one who will focus on negotiating and finding common ground with other countries. This can 
change if Rouhani can show in these remaining months that the nuclear agreement he 
negotiated with the world powers does have the potential of improving the lives of Iranians. 

The study is based on two scientific telephone surveys of about 1000 Iranians per each wave 
conducted on Sept. 1 – October 2, 2020 and on Jan. 26 – Feb. 6, 2021. The margin of error for 
both surveys was +/- 3.1%. Surveys were conducted using IranPoll’s standard nationally 
representative probabilistic sampling as detailed here: www.IranPoll.com/method  

Attached please find the results of the survey in greater detail. The results will be made public at 
an event hosted by the Atlantic Council on February 24, 2021. Please note that the results of 
the survey are embargoed until they become public at 1:30pm, February 24, 2021. We therefore 
expect you and our other contacts not to report on the survey results until that time. 

Also, a permanent link for the survey has been created so you can cite the survey 
conveniently in your work. We will be posting the full report along with frequency tables and 
charts in the link below when they become public: www.IranPoll.com/publications/biden 

  
Iran Related Legislation 
 
Iran Diplomacy Act of 2021, Senator Markey  
Specifically, the Iran Diplomacy Act states that: 

• Full implementation of the JCPOA would represent a meaningful step to both preventing an 
Iranian nuclear weapon and a costly future armed conflict 

• The United States and Iran should promptly return to full-compliance with all of their 
commitments under the JCPOA 

• After such time that all sides return to their commitments under the JCPOA, the United States 
should lead international efforts to— 

o strengthen the restrictions on Iran’s ballistic missile program and counter the proliferation of 
such technology; 

o address the sunset of select provisions of the JCPOA and other elements of the agreement that 
merit strengthening; and 

o advance any other diplomatic measures that promote United States, regional, and international 
security. 

• The United States should reaffirm its commitment to United Nations Security Resolution 2231 
(2015) 

• President Biden’s National Security Memorandum -1, and other steps, will help create an 
environment in which financial institutions and entities can make practical use of existing 
exemptions and mechanisms “allowing for the sale of agricultural commodities, food, medicine, 
and medical devices to Iran,” and help Iran battle the COVID–19 pandemic. 

 

http://www.iranpoll.com/method
http://www.iranpoll.com/publications/biden
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/(2.23.2021)%20DAV212601.pdf


Biden backs new war powers vote in Congress, Bryan Bender and  Andrew 
Disiderio, 2021/3/5 
Facing a bipartisan push to sunset decades-old authorizations, the president will pursue "a 
narrow and specific framework" to rein in open-ended conflicts. 

 
Letters to Biden 
Catholic letter to Biden on rejoining the JCPOA, 2021,2,25 

32 Organizations Including PCIA to Biden: Fulfil Your Campaign Promise, Rejoin 
the Iran Deal, 2021/3/3 

 
Human Rights 
 
Jason Rezaian: Iran has taken another American hostage. His ordeal strikes close 
to home. 2021/2/22 

Internet Shutdowns Curb Protests and Conceal Human Rights Violations in Sistan and 

Baluchistan, Miaan Group, 2021/2/26 

Biden’s Double Standards: Iranian Civilians under severe US Sanctions but not 
accused Saudi Murderer Bin Salman, Juan Cole, 2021/2/27 

Baha'i in Iran — repressed and persecuted by the state, Mathias von Hein, 
2021/3/8 

U.S. State Dept blacklists two Iranian officials over human rights violations, 
Reuters -, 2021/3/9 

Iran Offers Prisoner Exchange As U.S. Warns Nuclear Deal Patience May Run Out, 
David Brennan, 2021/3/9 

 

Media 
 
Christiane Amanpour interview with Javad Zarif: Iran is ready for a new 
relationship with the US, but the clock is ticking, 2021/2/2 
 
History/Background 
 
The Iran Primer, USIP, Part 1: Biden’s Opening Bid on Iran Diplomacy, 2021/2/23 
Part 2: Iran Responds to US Opening, 2021/2/24 
Part 3: Europe, Russia, China on S Moves, 2021/2/23 
Part 4: Restoring Limits on Iran's Nuclear Program, 2021/2/23 
IAEA Compromise on Nuclear Inspections, 2021/2/23 
 
Permanent Revolution in Iran, Maryam Alaniz and Nathaniel Flakin, 2021/2/7 
 
Iran Faces Old Challenges in New Century, Atlantic Council panel, 2021/3/9 
 

https://www.politico.com/news/2021/03/05/biden-war-powers-congress-473843
https://maryknollogc.org/statements/catholic-letter-president-biden-rejoining-iran-nuclear-deal-jcpoa
https://winwithoutwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Urgent-Need-for-JCPOA-Reentry-.pdf
https://winwithoutwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Urgent-Need-for-JCPOA-Reentry-.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/02/22/jason-rezaian-emad-shargi-hostage-iran/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/02/22/jason-rezaian-emad-shargi-hostage-iran/
https://miaan.org/publication/iran-internet-shutdowns-curb-protests-and-conceal-human-rights-violations-in-sistan-and-baluchistan/
https://miaan.org/publication/iran-internet-shutdowns-curb-protests-and-conceal-human-rights-violations-in-sistan-and-baluchistan/
https://www.juancole.com/2021/02/standards-civilians-sanctions.html
https://www.juancole.com/2021/02/standards-civilians-sanctions.html
https://www.dw.com/en/bahai-in-iran-repressed-and-persecuted-by-the-state/a-56803811
https://rethinkmedia.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=307726d92ec941f6b4f544310&id=8afdea07b2&e=f4ba357ac4
https://www.newsweek.com/iran-offers-prisoner-exchange-us-warns-nuclear-deal-patience-run-out-1574732?utm_source=AM+Nukes+Roundup&utm_campaign=03b1155661-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_07_25_12_19_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_547ee518ec-03b1155661-391876849
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/01/world/iran-javad-zarif-amanpour-interview-nuclear-deal-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/01/world/iran-javad-zarif-amanpour-interview-nuclear-deal-intl/index.html
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2021/feb/19/part-1-biden%E2%80%99s-opening-bid-iran-diplomacy
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2021/feb/19/part-1-biden%E2%80%99s-opening-bid-iran-diplomacy
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2021/feb/22/part-3-europe-russia-and-china-us-moves
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2021/feb/23/part-4-restoring-limits-irans-nuclear-program
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2021/feb/22/iaea-compromise-inspections
https://www.leftvoice.org/author/maryam-alaniz
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/event/iran-faces-old-challenges-in-a-new-century/


 
ADVOCACY MISSION STATEMENT 
Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and Iranians through 
education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in Iran. 
ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT 
Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, and cultural 
diplomacy. 
PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding Principles for our advocacy efforts 
toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, and their peoples. 
1.   Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship, inclusiveness and world 
peace.  As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.  
2.    Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and their citizens.  
3.    Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties reinforces international 
cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict.  . 
4.    Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues. 
5.    Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts.  Peace is built and sustained through voluntary agreement and consent. 
 

 
GROUND RULES: 
1.    The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this subject.  It is a way to share 
ideas, information, and opportunities for action.  The Bulletin is archived on the website. 
2.    PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication.   The editor decides which articles are selected for publication. 
Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s Mission, Values, and Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the  
current state of Iran advocacy issues, may be posted in PCIA’s Facebook group.  
3.  Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question answered, "I consent/do 
not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin distribution and PCIA archives."  If consent is given, 
statements issued to the public will be identified as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board. 
4.   Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help readers understand issues.  
5.    The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based.  Whenever possible citations and 
links to web-based articles should be included in the articles. 
6.   Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board positions.  However, members of the 
Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be 

posted in the Advocacy Bulletin will be identified as such.   
 
The opinions of the in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the board of PCIA.  Contributions 
to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to the editor at Advocate@peacecorpsiran.org. 

 
Donations to PCIA Welcome 
In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps Iran Association, please consider making a 
donation.  

 

mailto:Advocate@peacecorpsiran.org
https://peace-corps-iran-association-npca.silkstart.com/campaigns
https://peace-corps-iran-association-npca.silkstart.com/campaigns
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