December 2024 From the Field

As the holiday season arrives, we send wishes for a joyous season to all. If you are
fortunate enough to live where there is a significant Iranian population look for public Yalda
celebrations. The celebration of the longest night of the year usually includes singing,
dancing, storytelling, a table filled with special symbols, and of course food. While many
cultures celebrate the winter solstice, the Yalda celebrations | have attended have been
some of the best. Whatever other holidays we celebrate, we can all take joy from the return
of the light after the darkest night.

PCIA news: Plans for the October 3-5 2025 Conference are coming together. You can
support our 2025 conference with a 2024 donation. Go to our web site,
www.peacecorpsiran.org where you can use PayPal with a credit card.

Also, room reservations are now open at the Grand Hyatt in D.C. which is a short distance
from the conference site at the MLK, Jr. Library. Go to: https://www.hyatt.com/en-
US/group-booking/WASGH/G-PEA5 and use Group code: G-PEAS.

A second Anthology of our stories is in the works. Contact john Krauskopf at
johnk@peacecorpsiran.org to learn more or to submit a story before the memory fades.

NPCA news: The 2025 Peace Corps Connect will also be in D.C. July 19-20, 2025. Early
bird tickets are available at peacecorpsconnect.org. Click on this link for a PDF of the
Morocco flyer. Click here to view the itinerary.

Happy Holidays to everyone,

Jeanette Gottlieb
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