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From The Field - PCIA Board Newsletter 

March, 2022 

 

“Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field. I will meet you there.” 

Jalal ad-Din Rumi 

  

Ja-ye Jackie (Jackie’s Place) 

By Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) 

  

On Change and Challenge 

  

It seems the rate of change is accelerating, both in the world and in Mike’s and my 



personal lives. As we reel from the ups and downs of the pandemic threat, as we 

watch the continuing war in Ukraine with shock and horror, as we try to follow the 

negotiation process for reinstating the Iran Nuclear Agreement, we are also aware 

of our own aging. How – and where – to spend that next chapter of our lives? 

  

Mike and I have decided to move to a retirement community here in Portland, OR. 

Our goal is to have increased opportunities for socializing, movement, and growth 

through learning. Having moved to this condo less than 4 years ago, we find 

ourselves again consumed with more downsizing and with getting our condo home 

ready to sell. (Anyone want to buy a nice condo with an amazing view of Portland 

and Mount Saint Helens?) 

  

As so many PCIA members enter this this same stage of life, and with no younger 

people coming back from Peace Corps Iran, the board is aware that our most 

effective days of representing the membership and working for improved relations 

between Americans and Iranians are on the wane. Hence the Future of PCIA 

project. Hopefully you’ve been reading about it in these pages and in 

KhabarNameh. We welcome your ideas and thoughts on the best direction for PCIA 

in future years. I’m also interested to hear your personal impressions on this 

current stage of life, which for me, is so far rarely boring and often enlightening! 

 

Peace, 

Jackie 

   

 

 

 

Dooreh-ye Ketaab, PCIA's Book Discussion Group 

By Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) and Jim Goode 

(Tuyserkan, 1968-71) 

  

Here are the remaining titles to be read and discussed in 2022’s Dooreh (book 

group). All authors have agreed to join us for the discussion of their book (or in 



the case of the July title, translators). 

   

• May 11, 5:00pm Pacific (8:00pm Eastern) - Ansary, Nina. Jewels of Allah: 

The Untold Story of Women in Iran. Revala Press, 2015. The author 

presents a provocative roller coaster ride that shatters the stereotypical 

assumptions and the often-misunderstood story of women in Iran today. 

Highlighting many courageous female leaders and advocates throughout 

Iran's history, the book illuminates the unanticipated consequences of the 

Islamic Revolution and the unexpected twists and turns leading to a full-

blown feminist movement within a post-revolutionary patriarchal society. 

• July 13 - Pezeshkzad, Iraj. Hafez in Love: A Novel. Translated by Pouneh 

Shabani-Jadidi & Patricia J. Higgins. USYRC, 2021. 

• September 14 - Bakhash, Shaul. The Fall of Reza Shah: The Abdication, 

Exile, and Death of Modern Iran's Founder. I.B. Tauris, 2021. Paperback 

edition, May 2022. 

• November 9 - Gaughan, Joan (Lahijan, Rasht, 1964-66) The Shuster 

Mission to Iran: Leaving Something Worthwhile Behind. Real Nice Books, 

2021. 

Doorehs are held in odd-numbered months, on the second Wednesday, at 5:00pm 

Pacific (8:00pm Eastern). 

 

A Zoom link will be emailed to you close to the meeting date. If you have never 

attended a Dooreh, please email doug@peacecorpsiran.org to ask for that Zoom link. If 

you have attended previously, we have you in the list, you're good. 

  

Looking forward to seeing you at a Dooreh! 

 

Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz, 1974-76) and Jim Goode (Tuyserkan, 1968-71) 
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Iran Issues Discussion Group 

 

Monday, April 25, 5:00pm Pacific (8:00pm Eastern) Moderated by John 

Salamack (Bojnurd, 1965-67), this is a monthly virtual friendly discussion of 

current events having to do with Iran. All are welcome. Meetings are held on 

Zoom, on the fourth Monday of every month. If you have never attended the PCIA 

Iran Issues Discussion Group and would like to receive the Zoom link, let us 

know. Questions? Email John Salamack. 

   

 

 

 

Board News 

   

• Future of PCIA Project. From Fraser Lang (Isfahan, Tehran, 1968-70), 

correspondent for The Future of PCIA 

Work continues on the planning of PCIA’s future as the Iran Peace Corps 

community ages out. Watch this space for details.  

• Conference. From PCIA President Jeanette Gottlieb (Noshahr, Hamadan, 1965-67)  

Mark your calendar for our in-person conference in Chicago in May, 2023.  

 

 

 

 We Get Mail  

• From National Peace Corps Association (NPCA) President Glenn Blumhorst 

(RPCV, Guatemala)  

o We in the Peace Corps community stand in solidarity with the people and communities in 

Ukraine who are now in harm’s way. Read NPCA’s statement calling for an end to the invasion 

launched by Vladimir Putin — and providing a list of ways you can help the people of 

Ukraine. The RPCV Alliance for Ukraine is leading advocacy efforts calling for more 

mailto:doug@peacecorpsiran.org
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support for Ukraine by Congress and the White House; they are also organizing first aid 

relief efforts. The Friends of Moldova has been assisting refugees from Ukraine by 

providing food, shelter, and transportation in Moldova. Peace Corps staff in Moldova are 

also partnering with local efforts to provide assistance to refugees. And across the U.S., 

members of the Peace Corps community have launched efforts and teamed up with other 

organizations to provide assistance.   

o Tens of thousands of refugees have arrived in the U.S. from Afghanistan, and resettlement 

systems are stretched beyond capacity. To help individuals and families make a new start 

in communities, NPCA is partnering with International Rescue Committee (IRC) in the Afghan 

Placement and Assistance (APA) program. NPCA affiliate groups are invited to sponsor 

arriving Afghan families and take the lead in supporting these new arrivals in their 

communities. IRC will provide technical assistance and training. The duration of the 

sponsorship per case is 90 days, although affiliate groups are welcome to continue to 

provide support. Submit this form if you are interested in getting involved. 

o Two years after all Peace Corps Volunteers were sent home from service overseas because 

of COVID-19, the first groups of Volunteers are returning, starting with the Dominican 

Republic and Zambia. AP shared the big news on March 3, and it was picked up around the 

globe. 

   

• NowRuz greetings from members  

o Tom Klobe (Alang, Kordkoui, Gorgan, 1964-66) Happy Nowruz. May the world find 

peace very soon. A Persian friend and I presented a Nowruz celebration here in Hawaii this 

past week including a haft seen table and Persian sweets and tea. One of the 94-year old 

ladies took home the sabzeh to tie the leaves together on Sizdah Bedar and throw it into a 

stream. Hope springs eternal! 

o Gerry Gillio (Ahwaz, Mahabad, Kermanshah, 1966-68) It’s that wonderful time of 

year to celebrate – Spring is coming. The earth is giving birth to new life. A new year is 

beginning. Let us give thanks for the good things in our lives and let us pray for the less 

fortunate, in America and Iran, and also in Ukraine. 

o Ed Seiders (Noshahr, Chaloos, 1967-69) Eid-e shoma mobarak!! Who jumped over the 

bonfires last Wednesday? 

o Michael Dereskewicz (Kermanshah, 1966-68) Thank you for the wonderful NowRuz 

greetings and sentiments of thanksgiving and anticipation of good to come. I am very 

grateful for my experience in Iran and the people I knew there. It prepared me for my 33-

year TESL career back home. And that too brought much joy. In contrast, I am very 

disheartened by the pain and suffering in Ukraine and by this new refugee crisis. We need 

to support them any way we can. 
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• From the Baskerville Institute  

On Monday, April 11, 2022, at 11:00am Pacific time (2:00pm Eastern), the 

Baskerville Institute will host Professor Persis Karim, speaking on “What Makes Us 

Iranian? An Exploration of the Iranian Diaspora Forty Years On”. Professor Karim is 

the Neda Nobari Chair and Director for Iranian Diaspora Studies at San Francisco 

State University. She is the author of numerous articles on Iranian diaspora 

literature and culture, as well as the editor of three anthologies of Iranian diaspora 

literature – Tremors: New Fiction by Iranian-American Writers; Let me Tell You 

Where I've Been: New Writing by Women of the Iranian Diaspora; and A World 

Between: Poems, Stories and Essays by Iranian-Americans. You can register for 

this lecture HERE. 

   

• From Randolph Hobler (RPCV Libya) 

Dear Fellow RPCVs, 

We all sent letters home from our far-flung Peace Corps locations. In my case, 50 

years later, I decided to combine unique camel hand shadows, dubbed Humpy, 

Lumpy, and Bumpy, into a video of a song I’d composed in Libya and sent home 

on tape. Please click on this link. 

   

• From Member John Limbert (Sanandaj, 1964-66) 

Some PCIA members may remember Eric Tunis (Iran 16, Zabol, 1967-69), who 

went on to a fine career in the Foreign Service, including postings in Afghanistan 

and Pakistan. Sadly, Eric died in 2010. I just learned that in 2012, Ambassador 

Marc Grossman, at that time the US Special Representative for Afghanistan and 

Pakistan, planted a tree with a plaque in memory of Eric Tunis at the US Embassy 

in Kabul. 
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• From Member Paul Barker (Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran, Bahrain, 1971-

76) 

RPCVs for Environmental Action (RPCV4EA) is an affiliate group of National Peace 

Corps Association that works to create a community of concern and action for the 

climate and sustainable practices in our communities. Read about them and sign 

up for their (free) newsletter here: https://www.rpcv4ea.org/cpages/home 

   

• From Jahangir Golestan, filmmaker 

Mr. Golestan would like to talk to Iran RPCVs in Orange County or Los Angeles for 

a film he is making about NowRuz. Please text him at 949-422-0249. 

 

   

 

 

  

Shopping on Amazon? 

 

Check out AmazonSmile. It’s a simple and automatic way to support PCIA, at no cost 

to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same prices and 

shopping experience as at Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 

donate a portion of the purchase price to PCIA. 

   

 

 

  

Submit Your Photos 

 

Each month, From the Field features a photo submitted by one of our members. 

We invite you to submit your own photos of Iran, from either your Peace Corps 

years or recent trips. Send to jackie@peacecorpsiran.org. 
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Thanks to everyone who has submitted recently, and keep ‘em coming! 

   

 

 

 

Find Us on Facebook 

 

For some time, we have had a lively Facebook group, with over 400 members. 

We post articles, photos, questions, and comments about Peace Corps in Iran or 

Iran itself. We invite you to click here and ask to join. Be sure and answer the 

membership question you will see there. We will accept your request within a day 

or two, and you’re in! 

 

We also have a Facebook page, open to the whole world. Located here, this is a 

public page that features news about Iran and PCIA. We add photos and videos 

regularly. The purpose of the FB page is to engage our visitors to consider Iran 

with a more complete and nuanced view, in the spirit of Peace Corps' Third Goal. 

Hope to see you participating in both of our Facebook venues. Invite your friends 

too! 

   

 

 

  

We Accept Donations 

 

Supporting PCIA with your donations is crucial to our success because we don’t 

charge dues. Donations support our biannual conferences (our next one is 

tentatively planned for Chicago in the spring or summer of 2023), as well as our 

many other advocacy, legacy, civic engagement, publishing, and member 

connection projects. If you are proud of your Peace Corps experience and believe 

that PCIA leverages and amplifies your ideals and your voice as an RPCV, we invite 

you to donate as you are able, either through PayPal or by printing this form 
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and mailing it 

with a check. We are grateful. 

   

 

 

  

Membership 

  

Membership in PCIA is free (no dues). We welcome everyone who shares our 

values of peace, diplomacy, cultural understanding, and preserving the legacy of 

Peace Corps Iran. Members do not need to have served in the Peace Corps or lived 

in Iran. To become a member, click here. You will find that you must first join the 

National Peace Corps Association (it's free), and in doing so, you will then have the 

opportunity to join PCIA. 

   

 

 

 

PCIA Mission Statement 

  

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between 

Americans and Iranians through outreach, education, and advocacy, and upholds 

the legacy of Peace Corps in Iran.   Adopted February, 2017. 

  

Peace Corps Iran Association is a registered 501c3 nonprofit based in 

Portland, OR. We are affiliated with the National Peace Corps Association. 

  

Title: From the Field comes from the Rumi quote at the top of each issue: “Out 

beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a field. I will meet you there.” 

Jalal ad-Din Rumi. The idea is that PCIA is operating in a field that is outside of the 

conflict between our two governments as to who is right and wrong. In that field 

we meet all those who, like us, find the conflict detrimental and irrelevant in the 

friendship between the American and Iranian peoples. This newsletter is sent from 

https://peacecorpsiran.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e9ee3fecaeac0bd7715acdf8a&id=ca0ee642f1&e=0a069c5cf2


that field. 

   

 

 

  

PCIA Board  

• Jeanette Gottlieb, President (Noshahr, Hamadan, 1965-67) 

• Jackie Spurlock, Vice-President; Dooreh Co-leader; From the Field Editor 

(Abadeh,Riz/Zarrinshahr, 1974-76) 

• Ed Seiders, Treasurer (Noshahr, Chalus, 1967-69) 

• Marie Mitchell, Secretary (Mahalat, 1974-75) 

• Bill Brandon, Future of PCIA Task Force Co-Chair (Shiraz, 1964-66) 

• Brad Hanson, (Khaf, Shiraz, 1973-76) 

• Doug Schermer, Webmaster (Semnan, Shahrud, 1966-67) 

• Fraser Lang, (Isfahan, Tehran, 1968-70) 

• Joe Mangi, (Malayer, 1966-68) 

• John Krauskopf, Anthology Editor (Ahwaz, Kermanshah, Arak, Babolsar, 

1965-69) 

• John Salamack, Iran Issues Discussion Group Leader (Bojnurd, 1965-67) 

• Kerry Segel, (Khonsar, Isfahan, 1969-73) 

• Paul Barker, Advocacy Bulletin Editor (Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran, 1971-76) 

Other PCIA Leaders  

• Carolyn Yale, Board Member Emeritus and Future of PCIA Task Force 

Member-at-Large (Shiraz, 1974-75) 

• Chuck Kaminski, Future of PCIA Task Force Co-Chair (Kermanshah, 1969-

70) 

• Genna Wangsness, Historian (Shiraz, Tehran, 1965-71) 

• Jim Goode, Dooreh Co-leader (Tuyserkan, 1968-71) 

• Joan Gaughan, KhabarNameh Editor (Lahijan, Rasht, 1964-66) 
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About this email 

You have received this email because you are a member of Peace Corps Iran 

Association or have an interest in Iran. If you do not wish to receive future issues 

of From the Field, please use the unsubscribe link in the footer. 

 

Comments 

We welcome your thoughts and feedback. Please submit to 

jackie@peacecorpsiran.org  

 

PCIA MISSION STATEMENT 

   

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between 

Americans and Iranians through outreach, education and advocacy, and upholds 

the legacy of Peace Corps in Iran.  

 

Adopted February, 2017. 
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