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The Cyrus Cylinder 5,58 i 5l or Cyrus Charter 25,58 )52« was discovered under the foundation
of a Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest time capsule on record. It
commemorates Cyrus' victory over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out the rights of subjects in his
expanding empire. It is often commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in the world.
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As Iran continues to absorb the impact of President Trump's new sanctions

regime, a recent poll shows that support for the JCPOA in Iran has declined but
is leveling off, with 53% of Iranians still registering their approval.

Note from the Editor
by Paul Barker

In recent weeks the chaos that is President Trump's policy for addressing concerns
with Iran has been on display in multiple settings.
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-> In open congressional testimony Trump’s own national intelligence chiefs
&ontradicted his assertions on the relative dangers posed by Iran and North
orea.

-> At a ministerial summit meeting called by the Trump administration
in Warsaw European representatives clearly and strongly rejected Trump's
abandonment of the JCPOA and the unnecessary tensions it has created.

-> At the annual Munich security meeting "where Western allies have long
forged united fronts erupted Saturday into a full-scale assault on the Trump
administration’s foreign policy. European leaders, would-be Democratic
challengers and even the president's Republican backers took the floor to
rebuke the president’s go-it-alone approach."

-> In response to and defiance of American extraterritorial sanctions on Iran,
Britain, Germany and France launched INSTEX, a Special Purpose Vehicle
which will enable European companies to engage in humanitarian commerce
with Iran in a manner which is shielded from US sanctions. The fact that
European leaders felt compelled to create this new financial system
demonstrates declining US leadership and leverage.

Simultaneously the words and actions of foreign policy officials in the US continue to
raise alarms that the current path the US is treadm? will inevitably lead to conflict and
war with Iran. Indeed Prime Minister Netanyahu released tweets and videos from the
Warsaw summit indicating that war/combat with Iran is his clear objective.

In this context peace activists need to ensure that US Presidential contenders for
2020 all have a clearly articualted objective of returning the US to full compliance
with the JCPOA. lItis’only with the US inside of the agreement that multilateral
Brogress can be made to address concerns with Iran's missileé)rogram and regional

ehavior. Iran PRCVs from states that are home to announced and probable
presidential contenders have special opportunities to influence this policy debate in
the coming months. So far Senators Warren and Klobuchar have made clear
declarations in support of unconditional US return to the JCPOA. Senators Sanders
and Merkley are pretty much on message. Senator Harris and Brown probably need
some more encouragement.

One thing that should make it much easier for Democratic presidential contenders to
advocate for the US return to the nuclear agreement is the just announced decision
of the Democratic National Committee calling for the US to rejoin the JCPOA. This
could also be an opening for a moderate Republican challenger to Trump to stake
out a position in favor of diplomacy over belligerence as the most powerful and cost
effective American foreign policy tool.

The Iron and Depressing Laws of US-Iran Relations
by John Limbert

Among the unalterable “laws of the Medes and the Persians” that have ruled US-Iran
relations for decades are the following:

-> Everything takes longer than you think.
-> Everything is harder than you think.

-> Whenever you begin to make progress, some bad fortune or stupidity will
screw up everything.

The first two are obvious. In the last two years, with a new American administration,
we have seen the third operating at full force.

In 2009, President Barack Obama, while accepting his Nobel Peace Prize, without
mentioning Iran by name, said the following:

“The promotion of human rights cannot be about exhortation alone. At times, it must
be coupled with #ainstaking diplomacy. | know that enéya?ement with repressive
regimes lacks the satisfying purity of indignation. But | also know that sanctions
without outreach—and condemnation without discussion—can carry forward a
crippling status quo. No repressive regime can move down a new path unless it has
the choice of an open door.”

The meaning was clear: for decades US ﬁolicy toward Iran consisted of wallowing in
self-righteousness and indignation. And that policy accomplished nothingf beyon:
enriching a few Americans—both Democrats and Republicans—who shilled for the
Mujahedin-e Khalg, an Iranian opposition group that spent a decade on the State
Department’s list of terrorist organizations.

It took time, but gradually Iran and the US came to recognize that there was an
alternative to trading insults, threats and accusations. No one pretended that this
new approach was going to make the Islamic Republic treat its citizens—particularly
its women and its intellectuals—decently. No one pretended that the US and Iran
were going to be friends. What it did, however, was to show a different and more
productive path to achieving both nations’ goals. After all, what had forty years of
chest-beating accomplished?

Just a month ago, nine years after Obama spoke in Oslo, US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo went to Cairo, and, when speaking about Iran, resurrected all the outrage,
}ndiggatiog, and self-righteousness that have dominated US policy toward Iran for
our decades.

A few selections will make the point:

“It is important to know that we will not ease our campaign to stop Iran’s malevolent
influence and actions against this region and the world. The nations of the Middle
East will never enjoy security, achieve economic stability, or advance the dreams of
their people if Iran’s revolutionary regime persists on its current course.

President [Donald] Trump has reversed our willful blindness to the dangers of the
regime and withdrew from the failed nuclear deal, with its false promises. The US
reimposed sanctions that should never have been lifted. We embarked on a new
pressure campaign to cut off the revenues the regime uses to spread terror and
destruction throughout the world. . .

We fostered a common understanding with our allies of the need to counteract the
Iran regime’s revolutionary agenda. Countries increasingly understand that we must
confront the ayatollahs, not coddle them. Nations are rallying to our side to confront
the regime like never before.

February 11 will mark forty years since the oppressive regime came to power in
Tehran. America’s economic sanctions against the regime are the strongest in history
and will keep getting tougher until Iran starts behaving like a normal country.”

W;P/ so much hostility toward an Islamic Republic which, if hardly a model of
Jeffersonian democracy, is surely not the source of all evil in the world? Why all this
fear of a country whose military is relatively weak, whose economy is struggling, and
whose own diplomatic ineptitude has left it with very few real friends apart from the
pariahs in Syria and the landlocked and isolated Armenians?

As the Iranians say, he needs to put his posterior in a bucket of cold water.

In the last hundred years, for Iranians, the United States has gone from friend to
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puppet master to enemy and scapegoat. In Iranians’ century-long struggle for dignity
and independence, Americans were originally on the right side. Americans supported
Iran’s constitutional movement, and, after World War Il, helped Iran preserve its
independence against a serious threat of partition backed by the Soviet Union. A few
years later, however, they let the Cold War, blind anti-Communist ideology and willful
|gnoranﬁe create an unhealthy patron-client relationship with the repressive Pahlavi
monarchy.

Since the revolution of 1979, grievances on both sides, fed by third countries that
fear any US-Iran engagement, have continued to fester. Like a couple trapped in a
bad marriage, interaction has mostly consisted of reciting complaints with no goal
beyond venting.

The current American administration, for reasons of ego and domestic politics,
seems obsessed with Iran. It is determined to trash its predecessor and undo the
modest gains he achieved. At best, the two sides will return to their “no war/no
peace” condition of the last forty years. At worst, spewinP accusations, lacking
means of communication and deeply suspicious, a smal misunderstanding could
become a major conflict that would bring great harm to both sides and to the already
fractured Middle East.

John Limbert is a retired professor of Middle Eastern Studies at the United States Naval Academy
in Maryland. A Foreign Service Officer for thirty-four years, he served as deputy secretary of state
for Iran under the Obama administration. He was among the fifty-two Americans held hostage
during the 444-day Iran hostage crisis. He is the author of Iran: At War with History, Negotiating
with Iran: Wrestling the Ghosts of History, and Shiraz in the Age of Hafez.

Carol Giacomo: Iran and the United States: Doomed to Be
Forever Enemies?

President Trump and hard-line advisers want to isolate and undermine the government in Tehran.
Engagement is a better option.

Atlantic Council Conference:
U.S.-Iran Relations on the 40th Anniversary of the Iranian Revolution
By Steve Gottlieb

Speakers laid out how Iranians see their own position in the world. The “terribly bloody cataclysm”
of the Iran-lraq war was crucial. Estimates vary, but the Iraqi invasion of Iran cost hundreds of
thousands of lives in the 1980s. That made clear to Iran the danger of powerful nearby states. The
rise of ISIS on the ashes of Iraq made equally clear the danger of non-state actors and the danger
that weakened states can'’t control terrorist groups. Those are national security problems, not
ideological issues. As Ariane Tabatabai put it:

Iran sought to adjust its policy to balance two oft-conflicting objectives: Undermining central
governments to ensure none would become strong enough to pose a threat to Iran while also
striving to prevent them from collapsing and creating fertile grounds for terrorists.

While Iraq was strong, their common enmity against Iraq united Israel and Iran. But once Iraq was
defeated, the two countries began to see each other as the only states in the region capable of an
existential threat to themselves.

The U.S. also became unreliable. As John Limbert, a career American diplomat and former
hostage, describes:

In the last hundred years, for Iranians, the United States has gone from friend to puppet master to
enemy and scapegoat. In Iranians’ century-long struggle for dignity and independence, Americans
were originally on the right side...support[ing] Iran’s constitutional movement, and...help[ing] Iran
preserve its independence against...the Soviet Union....[Not long after, however, the U.S.
developed] an unhealthy patron-client relationship with the repressive Pahlavi monarchy.

In the more recent past, the U.S. sided with Iraq against Iran in the war between the two, excluded
Iran from regional conferences and imposed sanctions, all of which increased Iranians’ concern for
their own national security.

Iran, of course, played a role in the breakdown of relations. But diplomats try to push irritants and
misunderstandings aside in order to make more fruitful relations possible, unless, of course, the
game is to have an enemy for use as a bogey-man with which to threaten the population for the
rulers’ interests, not the public’s. Even after a succession of presidents refused to engage with Iran,
Obama showed that it could still be done.

Trump claims to be a great negotiator. But his tools appear limited to threats, sanctions and name-
calling. That can be effective in limited circumstances, for a bargain over a single event, where
prospects for future relations or reactions in countries looking on don’t matter. But others now
realize that they can't trust the U.S. to look past short-term advantage and build for a stronger
future by playing what diplomats call the long game. Playing the tough instead, Trump encourages
a backlash. Focusing on the short-term and ignoring the long game, he encourages others to plan
without us — and against our interests. Making Iran feel less secure, he makes it more determined
to rely on its own arsenal of weapons, heightening the danger to Israel and other allies.

Good negotiators figure out what other negotiating partners need. They develop win-win deals for
long term and fruitful relations. Negotiations that don’t work that way push everyone to find ways
out, ways to take advantage of each other. Rewards can be much greater when negotiators
negotiate for mutual advantage.

In dealing with Iran, Trump looks for short-term advantage and long-term hostility. He will surely get
it and we will pay the price.

Steve Gottlieb’s latest book is Unfit for Democracy: The Roberts Court and The Breakdown of
American Politics. He is the Jay and Ruth Caplan Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Albany Law
School, served on the New York Civil Liberties Union board, on the New York Advisory Committee
to the U.S. Civil Rights Commission, and as a US Peace Corps Volunteer in Iran. This commentary
was broadcast on WAMC Northeast Report, February 19, 2019.

Atlantic Council Symposium on Iran: Iran’s Revolution Turns 40

By Tom Huf
February 12, 2019

The Shah’s departure from Tehran in January 1979 and the establishment of the

Islamic Republic marks this month as the 4oth anniversary of the Iranian revolution.
After the initial optimism in Iran that they could take control of their own destiny and
security in their unstable part of the world the social political and economic conditions
in Iran have gone through four stages. The overwhelming consensus that they
needed to emerge from more than 100 years of being a client state and second class
gower even in their own region, find their place in the world, be secure in their own

orders, and find a way to live with and support their Shiite minority in the region
which has gone awry.

The current US focus on its own short term interests, and on insisting on interpreting
literally the sometimes symbolic and old school diplomatic language of the Iranians
has led us to dangerous, and incorrect conclusions that could result in another
military intervention with catastrophic results. There are enough mistakes and
misunderstandings on both sides to warrant taking stock of today and the future.

The Atlantic Council Symposium on February 12t was not a celebration of an
anniversary but a gathering of experts in fields from international economics,
diplomacy and diplomatic studies, intelligence, security, energy, and sociology to take
stock of where we are today in light of what happened 40 years ago, and what the
near future looks like for Iran in the world and particularly with respect to US policy.
Four sessions were olroganized around: Legacy of the Iranian Revolution, Iran’s
Foreign and Security Policy, Evolution of Iran’s Domestic Politics, and Whither the
Iranian Economy. John Limbert in the first session, quoting Edmund Burke, summed
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up where the Revolution and the mood of Iran is today using Burkes categorization of
the stages of a revolution and Crane Benton’s anatomy of a Revolution: Revolution
and overthrow of the existing governing structure, a period of moderation, radical
reaction, and a slow evolution to consolidate and move forward.

A cautionary note in the first session about the IRGC was another important part of
the framework for understanding what we need to know about Iran today and for the
rest of the discussion of the day. The fundamental misunderstanding by the US and
western powers of the IRGC and its role in the governing structure has not taken into
account their initial role in the Revolution and particularly in the defense of Iran
during the Iran/ Iraq war. The solidity of their position should not be underestimated.

Abandoning the JCPOA and having stopped both diplomatic and trade relations with
Iran has left the US isolated and handed the role of Western understanding of Iran
and the region to the European powers who are in favor of increasing Iran’s
engagement with the world based upon the nuclear security alread?/ established by
the JCPOA. That agreement is still respected and adhered to by all of the other
signatories including Iran.

Documentation on the Conference is available in text and on YouTube

PCIA members Brad Hanson, Tom Huf, Andy Mott and Jeanette and Stephen Gottlieb were able to
attend this event. A strong showing by our association.

PCIA News and Views
Stephen Gottlieb commentary on Iran
And on Stephen’s blog

Michael Hillman Power Points Facilitate Talking to Americans on Iran
American Perceptions of Islam and Rumi in the Persian Sufi Tradition

Legislation
Win Without War: Congress is Reasserting its War Making Authority

Ryan Costello: Concerns about HR 31

"I'know many of my colleagues are concerned about our withdrawal from the
JCPOA...Sanctions under this bill (Caesar Syria/H.R. 31) would not prevent a future
President of the United States from returning to the Iranian nuclear agreement.”

J Street: Petition Calling on 2020 Candidates to Commit to Rejoining JCPOA

NIAC: Restoring U.S. Credibility: Returning to the Iran Nuclear Agreement

The Change Iranians Want
Amir Farmanesh: State of Iran Survey December 2018

The survey shows that while vast majority of Iranians continue saying that Iran’s
economy is bad and that it is getting worse, there are slight signs of improvements in
the trend (Q1-2 and Slides 7-8). Keeping up with the previous trend, increasing
maijority sa¥ that the nuclear deal has notdyet been able to improve the living
condition of ordinary Iranians (Q6 and Slide 14). In addition, Iranians are becoming
less confident that other P5+1 countries will live by the terms of the JCPOA iQQ and
Slide 10). They also blame European countries for moving too slow to meet their
obligations under JCPOA (Q10-11 and Slides 11-12).

Meantime JCPOA's popularity decline has finally plateaued in its all-time-low, and a
stable maé'ority of Iranians support it even after knowing what in reality it can offer
(Q5 and Slide 16). Even under the pressure of looming conflict with West, majority of
Iranians keep believing that it is possible to find common ground for peaceful
coexistence with West (Q24 and Slide 18). This optimistic view towards possibility for

peace, has been a stable trend over years of IranPoll’s opinion polling in Iran.

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj: Poll Shows Iranian Attitudes Towards Europe
Becoming More Negative

Dina Esfandiary: Iranians want chan%g They just don’t want the
Trump administration’s version of it.

Iranian American Views
PAAIA: Congressional Hearings and Briefing

Brad Hanson was able to attend the presentations of PAAIA's 2018 National Public
Opinion Survey of Iranian Americans. You can contact him with any questions.

National Intelligence Briefing

Julian Barnes and David Sanger: U.S. Intelligence Chiefs Contradict
Trump on North Korea and Iran

Cristina Maza: Donald Trump Tells His Own Intelligence Chiefs To ‘Go Back To
School’ Over ‘Naive’ Assessment Of ‘Dangers Of Iran’

Worldwide Threat Assessment 2019

« “We continue to assess that Iran is not currently undertaking the key nuclear
weapons-development activities we judge necessary to produce a nuclear device.
However, Iranian officials have publicly threatened to reverse some of Iran’s Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) commitments—and resume nuclear
activities that the JCPOA limits—if Iran does not gain the tangible trade and
investment benefits it expected from the deal.”

« “Iran’s continued implementation of the JCPOA has extended the amount of time
Iran would need to produce enough fissile material for a nuclear weapon from a few
months to about one year.”

«“Iran’s re%ional ambitions and improved military capabilities almost certainly will
threaten US interests in the coming year, driven by Tehran’s perception of increasing

S, Saudi, and Israeli hostility, as well as continuing border insecurity, and the
influence of hardliners.”

« “We assess that Iran seeks to avoid a major armed conflict with Israel. However,
Israeli strikes that result in Iranian casualties increase the likelihood of Iranian
conventional retaliation a%ainst Israel, judging from Syrian-based Iranian forces’ firing
of rockets into the Golan Heights in May 2018 following an Israeli attack the previous
month on Iranians at Tiyas Airbase in Syria.”

David Sanger and Maggie Haberman: 50 G.O.P. Officials Warn Donald Trump
Would Put Nation’s Security ‘at Risk’

An article from 2016, but bears re-reading in view of Trump’s dismissal of his recent
dismissal of his own intelligence chiefs’ analysis.
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Missiles

Paul Sonne: Can Saudi Arabia produce ballistic missiles? Satellite
imagery raises suspicions.

Bolton’s Dangerous Influence
Elise Labott: John Bolton Is Living His Dream

Together the mementos represent more than an isolated policy victory lap. They are
realization of a 30-year career in which Bolton’s fierce unilateralism, long seen by
Washington foreign policy elites in both parties as fringy and dangerous, is now the
beating heart of America’s foreign policy under Trump. Since taking office Bolton has
quietly engineered a U.S. retrenchment from the international system — from pulling
out of international bodies such as the U.N Human Rights Council and the
International Criminal Court to scrapping arms-control treaties with Russia.

Eschatology

In the January edition of the Advocacy Bulletin we erroneously stated that the Shi'a
believe that at the end of time Muhammad will come back with Jesus to manage that
eternal reckoning of the human experience on earth. In fact it is not the prophet

Mohammad but rather the 12!1 Imam, Muhammad al-Mahdi who is to return.

Sonny Bunch: ‘First Reformed’ highlights the dangers of trading
religious faith for apocalyptic extremism

Poland and Trump's Diplomatic Dumpster Fire

David Herszenhorn and Nahal Toosi: Donald Trump’s Diplomatic
‘Dumpster Fire’ on Iran

Sina Toossi: The Warsaw Summit and Effective Multilateralism

Trita Parsi: Warsaw summit was a failure for Trump - but a win for
Netanyahu

Muhammad Sahimi: Pompeo, Bolton, And Iran’s “Fake Opposition”
One of the most important asr)ects of all such groups is that they have no significant
social base of support within Iran. Even in the diaspora a large majority of Iranians,
while opposing the clerics in Iran, reject economic sanctions, military threats, and
these groups’ support for the anti-Iranian policy of the Trump-MbS-Netanyahu
tnan\?\lle. Within Iran, the hostility of the tnan%le has actually transformed the ?enerally
pro-West Iranians into strong opponents of the three countries, to the point o
despising the three leaders and their governments.

Noa Landau: Netanyahu Leaks Video of Arab Leaders Blasting_'Toxic'
Iran in Discreef Discussion
In a video Netanyahu uploaded to his YouTube page countries like Bahrain and
Saudi Arabia say Iran blocked path to solving Israeli-Palestinian conflict

Munich and the Dressing Down of SU Iran Policy

Griff Witte and Michael Birnbaum: Trump foreign policy under attack
from all sides at European security conference

Javad Zarif Speech in Munich: Video and Text

Trump Middle East Policy Critique

Thomas Pickering and Suzanne Dimaggio: Correcting course on Iran:
Trlf_mp has left us painfully isolated; it's time to reorient our foreign
polic

1. Wit%’drawing from the deal has left the U.S. isolated and weakened the
international consensus on Iran.

2. Withdrawing from the deal is seriously damaging the transatlantic alliance.

3. Withdrawing from the deal risks undercutting the U.S. position in the global
financial system.

4. Withdrawing from the deal has put U.S. credibility on the line.

The likelihood of the Trump administration pursuing diplomacy aimed at delivering
the only sensible U.S. objective — an Iran without nuclear weapons and part of the
international community — is as elusive as ever. It's long past time for Congress to
exercise its oversight role and initiate a thorough review of the administration’s
dangerous Iran policy.

Sina Toossi: Trump's Middle East Policy is Both Immoral and Out of

Rather than view the Middle East through the lens of a zero-sum game for
dominance, the U.S. should be more adroit in its regional approach. A prudent
Middle East strategy should be centered on ceasing unconditional support for
regional autocrats and exercising diplomatic flexibility. The root issue with the U.S.
regional footprint today is excessive U.S. support for its regional patrons, which
encourages them to behave recklessly and in ways that endanger U.S. and regional
security—as evident in Saudi Arabia's brutal military campaign in Yemen, Qatar
blockade, attempt to topple the Lebanese government, assassination of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi, and torture of women's rights activists by top officials.

Iran nuclear deal could crumble in 2019

This will be a perilous year for the Iran nuclear deal and for smoldering U.S.-Iran
tensions, according to a report tied to the third anniversary of the deal's
implementation.

The big picture: The authors of the International Crisis Group (ICG) report argue that
Iran — which is still complying with the deal even though President Trump
abandoned it — is unlikely to simply walk away from the pact. But it will seek to inflict
pain on the U.S. as sanctions continue to bite, likely through military means. The
potential sources of escalation are many, and the risks are far more acute this year
than last. (Axios)

Is War with Iran Becoming More Likely?

Lara Seligman: How U.S. Mission Creep in Syria and Iraq_Could Trigger
War With Tran

One previously unreported port-a-potty incident from 2017 illustrates the risks of
Trump’s latest plan.

Iran Chat: Interview with Jim Lobe about the Likelihood of War with
ran

Pompeo as quoted on Fox News:“People don'’t recognize that Hizballah has active
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cells. The Iranians are impacting the L)eo le of Venezuela and throughout South
America. We have an obligation to take down that risk for America, and part of what
we'll talk about next week in Warsaw is certainly how we do that in South America
and all across the globe.”

David McKean and Patrick Granfield: Trump Is Moving Us Closer To War With Iran

ii_rlzn Il.obe and Ben Armbruster: \War Against Iran Becoming Ever More
Likely.

Omer Carmi: Iran’s Nuclear Roadmap for 2019: Pushing the JCPOA's
Boundaries
An Israeli security expert speculates on possible Iranian nuclear strategy in 2019

Joslh Lederman: Netanyahu appears to say war with Iran is the common
0a

This is an open meetin? with representatives of leading Arab countries that are
sitting down together with Israel in order to advance the common interest of war with
Iran,” Netanyahu said.

\I,Evsfandyar Batmanghelidj: The United States And Iran Are In A Quantum
Vvar

Jane Arraf: Trump Wants To Use Iraqi Base To Watch Iran. Now Iraqi
Parties Want U.S. Forces Out

Negotiation

Interview with Dr Hans Blix: The most important lesson in diplomacy is
not to humiliate

| feel it is important to say that the US is getting away with claiming they are
withdrawing from an agréement — it was not an agreement. The Joint Plan of Action
was not signed, nor termed a treaty or agreement because that could never be
submitted to the US Senate. It was very deliberate. A deal was agreed between
countries and given its legal binding force by the Security Council.

This deal then became bindiné; not only for those that negotiated it, but the whole of
the UN under force of Article 25 of the UN Charter. The Iran Deal is a legally binding
decision of the UN Security Council, not a multilateral agreement between six
countries. The US declared it will no Ionger abide by that decision. Therefore, it is
violatin%it illegally. They haven't stopped there — they are urging other countries to
violate the decision and impose sanctions on those who do not. This is an extreme
position of ignoring the World Order as it was established.

| am somewhat pessimistic on the Iran Deal because | think the US is so strongly
influenced by its links with Israel and Saudi Arabia. | don’t know whether | have
sufficient basis for the thought, but | think that Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and
the Saudis fear Iran as a stronger power in the Middle East. They worry about the
economic exgansion of Iran; that Iran will develop a more diversified economy. And
they want to hinder that.

My hunch is they want to use sanctions as a way of holding back the Iranians and
that they are, in fact, less worried about the nuclear issue.

S mr%/ general reflection from a IonF diplomatic life is one | always come back to: the
importance of avoiding humiliation. I'think diplomacy is sometimes associated with
exaggerated courtesy, crystal chandeliers, and what have you, but that is not the
essence of it. The essence of diplomacy is first to improve relations between States
and groups, to make them better, and more profitable. The second is to avoid
hitches, to avoid exacerbations and conflict. And third, when conflicts arise, to
mitigate, reduce, and solve them.

Why and How to Rejoin the JCPOA
Barbara Slavin: A Pro-Active New US Policy Toward Iran

llan Goldenberg and Eric Brewer: The Next U.S. President Should
Rejoin the Iran Nuclear Deal

John Glasser Comment: Note this sentence: “Since Tehran has decided that
abiding by the nuclear deal is in its interests despite Washington’s withdrawal, a U.S.
return and the corresponding sanctions relief would essentially be a unilateral
concession to Iran.”

As it should be! Or, to PUt it differently: rejoining the JCPOA as is should not be
framed as some kind of hit to our prestige for which we have to compensate by
demanding additional Iranian concessions. It is wrong to call it a unilateral
concession. It is a righting of a wrong.

Edward Levine Comment: [f the ﬁurpose of raising these issues would indeed be
to get the United States back into the JCPOA, rather than merely to create a new
reason for remaining outside the agreement, then we might usefully consider also
what “fixes” Iran might desire. For example, could we “build upon” the agreement to
make the removal of sanctions more effective in encouraging permitted economic
ties with Iran? An initial show of respect for the other party’s legitimate interests could
lessen the sense that this was just new anti-Iranian wine in old bottles.

Trita Parsi: America's Effort to Isolate Iran Will Backfire
}Jo_lhn Bolton and Mike Pompeo are pushing Trump down a proven path of
allure.

The question is not whether Bolton and Pompeo will succeed or not, but what they
will push Donald Trump to do once their failure is clear for all to see.

. . . by rejecting Iranian overtures and aiming to create a broad coalition to contain
Tehran [at Madrid conference], the United States was giving Iran strong incentives to

sabotage all of America’s policies in the Middle East. According to Indyk, the Iranians
had “every incentive to oppose” the peace process.

Sanctions
US issues new Iran sanctions 24/1/18
Elnur Baghishov: European SMEs ready for oil co-op with Iran

Deb Riechmann and Matthew Lee: Trump warns Europeans not to try to evade
Iran sanctions

Jonathan Tirone: U.S. Hits a Wall in Efforts to Turn the Screws on Iran

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj: New Dynamics in China-lran Trade Under
Sanctions

U.N. nuclear watchdog warns against pressuring_it on inspections

SPV now INSTEX
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From the U.K,, France and Germany: "Joint statement on the new mechanism
to facilitate trade with Iran: French, German and UK Foreign Ministers announce
the creation of 'INSTEX' a new mechanism for facilitating legitimate trade with Iran in
order to preserve the Iran nuclear deal" The details

Ellie Geranmayeh & Esfandyar Batmanghelidj: Trading with Iran via the special
purpose vehicle: How it can work

Joint statement on the new European mechanism to facilitate trade
with Tran

Joint E3 FMs statement on #SPV #INSTEX:

-> Focused initially on sectors most essential to Iranian population

-> Longer term aim to open to 3rd countries

-> Iran needs to create transparent counterpart entity

-> |ran expected to implement FATF roadmap

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj: Europe Protects Itself From Trump’s Caprice
The ‘special purpose vehicle’ for Iran is a strike for greater economic sovereignty.

Naysan Rafati and Ali Vaez: Europe Tests the Boundaries on Iran
A New Trade Vehicle Could Preserve the Nuclear Deal’s Core Bargain

INSTEX risks causing Iranian disappointment if it fails and American anger if it
succeeds. But the effort to set it up and the wider consensus on supporting the
JCPOA are significant. As tensions between Tehran and Washington continue to rise,
Europe’s intervention may help defer the renewal of a nuclear crisis that would
dramatically escalate the stakes.

Sascha Lohmann: Extraterritorial U.S. Sanctions
Only Domestic Courts Could Effectively Curb the Enforcement of U.S. Law Abroad

Medea Benjamin And Nicolas J S Davies: US Iran sanctions make
Europeans challenge dollar hegemony.

Embargos and Regime Change

Trita Parsi and Sina Toossi: Beware the Foreign Regime Change
Charlatans

No doubt, the people of Iran deserve freedom, dignity, and a representative
government that empowers rather than represses them. But the regime change
cottage industry in Washington is not dominated by genuine democrats. It is in the
hands of exiled wannabe rulers like Kian and foreign powers like Saudi Arabia,
wh(iich, like Bolton and Pompeo, seek to misuse America’s military might for their own
ends.

Nicholas Kristof: The Embargo on Cuba Failed. Let's Move On.

Consider theJaersistence of North Korea and Cuba, and there’s an argument that
sanctions and isolation preserve regimes rather than topple them. China teaches us
not to be naive about economic engagement toppling dictators, but on balance
tougsts and investors would be more of a force for change than a seventh decade of
embargo.

Nadereh Chamlou: [ran’s Economic Performance Since the 1979
Revolution

Comparison of Iran’s economic development since 1979 in relation to similar
economies: Turkey, Vietham, and Korea. Iran’s growth over the 4 decades is real,
but :aqkluster compared with peers and its potential. Very useful graphs, tables and
analysis.

Human Rights

Haleh Esfandiari: Iran and the Women’s Question

Holly Dagres; As Iranian Youth Evolve, So Do Their Means of
Communicatin
During the 1990s, it was a novelty to have a dozen satellite channels. Now Iranians
boast of having at least 700, of which over 180 are Persian language satellite
channels or PLSCs. Iranian youth watch Western channels not just for news and
entertainment, but also to learn English.

Smart phones are no Ionger‘]ust for texting, calls and selfies. In Iran, they are
weapons of documentation, turning anyone with a cell phone and access to social
media or a messaging app into a citizen journalist

Despite an electric curtain on the internet, Iran has over 56 million internet users, the
largest such cohort in the Middle East.

Trita Parsi And Stephen Wertheim: Democratic Elites Silence Ilhan
Omar At Their Peril

Balancing the Interests of
History, Geography and Security

Kayhan Barzegar: Persia Is Back, but in a Different Form

Iran perceives an active presence in its broader security zone as necessary for
creating sustainable security and enhancing national power. Yet in this process, Iran
is likely to gradually shift from a hard military presence to a soft presence and seek to
build up good relations with friendly states and political forces in the region.

Contrary to the US view, Iran’s growing regional influence does not have to come at
the expense of the West’s and its allies’ interests. . . .

Both the West and the East will one day need a strong Iran for the sake of a regional
balance of power and to counter new security threats with global ramifications, such
as battling extremist forces and terrorist groups and other disorders stemming from
failed states in the Middle East.

NPR: How the CIA Overthrew Iran’s Democracy in Four Days

Mahsa Rouhi : From Rogue to Regular
What will it take for Washington to accept Iran as a “normal” state?

In the da¥s following 9/11, Iran helped the United States fight their mutual enemy, the

Taliban. Through secret back channels, the two countries Initiated cooperation that

lasted through the initial phase of the war. But the goodwill didn’t beget goodwill, as

U.S. President George \W. Bush promised in 1989. In January 2002, his son, in his

State of the Union address, named Iran as part of an “axis of evil.” As Ryan Crocker,

Lhetn a senior State Department official, recalled, “One word in one speech changed
istory.

If the United States genuinely wants Iran to scale back and eventually abandon its
aggressive regional policies, it must recognize that Iran will not become a normal
state until it is treated like one. Washington should beﬁin by doing away with the
exceptionalism that defines “rogue” on the basis of whether it originates in Tehran.
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Assal Rad: The Lasting Lessons Of The Iranian Revolution

Dina Esfandiary: Iranians want change. They just don’t want the Trump
administration’s'version of it.

Ending the Muslim Ban

Marcelo Rochabrun: Trump Order Will Block 500,000 Legal U.S.
Residents From Returning to America From Trips Abroad

In banning newcomers from seven countries from entering the United States for the
next 90 days, the president has used language that will affect those who are in the
U.S. already on visas and green cards.

NIAC Proposed Action on Muslim Ban

28 Januar%/ 2099 Sen. Chris Murpt;y and Rep. Judy Chu introduced legislation to
terminate this ban on Trump identified nationalities from entering the US. NIAC has
created this link to facilitate advocacy with your Senators about ending the ban.

Jason Rezaian Video: My Entire Life Has Been Put on Hold

Media

Terry Gross: Interview of Jason Rezaian

#FreeJason; The Inside Story of the Post’s Role in Global Efforts to
Free Jason Rezaian from Iran

American Iranian Council Weekly Digest

Fake News Program in Israel Promotes JCPOA Misinformation
Ladane Nasseri: This happened in a security conference in Israel earlier this week.
One of my colleagues was covering this event.

Needless to say that their "news flash" led to some alarmist reactions and frantic
calls from our side to Iran govt offices and the IAEA for verification. As unlikely as it
was considering the timing and the source, it wasn't something we could risk
ignoring.

Their news flash used a real Israel Channel 2 anchor, with their usual logo and jingle.
And it's only at the very end that he got the organizers to confirm that it had been
"fake ngyvs . Supposedly an exercise to see how the various panelists recommend
responding.

NIAC Briefing on the Hill re Trump’s Middle East Policy.

Erin Cunningham: Iran’s suf)reme leader says ‘Death to America’
actually means to Trump, Bolton and Pompeo

William Branigin: We were covering the Iranian revolution. A single
gunshot still haunts me.

Thomas Erdbrink: The Iran Revolution at 40: From Theocracy to

‘Normality’

Narges Bajoghli: Iran’s Other Generation Gap, 40 Years On

Fact Check

In his State of the Union Address, President Trump thumped an old
familiar line about Iran: “To ensure this corrupt dictatorship never acquires nuclear
weapons, | withdrew the United States from the disastrous Iran nuclear deal. And last fall, we put in
place the toughest sanctions ever imposed on a country.”

His bluster was fact-checked by Vox.

Qid Trump Org help Launder Money for Iran’s Revolutionary Guard?
es.

Deconstructing Pompeo/Pence Magical Thinking in Warsaw

MISSION STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and
Iranians through education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in
Iran.

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education,
outreach, and cultural diplomacy.

PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding
Principles for our advocacy efforts toward improving relationships between Iran and the United
States, and their peoples.

1. Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of
friendship, inclusiveness and world peace. As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special
responsibility.

2. Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries
and their citizens.

3. Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic
ties reinforces international cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict. .

4. Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues.

5. Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts. Peace is built and sustained through voluntary
agreement and consent.

GROUND RULES:

1. The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this
subject. Itis a way to share ideas, information, and opportunities for action. The Bulletin is
archived on the website.

2. PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication. The editor decides which articles
are selected for publication. Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’'s Mission,
Values, and Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the current state of Iran advocacy issues,
may be posted in PCIA's Facebook group.

3. Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release
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question answered, "I consent/do not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy

Bulletin distribution and PCIA archives." If consent is given, statements issued to the public will be

identified as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board.

4. Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help

readers understand issues.

5. The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based.

Whenever possible citations and links to web-based articles should be included in the articles.

6. Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board positions.

However, members of the Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and request

endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be posted in the Advocacy Bulletin will be

identified as such.

Donations to PCIA Welcome

In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps Iran Association, please

consider making a donation. This can be done either via check or Pay Pal.

PCIA Links:

Membership and Donations

Pay Pal Donations

PCIA Web Site

The opinions of the in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the

board of PCIA. Contributions to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to

the editor at AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org.
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