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The Cyrus Cylinder Jis, S 43l siu) or Cyrus Charter JisoS Hsiis was discovered under the
foundation of a Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest time capsule on record. It
commemorates Cyrus' victory over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out the rights of subjects in his
expanding empire. It is often commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in the world.
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Do not get lost in a sea of despair. Do not become bitter
or hostile. Be hopeful, be optimistic. Never, ever be afraid
to make some noise and get in good trouble, necessary

trouble. We will find a way to make a way out of no way.
#goodtrouble

11:44 AM - Jul 16, 2019 - Twitter Web Client

In these troubled times the US has lost a visionary.
We need to keep the vision alive.

Note from the Editor

Dangerous Trends Continue for US Policy Towards
Iran

by Paul Barker (Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran 1971-76)

Have the Trump and Netanyahu administrations already launched an undeclared war
against Iran? Paul Pillar makes the argument that they are behind a now long string
of disasters to afflict Iran, from explosions at nuclear and rocket facilities to massive
forest fires and other acts of apparent sabotage. The potential for miscalculation
amidst heightening tensions is ominous.



Provocative action is also sometimes overt, as with the 23 July 2020 harassment of an
Iranian civil airliner over Syria by two US fighter jets which forced the Iranian jet to
make a sudden course change to avoid collision.

China and Russia are expanding their relationships with Iran. Russia and Iran are
negotiating a 20-year agreement while China is working on a draft 25-year, $228
billion agreement with the Iranian government which will make Iran an integral part of
its “One Belt One Road” global infrastructure program. It will extend high speed rail
to better connect major cities, improve roads and ports, make major investments in
upgrading Iran’s oil infrastructure, build Chinese factories in Iran, significantly
augment Iran’s military weapons, and partner with Iran — and Russia — on new
security arrangements in the Persian Gulf. Neither Russia nor China have
discernable regard for Iran’s human rights record or its provocative regional
activities. The agreements would be major lifelines to Iran’s beleaguered economy
and political structure. They are further proof of the complete failure of Trump’s
‘maximum pressure’ campaign.

In the summer of 1976, the Peace Corps program in Iran closed its operations,
ending its 14-year history. It was a move which was supported by many volunteers
who believed that Iran had become so wealthy with increased oil revenue that it
could afford to pay for its development needs.

In early 2020 a political decision was made to close the Peace Corps program in China,
28 years after its initiations. Certainly a very strong argument can be made that
China today can afford to pay for its own development needs. As tensions continue
to fester and mount between the US and Iran and the US and China, one is left to
wonder at what is lost by the closing of doors to educational and cultural

exchange. 44 years after the closure of the PC office in Iran, voices of PCIA
members continue to translate their memories and insights gained in their volunteer
service into a more informed American understanding of Iran and its people.

The US Needs New Priorities
By Carolyn Yale. (Shiraz 1974-76)

While the media have been drawn to Covid-19 updates, the coming elections, and
demonstrations for social justice — all rightly major concerns -- other matters have
escaped the front page. News relating to Iran has not captured attention despite its
importance.

Unexplained incidents within Iran recently have unsettled both Iranians and Iran-
watchers concerned that the intent is to provoke the Iranian government into
retaliation — and that in turn, the US might seize upon this as an excuse for war. The
instigators have not been identified but some tag Israel (with the knowledge and
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perhaps assistance of the US administration). As described by Jiyar Gol of BBC
Persian (July 6, 2020): “In the past three months there have been an increasing
number of mysterious incidents which have damaged sensitive sites in Iran.
Numerous fires have broken out in nuclear facilities, oil refineries, power plants,
major factories and businesses across the country.” A group self-named as
“‘Homeland Cheetahs” — actual identity a mystery-- claimed some of these incidents.

These events were capped by an explosion that destroyed the Iranian nuclear facility
at Natanz. Responsibility is unclear: The Iranian government declined to point
fingers, or assign a cause, citing “security reasons”. Again there is speculation that
Israel was behind the destruction. More recently, an inexplicable fire at a dockyard in
Bushehr destroyed seven ships. Less visible is the cyber-war engaging Iran and
Israel.

Nor is the US backing away from its military thrust: This week (July 21) ended with
discouraging news from Congress. The campaign to explicitly state that the
President does not have authorization from Congress to engage in war with Iran was
defeated in the Senate after it had been passed in the House. This effort took the
form of a proposed amendment to the "2021 National Defense Authorization Act”.
Other proposed amendments that would have reduced military spending, redirecting
the funds to domestic needs, also failed. The NDAA budget has increased annually
under the Trump administration and is now at $730 billion (over half of all US
discretionary spending). Can we afford this investment, particularly at this time, when
domestic needs — support for the unemployed, for medical services, education and
much more—are so urgent?

At this point in the saga of a pandemic that has laid low national economies,
response to the domestic crisis is critical. We need an about-face in spending
priorities, focusing on aid to people, a number of whom have served in the military
and need assistance, rather than military equipment and preparedness. This is the
case for both Iran and the US. In this country, with a military budget exceeding that
of the next ten countries combined, making this shift will require thoughtful ‘retooling’.
But responses to the pandemic provide a glimpse of the adaptive ingenuity of
companies and businesses. We should not let hasty reactions to recent events deter
us from programs that better serve people.

PCIA Action Alert

Support the Schakowsky Amendment
By Brad Hanson, (Khwaf, Shiraz 1973-76)

Action Alert, July 15, 2020



[This action Alert was sent out before the House passed its version of the
NDAA, without the Shakowsky amendment, but is included here to document
PCIA advocacy on the issue.]

This alert urges you to contact your representatives in Congress, specifically, to
support an amendment by Representative Jan Schakowsky (D- IL) to the 2021
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), and generally, to speak out in support of
diplomacy not military actions to resolve issues with Iran.

Tensions are again mounting inside and with Iran. A series of suspicious incidents in
Iran earlier in July have resulted in much speculation as to the causes, motives, and
perpetrators. Foreign actors are widely believed in Iran to be behind them. The
incidents include bombings in Tehran, forest fires, and, most notably, an explosion at
the Natanz nuclear facility. Arson is reportedly suspected in some of the forest fires.

On July 2 an explosion occurred in an above ground building in Natanz where
advanced high-speed centrifuges used in Iran’s nuclear program were reportedly
being assembled. News reports suggest that this explosion has set back this part of
Iran’s nuclear program a few months to two years. Israel was immediately
suspected. Israeli officials were quick to neither confirm nor deny their involvement
in this incident. The US was also suspected in some quarters. Iranian officials are
saying little about the explosion, stating they will provide more information later, but
hinting that retaliatory actions may be in the offing. European officials have called for
restraint in Tehran specifically, and a recourse to diplomacy generally. Washington
has been largely mum on the subject.

As a result of this explosion it is quite possible that assembly of the centrifuges will
move deep underground in Natanz and inspections by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) under the terms of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty will become more difficult.

Below are links to some of the best reporting and analysis on the Natanz incident
and its possible consequences:

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/05/world/middleeast/iran-Natanz-nuclear-
damage.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/10/world/middleeast/iran-nuclear-trump.html

https://thebulletin.org/2020/07/explosion-at-natanz-why-sabotaging-irans-nuclear-
program-could-backfire/

In the US, of course, there are simultaneous crises consuming the public and
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lawmakers: the intensification of the coronavirus in most of the country, the
continuing economic consequences of the virus, and the movement to combat racial
injustice and reform the police — all in the midst of a contentious presidential election
campaign. There is a history of “October surprises,” i.e., dramatic foreign policy
actions, in American presidential elections. Iran is still simmering as an issue, if not
visibly on the front burner.

Meanwhile Congress is taking action on various annual authorization bills, including
the NDAA for FY 2021 which begins October 1. Rep Schakowsky has offered an
amendment in the House, a War Powers Amendment, very similar to the War
Powers Resolution submitted by Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA) earlier in 2020 which was
passed by bipartisan majorities in both Houses of Congress, but was vetoed by
President Trump. The Schakowsky amendment would reassert Congress’ power to
declare war, state Congress has not declared war on Iran, reassert that the 2001 and
2002 Authorizations for the Use of Military Force against the 9/11 attackers and Iraq,
respectively, are not statutory authorizations for the use of force against Iran, and
directs the President to terminate use of the US Armed Forces for hostilities against
Iran unless authorized by a declaration of war or specific authorization for the use of
military force against Iran. At the same time, this amendment would not prevent the
US from defending itself against Iran. The text of the amendment is in an attachment
to this email.

The arguments in favor of this amendment are similar to those for the earlier War
Powers Resolution:

Tensions remain high between Iran and the US.Adopting this amendment could
facilitate a de-escalation in tensions and time to engage in diplomacy.

Adoption of the amendment might assist in lessening miscalculations which could
spiral dangerously into major military confrontations.

War with Iran would be horribly costly in terms of lives, treasure, and US credibility
and influence in the world. While still dealing with the health, economic, and
institutional consequences of COVID-19, war with Iran is the last thing the US needs
now.

Adoption of the amendment would reassert Congress’ war-making powers and put

on notice the Administration, especially during this election campaign.

To the best of our knowledge, the House leadership has not yet agreed to bring up
this amendment for a vote. If they do bring it to a vote, the vote could come at any
time, as early as this week.

In the Senate, we understand that Senate leader Senator McConnell (R-KY) does



not plan to bring any similar amendment for a vote in that chamber.

Contact your Members of Congress, both in the House and the Senate, urging
them to speak out for diplomacy not military actions to resolve issues with
Iran. Contact your Representative in the House of Representatives urging
him/her to contact the House leadership to allow a vote on the Schakowsky
amendment to the 2021 NDAA and then to support the amendment. /f you do
not know your Representative’s or Senator’s phone number, you can call 202-224-
3121 and ask for your Representative by name. Increasingly, Members of Congress
are relying on online systems for messages from constituents. You may access
these through your representatives’ websites and can also email them.

IAEA

Mark Fitzpatrick: IAEA mildly reprimands Iran over suspect nuclear sites

Mahsa Rouhi: Why Iran’s compliance with the IAEA is an increasingly hard sell at home

Ploughshares Fund: Interview with Ariane Tabatabai re 5 years anniversary of JCPOA
and recent sabotage in Iran

Arms Embargo and Snapback Debate

Julia Masterson: Iran’s illicit arms transfers do not justify US snapback

UNSC: Implementation of UNSC 2231

Kelsey Davenport comment: It looks like there are several new investigations into
possible violations of the arms embargo since the last report in December. While |
think these underscore that the arms embargo has not been that effective in
addressing U.S. concerns about arms transfers in the region, | wouldn't be
surprised if the Trump administration uses the report as further justification for
extending the arms embargo.

Mysterious Explosions at Iranian Missile and

Nuclear Sites
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Paul Pillar: The undeclared war against Iran, 2020/7/14

Netanyahu also, like the Iranians, is aware of the U.S. electoral calendar and
American opinion polls. He may see the next few months as an optimal and limited
time for stirring the regional pot even more than Israel has in the past, while his friend
Donald Trump is still in power. To the extent the stirring helps his friend’s re-election
chances, so much the better from his point of view.

Netanyahu is unlikely to be worrying about escalation into a bigger war, which would
serve his purposes even more dramatically. Goading Iran into retaliating in a way
that would spark such a war may have been one of the objectives of the recent
attacks. And it would not be Netanyahu'’s job to count any ensuing American
casualties.

Masha Rouhi: Explosion at Natanz: Why sabotaging Iran’s nuclear program could backfire,
2020/7/14

Ariane Tabatabai and Jon Wolfsthal: Force Won’t Much Slow Iranian Nuclear Progress,
But Something Else Can

Maritime Executive: Major fire destroys 7 boats in Bushehr, 2020/7/15

Farnaz Fassihi, Richard Pérez-Pefia and Ronen Bergman: Iran Admits Serious
Damage to Natanz Nuclear Site, Setting Back Program, 2020/7/5

A Middle Eastern intelligence official said Israel planted a bomb in a building where
advanced centrifuges were being developed.

David Sanger, Ronan Bergman, William Broad and Farnaz Fassihi: Mysterious
Explosion and Fire Damage Iranian Nuclear Enrichment Facility, 2020/7/2

Iran released a photograph showing evidence of what appeared to be a major
explosion at the site. Early evidence suggests it was most likely an act of sabotage.

NIAC: Incident at Natanz Nuclear Facility, 2020/7/2

David Sanger, Ronan Bergman and Farnaz Fassihi: Iranian Missile Facility Blows
Up, and Conspiracy Theories Abound in Tehran, 2020/6/29

Satellite photographs show the explosion happened at a missile production facility.
Iran said the incident was a gas explosion at a different military base.

Sina Azodi and Mohsen Solhdoost: US and Israel shift from sanctions to alleged
sabotage against Iran, 2020/7/14

Trita Parsi interview: Potential Israeli Strike On Iranian Nuclear Facility Could Be Pushing
Us To War, 2020/7/14
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Iran in the Eurasian Context

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj: Iran’s Bilateral Relations in the New Eurasian Context,
2020/7/15

Darya Dolzikova, Aniseh Bassiri Tabrizi: Europe Continues to Brush Off the U.S.
Maximum Pressure Campaign Against Iran, 2020/7/15

US Military Spending

Heidi Peltier, Boston University: The Growth of the “Camo Economy” and the
Commercialization of the Post-9/11 Wars, 2020/6/30

Growing Iranian Military and Economic Ties with

China and Russia

Jason Rezaian: In deep trouble, Iran grabs a Chinese lifeline, 2020/7/9

Juan Cole: How Trump lost Iran to China: 25-Year ‘Lion-Dragon Deal’ makes Iran part of
One Belt, One Road, 2020/7/9

Simon Watkins: China Inks Military Deal With Iran Under Secretive 25-Year
Plan, 2020/7/6

US Iran Policy

Barbara Slavin and Holly Dagress: The JCPOA: A bittersweet anniversary for Iran, the
US and the wider world, 2020/7/13
Lost opportunities and thoughts for a better way forward.

Mahsa Rouhi: JCPOA at Five: How the US squandered an unprecedented diplomatic
opening with Iran, 2020/7/19

Alma Keshavarz: The US needs an Iran strategy, not a ‘campaign’ 2020/6/23
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Colum Lynch, Robbie Gramer: World Rebukes U.S. Over Iran, 2020/6/3
With Trump’s re-election prospects up in the air, a heated U.N. meeting on Iran
shows world power’s fading fear of confronting U.S.

Daniel Larison: The Iran Obsession Has Isolated the U.S., 2020/6/30
Mike Pompeo delivered an embarrassing, clownish performance at the U.N. on
Tuesday.

Reorienting US Foreign Policy

Paul Pillar, Andrew Bacevich, Annelle Sheline and Trita Parsi: A New U.S.
Paradigm for the Middle East: Ending America’s Misguided Policy of Domination, 2020/7/17

Daniel Larison: Wartime Without End, War Powers Without Check
70 years after the start of the Korean War, presidential lawyers still use its example
to launch endless overseas entanglements today.

William Burns: The United States Needs a New Foreign Policy, 2020/7/14
The global order is crumbling, domestic renewal is urgent, and America must
reinvent its role in the world.

Roger Cohen: American Catastrophe Through German Eyes, 2020/7/24
Trump says he wants to protect law-abiding citizens. In 1933, Hitler issued his
‘Decree of the Reich President for the Protection of People and State.’

Restarting Diplomacy

Jamal Abdi and Ryan Costello: Biden can reverse Trump’s failures on Iran, 2020/6/24

NIAC: A Maximum Pressure Exit Strategy: Can the U.S. Save the Iran Nuclear
Deal Before It’s Too Late?

Jamal Abdi, Joe Cirincione, Sina Toosi, Assal Rad

Document:

YouTube:

Recommendations

=> The U.S. must chart a new course on Iran policy that stabilizes or builds
on the original bargain of the JCPOA. Doing so would require the U.S. to first
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suspend recent sanctions in exchange for Iran returning to compliance with
its obligations under the JCPOA.

=> A new administration could quickly deliver a major win for U.S. interests,
securing Iran’s full-scale resumption of stringent restrictions on its nuclear
program within weeks of a new President assuming office.

=> For a potential Trump successor, returning to compliance with the
JCPOA should begin on Day 1 of a new administration and encompass all
sanctions imposed on Iran during the Trump administration, including those
imposed explicitly to tie the hands of a successor administration.

=> There is no legal “sanctions wall” that would prevent Trump’s successor
from returning the United States to compliance with the nuclear accord, only
a political wall. Sanctions-lifting could be accomplished by the same mix of
statutory waivers, Executive order revocations, and U.S. sanctions list
removals as performed by President Obama when implementing the initial
U.S. commitments under the nuclear accord.

=> Trump’s successor should also initiate an immediate Iran policy review
encompassing a range of issues—including the use of U.S. sanctions. This
internal policy review should be clear that sanctions must be solely used to
achieve clear policy objectives that are realizable and that can be lifted in
case of a negotiated resolution.

=> Once the nuclear crisis is stabilized, the U.S. should pursue a joint
communique with Iran that outlines a roadmap for simultaneous engagement
on issues of mutual concern. This communique should sketch out what both
sides desire to be their end state on this set of issues by 2024 and identify
separate negotiation tracks towards achieving these goals in a timely fashion.
Importantly, the two sides will not be agreeing on how to achieve these goals
in the communique, but on the diplomatic processes to reach them.

=> The goal of the joint communique would be to develop a realistic but
ambitious path for addressing pressing bilateral and regional issues leading
to an eventual normalization of relations. Such an approach would enable
each side to verify each other’s intentions and develop trust, while also
establishing appropriate diplomatic avenues that can succeed irrespective of
progress on other fronts.

Reuters: Iran says it’s ready for talks if US apologizes

Nicole Grajewski: Iran’s Hormuz Peace Endeavor and the future of Persian Gulf security

COVID in Iran

Roxane Farmanfarmaian: Iran, sanctions, and the COVID-19 pandemic
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Atlantic Council: Iran’s economy under COVID-19 and sanctions: How bad is it?

Revelations from John Bolton’s Book

Sina Toosi: How John Bolton and Mike Pompeo thwarted Trump’s plan to get a deal with
Iran, 2020/7/1

Mark Fitzpatrick: Iran and Mr. Bolton, 2020/7/1
An examination of John Bolton’s new memoir about his time as Donald Trump’s
national security adviser reveals the magnitude of his Iran obsession

Barbara Slavin: Bolton’s Book Is An Instruction Manual For How Not To Do Foreign
Policy, 2020/6/24

He did his best to block Trump's few good instincts and prevent the president from
having any diplomatic successes.

John Wolfsthall: Forget the Book. Bolton’s Legacy Is a Nuclear Arms Race, 2020/6/24
Why Bolton will be one of the most negative influences on U.S. security policy for
decades to come.

Trita Parsi: Netanyahu loves Trump. So why did he conspire with Bolton to prevent Trump
from talking to Iran? 2020/6/25

Judiciary in Iran

Jason Rezaian: A judge’s suspicious death reveals the moral rot of Iran’s courts,
2020/6/27

Maysam Behravesh: Corruption Is a Job Qualification in Today’s Iran, 2020/6/26

Iran’s new speaker of parliament is widely known for being a crook—but a loyal one.

Human Rights

Juan Cole: UN Special Rapporteur: US Drone Strike killing Iranian Gen. Soleimani was
Unlawful, 2020/7/8

Harvard Iranian Alumni: Chai Time: Iranian Diaspora and the Black Lives Matter (BLM)
movement

Ali Dadpay: As Iran applauds BLM, Afghan minority short on rights, 2020/7/8
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While the Iranian government points to the "Black Lives Matter" movement as proof

Politics and Economy in Iran

Bourse and Bazaar: Young Candidates Enter Fray for Iran Presidency, 2020/7/2

Sina Toossi: Iran Is Becoming Immune to U.S. Pressure, 2020/7/2

Patrick Wintour: Iran's foreign minister heckled and called a liar in parliament, 2020/7/5
Display of anger likely to encourage US to believe sanctions are creating tensions

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj: What You Should Know About Iran's Weakening Currency

Israel/lran

Arianne Tabatabai and Henry Rome: Israel’s Annexation of the West Bank Would be a
Gift to Iran, 2020/6/26

Beleaguered by regional tensions, the COVID-19 pandemic, and economic woes,
Tehran could use anti-lsrael sentiment to restore its reputation.

Moshe Zonder: 'Tehran': Beautiful and Unimaginable Iran Stars in New Israeli TV Thriller
'We present a different, pleasant side of Iran, which no Western series has ever
shown,' says Moshe Zonder, the creator of "Tehran' who, since the hit 'Fauda,’ has
morphed into the uber-screenwriter of Israeli reality

State Department: Special Representative for Iran and Senior Advisor to the Secretary
Brian Hook Visits Israel for Consultations on Iran, 2020/7/1

Mordechai Goldman: Chief rabbi of Iran: Israel does not represent Judaism, 2020/6/21
In an exclusive interview with Al-Monitor, Rabbi Yehuda Garami, chief rabbi of the
Jewish community in Iran, explains about their daily lives and why he paid a
condolence visit to the family of assassinated Gen. Qasem Soleimani.

Media

The Iran Podcast: Mahsa Alimardani: Internet Freedom in Iran, 2020/7/5
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Advocacy Tools

FCNL: Effectively Engaging with Election Candidates

Concerned Veterans for America: Advocacy Messages for Conservative
Members of Congress

Open Secrets: Web tool for details on finances for candidate and PACs

Legislation

Rep. Barbara Lee succeeded in getting three important amendments in the
House Defense Appropriations Bill. These are 1) No unauthoried war with Iran; 2)
repeal of the 2001 AUMF; repeal of the 2002 AUMF. The House is expected to
approve the bill next week. Advocacy then must be focused on ensuring that the
amendments survive the reconciliation process with the Senate version of the bill.

Rep. Jan Schakowsky (IL-09) introduced the amendment on Iran for the NDAA
This War Powers Amendment reasserts that the president can not start a war with
Iran. It also states that neither the 2001 or the 2002 AUMF provide authorization for
military action against Iran. Sadly it was not included in the final version of the NDAA
which was approved by the House.

HR 5543: No War Against Iran Act

Glenn Greenwald: How the House Armed Services Committee, in the Middle of a
Pandemic, Approved a Huge Military Budget and More War in Afghanistan, 2020/7/9

Jennifer Daskal, Rita Siemion and Tess Bridgeman: HR 7500: An incremental step
toward stopping forever war? 2020/7/13

History

Domenico Agostini: This is not the end. Apocalyptic comfort from ancient Iran,
2020/6/30

Ram Baruch Regavim: The Most Sovereign of Masters: The History of Opium in Modern
Iran, 1850-1955
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Previous Editions of PCIA Advocacy Bulletin
Earlier editions of the PCIA Advocacy Bulletin can be
found at this link.

MISSION STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and
Iranians through education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in
Iran.

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education,
outreach, and cultural diplomacy.

PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding
Principles for our advocacy efforts toward improving relationships between Iran and the United
States, and their peoples.

1. Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks
of friendship, inclusiveness and world peace. As citizens of a world power, Americans

bear a special responsibility.

2. Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries
and their citizens.

3. Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic
ties reinforces international cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict. .

4. Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues.

5. Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts. Peace is built and sustained through voluntary
agreement and consent.

PCIA Links:
Membership and Donations
Pay Pal Donations

PCIA Web Site
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The opinions of the in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the
board of PCIA. Contributions to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to
the editor at AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org
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