Dooreh-ye Ketaab
2017-2018

Marks, Mary, (PCV) Walled In Walled Out: A Young American Woman in Iran (2017) *

Hegland, Mary, (PCV) Days of Revolution: Political Unrest in an Iranian Village (2013) *

Keech, Rea, (PCV) A Hundred Veils (2017) *

Parsi, Trita, Losing an Enemy: Obama, Iran, and the Triumph of Diplomacy (2017) *

Hillmann., Michael, (PCV) A Lonely Woman: Forugh Farrokhzad and Her Poetry (1985) *

Limbert, John, (PCV) Negotiating with Iran: Wrestling the Ghosts of History (2009) *

2019

Klobe, Tom, (PCV) A Young American in Iran (2014) *

Ghaffari, Rabeah, To Keep the Sun Alive (2019) *

Erlich, Reese, The Iran Agenda Today: The Real Story Inside Iran and What’s Wrong with U. S. Policy

(2019) *

O’Donnell, Terence, Garden of the Brave in War (1980)

Karim, Persis, Let Me Tell You Where I've Been: New Writing by Women of the Iranian Diaspora

(2006) *

Jobrani, Maz, I’'m Not a Terrorist But I've Played One on TV: Memoirs of a Middle Eastern Funny Man

(2016) *



2020

Crook, Jay, (PCS) Ambling Through Life (2015) *

Darznik, Jasmin, Song of a Captive Bird (2018) *

Devine, David, (PCV) Persian Mosaic (2001) *

Farmanfarmaian, Sattareh, with Dona Munker, Daughter of Persia (1992)

Jerome, Carole, The Man in the Mirror (1988) *

Rezaian, Jason, Prisoner (2019) *
2021

Azar, Shokoofeh. The Enlightenment of the Greengage Tree (2020) *

Bahrampour, Tara. To See and See Again (1999) *

Briskin, Dennis (PCV). The Face of Iran Before (2020) *

Harris, Kevan, A Social Revolution: Politics and the Welfare State in Iran (2017) *

Limbert, John (PCV) and Marc Grossman, Believers: Love and Death in Tehran (2020) *

Maghbouleh, Neda, The Limits of Whiteness: Iranian Americans and the Everyday Politics of Race (2017)*

Phinney, Alice Preston (PCV), Yekke bude yekke na bude (1975)

2022

Ansary, Nina, Jewels of Allah: The Untold Story of Women in Iran (2015)

Bakhash, Shaul, The Fall of Reza Shah (2021) *

Gaughan, Joan (PCV) The Shuster Mission to Iran: Leaving Something Worthwhile Behind (2021) *

Goode, James (PCV), Living, Loving Iran: A Memoir (2021) *

Kahn, Margaret, Children of the Jinn: The Story of My Search for the Kurds and their Country (1980) *

Pezeshkzad, Iraj, Hafez in Love (2021) *


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Social-Revolution-Politics-Welfare-State/dp/0520280822/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Iran+Harris&qid=1600194879&sr=8-1

2024

The results are in and below is the list of six books chosen by members of the Dooreh-ye Ketaab to be
read in 2024. Each of the six authors has agreed to participate in the discussion of his/her book. The
Dooreh is open to anyone who is interested. No additional obligations implied. Please join us on Zoom
whenever your schedule allows.

January 10

Hakakian, Roya, A Beginner's Guide to America: For the Immigrant and the Curious (2022) A stirring,
witty, and poignant glimpse into the bewildering American immigrant experience from someone who
has lived it. Into the maelstrom of unprecedented contemporary debates about immigrants in the
United States, this perfectly timed book gives us a portrait of what the new immigrant experience in
America is really like. Hakakian a what those who settle here love about the country, what they miss
about their homes, the cruelty of some Americans, and the unceasing generosity of others. She captures
the texture of life in a new place in all its complexity, laying bare both its beauty and its darkness as she
discusses race, sex, love, death, consumerism, and what it is like to be from a country that is in
America's crosshairs.

March 13

Rad, Assal, The State of Resistance: Politics, Identity and Culture in Modern Iran (2022) Rad examines a
country that is often misunderstood. Using innovative multi-disciplinary methods, she investigates the
formation of an Iranian national identity over the last century and, significantly, the role of Iranian
people in defining the contours of that identity. By employing popular culture, Rad aims to rediscover
the ordinary Iranian in studies of contemporary Iran, demonstrating how identity was shaped by music,
literature, and film. Both accessible in style and meticulously researched, her work cultivates a more
holistic picture of Iranian politics and society, showing how the Iran of the past is intimately connected
to that of the present.

May 8

Arvin, Amir, The Mirror Years (2022) In this diary/novel, forty-year-old Pedram, an Iranian immigrant
living in Sweden, suffers a mid-life crisis following his birthday. He is troubled by the loss of his best
friend, but he cannot remember how he lost him. He decides to review his diaries from post-
revolutionary Iran and takes us on a personal, revelatory, psychological journey through his family,
school years, university, political and philosophical discussions with a cast of fascinating characters that
provide a backdrop to growing up at the time in Iran.

July 10

Frame, Margaret A., Passage to Persia — Writings of an American Doctor During Her Life in Iran, 1929-
1957 (2014) In 1929 Adelaide Kibbe was a 27-year-old missionary physician who set out from New York,
headed for Iran. It would be 28 years before she returned home, and during the ensuing decades she
would see huge changes in her adopted country. Through her letters to family, diaries and mission
reports we have an insight into a country which has undergone tremendous cultural, social and political




change. Adelaide's personal observations open a window to a bygone era brought to life through her
engaging and timeless writings.

September 11

Goode, James F. (Peace Corps Iran Volunteer), Negotiating for the Past: Archaeology, Nationalism, and
Diplomacy in the Middle East, 1919-1941 (2007) A transitional period in Middle Eastern archaeology, as
nationalists asserted their claims to antiquities discovered within their borders. Motivated by politics as
much as by scholarship, nationalists sought to unite citizens through pride in their ancient past as they
challenged Western powers. In Iran they were able to hold onto discoveries at legendary sites such as
Persepolis. Retaining artifacts allowed them to build museums and control cultural heritage. Western
archaeologists became identified (in the eyes of many) as agents of imperialism, thus making their work
more difficult, and often necessitating diplomatic intervention.

November 13

Wangsness, Genna Stead (Peace Corps Iran Volunteer), Land Between Two Waters: The Peace Corps
Fourteen Years in Iran, 1962-1976 (2023) This is a chronological history of the fifty groups that trained
for and served in Iran during the reign of the last shah. Through hundreds of stories drawn from their
rich and varied experiences, we learn how those volunteers adjusted to a way of life so different from
their own. Later, when the country became rich from oil and expats with little knowledge of the
country’s language or culture arrived, working at jobs paying extravagant wages, the Peace Corps made
the decision to withdraw. The interaction of Americans and Iranians sharing their lives at a personal
level came to an end. This volume records for posterity memories of those who lived through those
historic and life-changing times.

The Dooreh takes place on the second Wednesday of every other month, beginning in January.
We meet at 5Spm PST/8pm EST. Hoping to see you in the new year.

Happy Holidays,

Jackie Spurlock (Abadeh, Riz/Zarrinshah, 1974-1976), Jim Goode (Tuyserkan, 1968-1971) co-
coordinators

2023

Aslan, Reza, An American Martyr in Persia: The Epic Life and Tragic Death of Howard Baskerville (2022) *

Elghanayan, Shahrzad, Titan of Tehran: From Jewish Ghetto to Corporate Colossus to Firing Squad—My
Grandfather’s Life (2022) *

Ghazvinian, John, America and Iran: A History, 1720 to the Present (2021) *

Krauskopf, John, editor, (PCV) Memories and Insights - Iran through the Eyes of Peace Corps Volunteers
(2021) *




Newton, John (PCV) An American in Revolutionary Iran (2022) *

Radjavi, Heydar, Father Takes a Drink and Other Memories of Iran (2019) *

*Indicates author/s or translator participated in the discussion



