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The Cyrus Cylinder Jis_sS 43l siul or Cyrus Charter JisosS s was discovered
under the foundation of a Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest
time capsule on record. It commemorates Cyrus’ victory over Babylonia in 539 BC
and sets out the rights of subjects in his expanding empire. It is often
commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in the world.
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Israel-lran Military Exchanges Complicate Everything
By Carolyn Yale, Shiraz 1974-76

Uncertainty in the Middle East has ratcheted up after Iran’s impressive airstrike on Israel
(320 drones and missiles) and Israel’s measured response, targeted at a military facility
near Isfahan. It remains to be seen whether the two countries will back off or continue
sparring that is likely to escalate in this highly volatile arena. The fact that almost all
(97%) of the missiles and drones aimed at Israel were intercepted raises questions: Did
Iran anticipate this outcome and perhaps intend only a warning? Was it a
miscalculation? Was the scenario engineered by the US? With Russian assistance?
After days of deliberation, Israel’s response seemed more warning than effort to inflict
serious damage. For a moment attention was not focused on Gaza. But Gaza looms in
the expanded picture—in the near-term, Israel’s assault on the Palestinians’ ‘last
refuge,” Rafah. Longer-term prospects are conjecture.

For its part, Congress has been working through legislation that further would tighten
sanctions and reduce the administration’s ability to negotiate with Iran through
diplomatic channels. Atthe same time, legislation authorizing another $26 billion in



unrestricted military aid to Israel passed Congress; President Biden’s signature is the
one certainty of the month. Of the many “Iran” bills before Congress right now, most
would crack down on Iran: imposing a ban on travel to Iran, expanding the net of
sanctions, narrowing the window for diplomacy and increasing Congressional
‘oversight.”

US diplomacy in the Middle East excludes Iran except in the sense that measures are
negotiated to contain Iran. There are many versions of Iran’s intent in the region and
reasons for backing allies: precursor to regional hegemony? opposition to US
‘interference’? defense of fellow Shi'as? Laws that cut off contact with Iran render us
free to act based on ignorance and conjecture — often driven by animus. Experience
shows that, far from bringing Iran to heel, efforts to isolate and debilitate Iran have been
counterproductive (e.g., Iran’s growing trade with China). Especially with nuclear
weapons, potentially catastrophic decisions should not be based on guesswork. We rely
on voluntary cooperation with respect to Iran’s nuclear facility inspection and reporting.
Facing Israeli threats Iran briefly closed its nuclear facilities to inspection by the IAEA.
(See comments from IAEA Director Grossi.

Having said that, conventional weapons can do equal harm: Witness Gaza. Then review
Palestinian and Israeli experience over the years. Israel has entered the 215t century as
a prosperous modern nation; many Palestinians are refugees, few enjoy the rights and
freedoms granted Israelis. If there is negotiation that succeeds in quieting this conflict,
will it resemble the pattern of the past: de facto or explicit 'land for peace' deals that
have briefly held, all the while exercising control over Palestinians? In the US the Arab
/Palestinian experience of that history is suppressed and overwritten by the Jewish
version. Deeply held and conflicting versions are in the streets and on college
campuses today. We should hear both.

Palestine and the Dream of Peace

Originally broadcast on WAMC 2024/4/9
By Stephen /Gottlieb, Shiraz 1965-67

Neither Israel, Hamas nor the Palestinians are working for peace. If Israel wanted peace
it would have throttled the so-called “settlers” years ago and protected the Palestinian
population. Hamas made its aversion to peace obvious in the brutality of their Oct. 7
attack — they got what they wanted in Israel’'s brutal response. The Palestinians are
caught in the middle but constantly irritated by incursions on their lives and homes. The
surrounding countries made peace almost impossible by excluding refugees and
keeping the Palestinians as an uprooted and largely homeless people whose needs are
focused on their devotion to their lost land. Peace? It's been no more than a cruel joke.
What Israel and Hamas are looking for is ethnic cleansing, to push each other out dead
or alive — yes it’s different from genocide but it stinks nevertheless.

| served this country as a Peace Corps Volunteer in a Muslim country, and on my way
home, so | could visit Israel, flew directly from Tehran, in Iran, to Tel Aviv in Israel — yes
it was possible in those days. | have friends on both sides. Only peace, shalom or
salaam, could stanch my tears. There is in fact a local group of wonderful people who
include both terms for peace in their title. And | have been working with a group of Jews


https://www.niacouncil.org/news_publications/irresponsible-votes-today-and-this-week-on-iran-legislation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ4655au4NE

in the Capital Region also seeking peace. Oh may that goal prevail. Or am | and many
like me doomed to bathe in our own tears.

So what?

No American president until Biden has willingly twisted Israel’'s arm. It’s time. | think
Biden should condition all forms of continued American support on ending the settler
program, returning lands taken by settlers from settled Palestinians, and a total cease
fire, provided Hamas observes the cease fire and returns the hostages. If Hamas
doesn’t observe those terms, blame for whatever happens to Gaza’s people is on
Hamas, and let the press keep asking when Hamas will stop. Israel doesn’t understand
the blame dynamics but America could turn the PR on its head. If the Israeli government
doesn'’t listen, the Israeli people will pay a horrible price, but we’ll have done our best to
prevent it. | want to see Israel survive. But it can’t be at any price. This conflict hurts
America, innocent Muslims and American and worldwide Jewry. I'm not interested in
arguments about who was in Palestine first — that’s irrelevant to people trying to live
there. The conflict has to stop regardless of who is “right.”

Frankly, | don’t think there are any honest brokers in the Middle East. But America does
have a stake because it has been deeply involved and because most of us care for a
variety of reasons about what happens to Israel and what happens to Palestine and
Gaza. And because of our historic support of Israel, America does have the ability to
affect developments there. We should use it.

We Need More Cognitive Empathy

By Paul Barker, Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran 1971-76

Events over recent weeks have underscored the impressive inability of leaders to
accept that politicians in other countries are motivated to act by the same pressures and
emotions as themselves.

British Foreign Secretary David Cameron: [The April 13 attack on Israel was] a reckless
and dangerous thing for Iran to have done. And | think the whole world can see—all
these countries that have somehow wondered, well, you know, what is the true nature
of Iran?—It’s there, in black and white.
British journalist Kay Burley: What would Britain do if a hostile nation flattened one of
our consulates?
Cameron: Well, we would take, uh, you know, we would take, the, very strong action.
Burley: And Iran would say that that’s what they did.
Cameron: Well, what they did, as | said, was a massive attack...

—Sky News, earlier this week

On 1 April 2024 Israel dramatically expanded its long simmering military confrontation
with Iran with an attack on an Iranian diplomatic facility in Damascus that killed thirteen
people including three top Iranian generals. Twelve days later Iran responded with a
clearly telegraphed large scale attack of over 300 drones, cruise and ballistic missiles
targeting Israeli military facilities. Only a fraction of these missiles reached Israeli
airspace and only a nine, or 3% of the total, reportedly reached their destinations
without being intercepted. Negligible damage was reportedly inflicted, with the


https://nonzero.substack.com/p/the-kay-burley-path-to-world-peace?utm_source=substack&publication_id=17302&post_id=143745947&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&triedRedirect=true

exception of a Bedouin girl who was seriously injured when falling debris penetrated the
roof of her home in the Negev.

Things have gotten sadly yet more complicated in April. Part of what we are seeing
unfold in the cycle of Israel/lran strikes and counter strikes is emotional short-term
thinking without an achievable longer term goal from either side. Neither country can
defeat the other militarily, yet neither side wants to let the other side have the last word
in the confrontation. Will Israel be content with its apparently modest strike on an
airfield outside Isfahan? Will Iran feel its honor demands a proportionate or greater
response to the latest Israeli action?

How do we interpret the significance of the Iranian missile attack on Israeli military
sites? Was it a) a resounding success for Israel which together with the US, UK and
Jordan managed to shoot down 97% of the 320 drones and missiles that Iran launched
in its direction? [At least 9 ballistic missiles reportedly landed in Israel, so the earlier
claim of a 99% rate of shooting them down was exaggerated.] Or was itb) a
resounding success for Iran which was able to send a significant swarm of lower tech
drones and missiles towards Israel while providing ample advance warning to Israel and
other countries that the attack was coming, thus maximizing their ability to largely
neutralize it? [A future Iranian attack would not come with such clear warning and
would likely include their most advanced missiles, portending a more dire scenario for
Israel.] Or was it ¢) a significantly more successful attack than Israel is willing to admit,
with some of Iran's advanced, multi-warhead missiles inflicting impressive damage?
[This claim is made by Scott Ritter.] Or was it d) a brilliant US Pentagon orchestrated
event which encouraged the Iranian attack while also coordinating a multi-nation, high
tech anti-missile response? [Seymour Hersh has made this argument.] Perhaps itis all
of these things in some measure, but the net effect is that the old rules on the
boundaries of acceptable risk and retaliation have been broken and the new rules that
guide what Israel and Iran think they can and must do are not yet clear and the moment
is going to be quite dangerous for some time.

It is noteworthy that over 350 civil society organizations in Iran have spoken out against
the dangers of war inherent in the paths being followed by the Iranian and Israeli
governments. We cannot afford to conflate governments with the people they claim to
represent.

Israel-Iran Missile Attacks

The War Games of Israel and Iran: While Netanyahu and the Islamic Republic
exchange ballistic “messages,” the question of Palestine demands the moral and
strategic courage of actual statesmen. David Remnick, The New Yorker, 2024/4/19

Iran and Israel’s shadow war has lasted years: Key moments before the attack,
Annabelle Timsit and Sammy Westfall, WAPO, 2024/4/15

Iran Has Defined Its Red Line With Israel, Sina Azodi, Foreign Policy, 2024/4/14

Iran’s Attack and the New Escalatory Cycle in the Middle East: Whatever happens
short-term in tit-for-tat operations, a military threshold has been crossed. Yet neither
side can “win” against the other. Robin Wright, USIP, 2024/4/16
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Iran’s “Limited Response” Pleases Hardliners and Used Channels with the US:
Iran used Turkish and Swiss intermediaries to communicate with Washington in
advance how it would calibrate its attack on Israel, Saeed Azimi, Stimson Center,
2024/4/15

The unspoken story of why Israel didn’t clobber Iran, David Ignatius, WAPO.
2024/4/19

Iran vs Israel: A look at their air forces amid fears of extended conflict, Reuters,
2024/4/18

Can Israel and Iran Step Back From the Brink? A Conversation With Ali Vaez and
Suzanne Maloney, Foreign Affairs, 2024/4/18

Myth of Israel’s Moral Army, Avner Gvaryahu, Foreign Affairs, 2024/3/4

Iranian Politics, Policy

Iran’s Order of Chaos: How the Islamic Republic is Remaking the Middle East,
Suzanne Maloney, Foreign Affairs, 2024/4/8

Iran’s young ‘super-revolutionaries’ lay claim to legacy of Islamic revolt, Financial
Times, 2024/3/22

Iranians Celebrate Norouz At Secular Sites Amid Mosque Closures, Majid
Mohammadi, Iran International, 2024/3/26

Twenty-seven die in militant attacks on Iran security forces, Reuters, 2024/4/4

Iran Carefully Weighs Response to Israeli Attack in Damascus: Iran is caught
between a perceived need to retaliate to preserve its internal authority while fearing to
escalate the conflict into full-scale war, Shahir Shahidsaless, Stimson Center, 2024/4/5

Iran seizes Israel-linked carqo ship as world braces for revenge attack, 2024/4/14

Israel: GPS disabled and IDF leave cancelled over Iran threat, Hugo Bachega and Sean
Seddon, BBC, 2024/4/4

Iranian Civil Society Statements on Preventing War
Statements from Iranian Civil Society on Dangers of War, VOA, MIAAN Group

Urgent Call from Iranian Civil Society and Pro-Democracy Activists to Avoid War

The recent Iranian retaliatory strikes against Israel risk a large-scale conflict that threatens the
stability of the Middle East and beyond. This memo covers voices from Iranian civil and pro-
democracy activists, as well as labor unions, expressing strong opposition to war and call for
de-escalation and peace.

The collective message from Iranian civil society and labor unions is a resounding rejection of
war. We urge policymakers, international organizations, and global leaders to heed the voices of
those who stand to lose the most from war—voices advocating for peace, stability, and the
preservation of human rights within Iran and the region.
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Labor Unions’ Warnings

Statements from four independent labor unions—the Free Union of Iranian Workers, The
Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers' Trade Associations, The Group of United Retirees,
and the Council of Retirees of Iran—collectively warn against the devastating impacts of war.

1. The Free Union of Iranian Workers: This union described Iran’s recent attack on Israel
as "adventurous," noting:

"The government has embarked on a war that, with the potential expansion of its
scope and depth, will turn a 90-million-strong society into scorched earth."

2. The Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers' Trade Associations: This association
expressed concerns about the broader implications of a full-scale war, stating:

"It is evident that the interests of neither of the two nations suffering under religious
and fascist governments will be met, and displacement and poverty will plague
people who are already struggling to meet the bare minimums of life."

3. The Group of United Retirees: This group highlighted the dire circumstances facing the
Iranian populace, indicating:
"The people of Iran are now unwillingly on the verge of a devastating war that is about
to turn the lives of the deprived people of Iran and the region into a complete
nightmare."

4. The Council of Retirees of Iran: They emphasized the additional burdens war places on
vulnerable populations, including:

"Workers, retirees, women and children, teachers and students, and rural residents
lacking water and land are exposed to more suppression under the pretext of war."
They added:

"Alongside all groups, organizations, and the majority of society, which is weary of
war, we declare to the initiators of this war that this war and tension have nothing to
do with the benefit of the people and their lives and are against our interests and as a
result, this crisis must be ended as soon as possible."

Civil Society's Plea Against “Warmongering”

A group of over 350 Iranian civil society activists, have issued a letter unequivocally stating “no
to warmongering.” They emphasize the detrimental impacts of war, which not only threatens the
well-being of citizens but also devastates infrastructure and obstructs sustainable development.

The letter states:

"We, the signatories of this statement, while believing in the necessity of promoting
peace discourse in the conflict-ridden and bloodied Middle East, express grave concern
about any action by the Islamic Republic of Iran that may increase the flames of war in
the region, oppress people domestically, and further securitize the atmosphere.

We warn against the warmongering approaches of other governments. We condemn
any aggression on our homeland, Iran, under any pretext and insist on the necessity of a
ceasefire in the Gaza conflict and the advancement of peace negotiations.

We, civil activists, believe that the discourse of democracy-seeking is intertwined with
'No to War,' and this discourse has no relation to warmongering currents, whether in the
position of the Islamic Republic or in the guise of opposition.

The experience of war in the Middle East and Central Asia shows that war, besides
endangering the lives of citizens, destroys the country's infrastructure and is not a
suitable solution for sustainable development.

Therefore, supporting war under any pretext is unjustifiable. In an atmosphere where the


https://ir.voanews.com/a/independent-unions-in-iran-condemned-iri-attack-against-israel-and-say-it-is-againt-people/7569770.html
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domestic suppression policies of the Islamic Republic on one hand, and its inefficient
and undemocratic foreign policy on the other, are leading the country towards ruin.”

Nasrin Sotoudeh's Call for Peaceful Solutions

Prominent dissident lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh has taken to social media to voice her opposition
to war, referencing the Islamic Republic’s direct attack on Israel.

She stated:

"We do not want war under any name. We cannot justify the military attack on the
Iranian consulate in Damascus with any perspective, just as we cannot justify the
hostage-taking of members of the US embassy 44 years ago.

South Africa's action and its complaint against Israel's actions at the International
Criminal Court is a 'wise' strategy, which, according to her, made the actions of the past
seven months of this government 'subject to examination as crimes against humanity
and genocide.'

The recent actions of the Islamic Republic have shifted attention from the 'illegal actions
of Israel' to the adventures of the Islamic Republic of Iran."

Crackdown on Civil Society and Anti-war Voices

In the wake of the attack on Israel, the Iranian government has also intensified its suppression
of dissent. The judiciary has issued summons to several political activists, media personalities,
and publications for their criticism of Iran's actions. Notably, individuals such as Hossein
Dehbashi, Abbas Abdi, and Yashar Soltani face allegations of "disturbing the public’s mental
security."

o Hossein Dehbashi, a documentary filmmaker and journalist, expressed skepticism about
the effectiveness of the attack on social media, questioning its success and the
implications for Iran's defensive capabilities.

o Abbas Abdi, a journalist and political activist, articulated his stance in the Etemad
newspaper, arguing that the costs of war outweigh the benefits, even in victory. He
posited that the attack was a reactionary measure and that Iran should refrain from
further response.

o Despite publishing his views prior to the Revolutionary Guards' assault, the judiciary has
targeted the Etemad newspaper for this piece.

o Similarly, the Tehran Prosecutor's Office has lodged complaints against the Jahan-e
Sanat newspaper, which voiced concerns over the economic ramifications of Iran-Israel
tensions and the subsequent market downturn, actions deemed by the judiciary as
threats to public and economic stability.

e Moreover, the Revolutionary Guards' Intelligence Organization has vowed to take
decisive action against any online expressions of support for Israel, urging citizens to
report such instances to their cyber unit. They assert that online support for Israel has
offended the Iranian populace.

These crackdowns follow ongoing repression of civil society, which has been intensified since
the start of the Women, Life, Freedom Movement.

US Politics, Policy

How to Prevent All-out War Between Iran and Israel, Barbara Slavin, Stimson
Center, 2024/4/16

Iran might have been better advised to let Netanyahu continue to dig a bigger hole for
himself rather than changing the subject and making Israel the perceived victim,
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The Kay Burley Path to World Peace, Robert Wright, The Earthling, 2024/4/19

Legislation
Irresponsible Votes This Week on Iran Bills, NIAC, 2024/4/15

Missiles, Nuclear

A Military Solution To A Political Problem: How the Pentagon engineered a fake war
to prevent a real one, Seymour Hersh, Subtrack, 2024/4/17

Iran gave one of the greatest military displays in recent history, Scott Ritter
interviewed by George Galloway, Youtube

What you need to know about the Iranian attack on Israel but will not find in your
mainstream news provider, Gilbert Doctorow, political analyst based in Brussels,
2024/4/15

"Retaliation Against Iranian Nuclear Sites Would Be Counterproductive,” Kelsey
Davenport, Arms Control Association, 2024/4/

Iran’s Nuclear Crisis Has No Military Solution: Whether Tehran weaponizes its program
remains tied to threat perceptions by political leadership. Sina Azodi, Foreign Policy,
2024/4/18

With Nuclear Deal Dead, Containing Iran Grows More Fraught, David Sanger, NYT,
2024/4/15

Region

Iranian envoy highlights West’s reluctance in Afghanistan stability efforts, Tehran
Times, 2024/4/1

Iran to deploy new technologies to fortify eastern border security, Tehran Times,
2024/4/1

Gaza war helps Iran repair image in region—but for how long? Amwaj, 2024/3/29

Discussion on Impact of Israel-Hamas War, C-Span, 2024/3/17, with Barbara
Slavin

Iran and U.S. Wage Shadow War Behind Gaza Conflict, Intercepted, 2024/3/27

Economics

Broad US sanctions on Iran have failed, have tightened regime’s grip, Kate Winston, SP
Global, 2024/3/21

US sanctions on Iran have not worked as intended, in part because comprehensive sanctions
are so difficult to remove that they no longer motivate Iran to change its behavior

Iran’s Currency Hits a New Low, AP, 2024/3/24
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Iran Releases Environmentalists Amid Ongoing Human Rights Concerns. NIAC,
2024/4/9

Media

‘Brutal stabbing’ of exiled Iranian journalist prompts counterterror
investigation, Joshua Berlinger, CNN, 2024/3/30

Human Rights
Death of Former Political Prisoner Sparks Concern in Iran, IranWire, 2024/4/1

In Iran, Bahai minority faces persecution even after death, France 24, 2024/3/22

Time Magazine Names Narges Mohammadi Among the World’s 100 Most
Influential People of 2024

History

Evolution and Change in Iranian Foreign Policy: From Ideology-Orientedness to
Pragmatism, Cenap CAKMAK, Academia.edu, 2013/7/12

ADVOCACY MISSION STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and Iranians
through education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in Iran.
ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, and
cultural diplomacy.

PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding Principles
for our advocacy efforts toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, and their
peoples.

1. Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship,
inclusiveness and world peace. As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.
2. Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and
their citizens.

3. Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties
reinforces international cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict. .

4. Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues.

5. Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts. Peace is built and sustained through voluntary
agreement and consent.

GROUND RULES:

1. The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this
subject. Itis a way to share ideas, information, and opportunities for action. The Bulletin is archived
on the website.

2. PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication. The editor decides which articles are
selected for publication. Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s Mission, Values, and
Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the current state of Iran advocacy issues, may be posted
in PCIA’s Facebook group.

3. Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question
answered, "l consent/do not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin
distribution and PCIA archives." If consent is given, statements issued to the public will be identified
as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board.

4. Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help
readers understand issues.


https://www.niacouncil.org/human_rights_tracker/a-step-towards-justice-iran-releases-environmentalists-amid-ongoing-human-rights-concerns/
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/03/30/uk/pouria-zeraati-stabbing-intl/index.html?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/03/30/uk/pouria-zeraati-stabbing-intl/index.html?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://iranwire.com/en/women/126841-death-of-former-political-prisoner-sparks-concern-in-iran/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240322-in-iran-bahai-minority-faces-persecution-even-after-death
https://time.com/6965015/narges-mohammadi-2024/
https://time.com/6965015/narges-mohammadi-2024/
https://www.academia.edu/4028614/Evolution_and_Change_in_Iranian_Foreign_Policy_From_Ideology_Orientedness_to_Pragmatism?email_work_card=title
https://www.academia.edu/4028614/Evolution_and_Change_in_Iranian_Foreign_Policy_From_Ideology_Orientedness_to_Pragmatism?email_work_card=title

5. The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based. Whenever
possible citations and links to web-based articles should be included in the articles.

6. Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board

positions. However, members of the Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and
request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be posted in the Advocacy Bulletin will be
identified as such.

The opinions in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the Board of
PCIA. Letters and contributions to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to
the editor at Paul@peacecorpsiran.org.

Donations to PCIA Welcome: In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps
Iran Association, please consider making a donation.



mailto:Paul@peacecorpsiran.org
https://peace-corps-iran-association-npca.silkstart.com/campaigns
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