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The Cyrus Cylinder Ui, S 43l 5wl or Cyrus Charter is)sS Hséie was
discovered under the foundation of a Babylonian palace in 1879,
making it perhaps the oldest time capsule on record. It
commemorates Cyrus’ victory over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets
out the rights of subjects in his expanding empire. It is often
commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in the world.
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Elections Have Consequences
Note from the Editor, Paul Barker, Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran 1971-76

Even though the margins were ultimately tight, the result of the November 5 elections in
the US were decisive: Donald Trump will return to the White House, Republicans will
have slim majorities in both the Senate and House of Representatives, and the
archconservative, Republican leaning, Supreme Court may become yet more firmly
entrenched.

With regard to Iran policy, the emerging Trump team is sending contradictory signals.
His announced nominations for Secretaries of Defense and State, Director of National
Intelligence and other key national security positions are understood to be Iran hawks
and predisposed to confrontation and conflict with that country. Trump himself has
made both bombastic declarations about Iran and conciliatory statements of his hopes
for a negotiated resolution to the nuclear standoff and a more happy and prosperous
time for the Iranian people. As for the Iranian side, President Pezeshkian sent a
congratulatory statement to President Elect Trump, and has agreed with the head of the
IAEA that Iran would cease further enrichment of uranium to 60% and would increase
transparency about its nuclear programs. As a further signal of thawing possibilities,
Trump’s new friend and confidante, Elon Musk, held a meeting with the Iranian
Ambassador to the UN in New York, Amir Saeed Iravani, to explore steps which would



reduce tensions between the two countries. While no details are available about those
talks, they could not have happened at all without the knowledge and support of both
Trump and Khamenei.

Iran-US relations are complicated by the unresolved tit-for-tat hostilities between Iran
and Israel which have featured in Israel’s expanding war in recent months. Israel may
well be itching for an excuse and opportunity to strike Iran’s nuclear and energy assets
in some sort of coordination with the United States. The Christian Zionists nominated
for a number of key posts in the Trump administration are likely to be even more
zealous supporters of Israeli militarism than the Biden administration has been.
Whether or not there will be further escalations in the remaining two months of Biden’s
lame-duck period and whether or not the Trump zealots will have more influence in his
administration than Trump’s anti-war instincts are unknown unknowns to watch for in
the coming months.

One ominous piece of legislation was passed by the House on 21 November 2024 is
HR 9495, The Stop Terror-Financing and Tax Penalties on American Hostages Act —
which would allow the Treasury Department unilateral authority to revoke the tax-
exempt status| of any nonprofit it designates as a “terrorist supporting organization.”
This legislation would have grave implications for any NGO involved in advocacy or
humanitarian work which the administration believes is counter to its wishes. This
would most clearly target organizations advocating for Palestinian rights but could also
be a threat to agencies that advocate for diplomacy over war with Iran and the peaceful
cooling of any number of other hot spots around the world. In the House 15 Democratic
sadly votes in its favor. Hopefully it will face stiffer resistance in the Senate whenever it
comes up there.

To the extent that the Biden administration has used its influence with the Israeli
government to restrict and restrain its retaliation to Iranian provocations and has used
back-channel communications with the Iranians to urge them to delay and restrain their
retaliation to Israeli provocations, | thank them. | hope the Trump administration will be
able to do even more to contain and refocus the worst instincts of Israeli and Iranian
leaders. The US and all countries in the greater Middle East have much to gain by
ending the current wars and building structures to enhance the security and prosperity
of all countries. As we head into the holiday season, may we work to ensure that we
have more things to celebrate in the New Year.

Iranian Politics and Policy
Iran projects unity, openness to talks as Trump wins elections, Amwaj, 2024/11/11

Iran Needs A New Foreign Policy Approach: The Iranian government, while aiming to
redefine its foreign policy and engage with the West, faces criticism for not adequately
addressing regional tensions, Anonymous, Stimson Center, 2024/10/21

Iran Has Every Reason Now to Go Nuclear, Ellie Geranmayeh, Foreign Policy,
2024/10/24

Apprehension in Iran as Trump returns to power, Amwaj, 2024/11/6
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US-Iranian (Mohammad Seyed Marandi) Scholar Excoriates the Collective West,
Eugene Doyle, Counterpunch, 2024/11/7

US Policy and Politics

Iran hawks will hold less sway in Trump’s new government: Republicans are split
over how aggressive the next administration should be toward Tehran as the
incoming president pursues an America-first foreign policy. Abigail Hauslohner,
WAPO, 2024/11/17

Elon Musk Met With Iran’s U.N. Ambassador, Iranian Officials Say: The tech
billionaire, a top adviser to President-elect Donald J. Trump, was reported to have
discussed ways to defuse tensions between Iran and the United States. Farnaz
Fassihi, NYT, 2024/11/14

Can Trump seal a deal with Iran?
Elon Musk’s secret meeting with
Iranian officials to defuse tensions
could be a start, if the hawks and
neocons don’t get in the way.
Jamal Abdi, Responsible Statecraft,
2024/11/19

Post U.S. Election: Compromise or
Confrontation with Iran? Stimson Center Panel with Barbara Slavin, Fatemeh
Aman, Nicole Grajewski, Naysan Rafati, Behnam Ben Talebu, 2024/11/15

Two Iranian American Women Elected to US Congress: Yassamin Ansari (D-
AZ/3) Joins Stephanie Bice (R-OK/5'"), PAAIA, 2024/11/6

The Return of Trump’s Iran Obsession, Daniel Larison, Eunomia, 2024/11/8

Trump is Eyeing Iran Hawk Brian Hook as First Foreign Policy Pick. “The Iranian
view is that Trump wants to make a deal, but it depends on whether he appoints the
same neoconservatives as last time.” Murtaza Hussain, Drop Site News, 2024/11/6

US charges Iranian man in plot to kill Donald Trump, Reuters, 2024/11/9

The Danger of Viewing Iran as Enemy Number One, Sina Toosi, Center for
International Policy, 2024/10/24. This piece explores how this framing risks
entrenching conflict and discusses how a renewed diplomatic approach—especially in
the lame-duck period—could achieve security gains by prioritizing de-escalation over
confrontation.

The Risk of a Wider War After Israel’s Attack on Iran, Trita Parsi
Democracy Now!, 2024/10/28

Trump suggests he would not seek Iran regime change, Iran International,
2024/10/19

If | lived in a Swing State, I’d Vote for Harris, Peter Beinart, The Beinart Notebook

From Iron Dome to F-15s: US provides 70% of Israel’s war costs: A report by
Brown University’s Watson Institute reveals that since the beginning of the war, the US
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has spent more than $22 billion on military aid to Israel — from weapons and equipment
to the deployment of aircraft carriers. Israel receives more U.S. military aid than any
other country and is uniquely able to use that funding to spend on domestic goods.
Adrian Filut, 2024/10/27

Some 80% of Hill ‘experts’ take $$ from arms makers, foreign interests : New
research finds that dark money think tanks still dominate committee witness lists, Nick
Cleveland-Stout, Responsible Statecraft, 2024/10/27

B-52s in Qatar — What is the Pentagon Thinking? Larry Johnson, Sonar 21,
2024/11/4

US court overturns $1.68bn judgment against Iran’s central bank, Intellinews,
2024/11/14

Politics, Policies and Power: John Mearsheimer’s Blunt Analysis, Al Jazira,
2024/11/4

The World According to Trump, Chris Hedges interviews Col. Wilkerson,

Trump and the Storm of the Century: The U.S. is sleepwalking into disaster in the
Middle East. Douglas Macgregor, David Ramaswamy, The American
Conservative, 2024/11/19

NIAC 2024 Post-Election Symposium, and Sessions 3 and 4, 2024/11/12

Iran — Israel

Iran’s Dilemma in Dealing With A New Trump Administration: Any new U.S.-Iran
agreement would likely require Israeli buy-in and a meaningful regional pullback
by Tehran, including reduced support for militant groups like Hezbollah and
Hamas, Mohammad Mazhari, The Stimson Center, 2024/11/15

Trump’s Victory: A Double-Edged Sword for Iran, Iran Unfiltered, 2024/11/8

Joe Biden says he hopes latest Israeli strike on Iran will end escalation: Iran’s
military suggests it would prioritise an agreement to end fighting in Gaza and
Lebanon over any retaliation, Emma Graham-Harrison, The Guardian, 2024/10/26

Israel’s “Days of Repentance” Operation Strikes Iran, Iran Unfiltered, 2024/10/18
Did Israel’s recent attack on Iran fail? Alistaire Crooke, 2024/10/28

Gaza’s Unending Agony, Muhammad Shehada interview by Peter Beinart,
2024/10/29

Furor over ‘violation’ as Israel said to use Iraqi airspace to hit Iran, MQj,
2024/110/29

Israel’s Strikes on Iran Deepen Middle East Tensions, Israel’s October 26
retaliatory strike on Iran means that there’s no going back. Though leaders on
both sides played down the potential for future strikes, direct attacks between the
two largest militaries in the region are now facts of their rivalry. Robin Wright,
The Wilson Center, 2024/10/28
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US ambassador to Lebanon promotes 'internal uprising' to assist Israel: A
Lebanese security source has revealed the US ambassador is calling on her allies
to 'do their part’ to destroy Hezbollah, The Cradle, 2024/10/29 . . . We do not only
want to limit Hezbollah’s influence, but we will strike its support lines, and we are
working non-stop to bring down the regime in Iran as well,” Johnson reportedly said.

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu says he and Donald Trump 'see eye to eye' on Iran,
Euronews with AP, 2024/11/11

The Axis of Resilience: Israel Is Underestimating Iran and Its Allies, Renard
Mansour, Foreign Affairs, 2024/11/13

Region

Saudi Crown Prince Urges Global Action Against Potential Israeli Attack on Iran
Amid Escalating Regional Tensions, NIAC, 2024/11/15

What Trump 2.0 Could Mean for the Gulf Cooperation Council: If Trump fails to
provide the leadership Gulf states seek from Washington, his return may push
Arab states to further diversify their alliances, Georgio Cafiero, The Stimson
Center, 2024/11/14

Why the Oman-UAE relationship is shifting for the better, Amwaj, 2024/11/5

Qatar says Hamas ‘no longer welcome’ in Gulf state, Alperen Aktas, AA,
2024/11/9. US Republicans sent letter to Biden administration to reverse policy on
Qatar

Reports claim Houthis make Red Sea vessel attacks a $2B business: UN study
details Yemen group’s protection ‘tolls’ on shipping, Stuart Chirls, FreightWavescom,
2024/11/6

US, Britain launch raids on Yemeni capital Sana’a, Reuters, Jerusalem Post,
2024/11/10. US defense officials told Saudi news site Al Arabiya that the strikes had
targeted Houthi weapons facilities holding advanced conventional weapons.

‘Martyrdom’ of Iranian woman highlights Iran-Hezbollah nexus, Amwaj, 2024/11/18

Nuclear, Missiles

What satellite images reveal about Israel's strikes on Iran, Benedict Garman & Shayan
Sardarizadeh, BBC, 2024/11/29

Iranians Debate Whether It’s Time To Develop Nuclear Weapons, As Iran weighs
whether to change its nuclear doctrine, it is also considering extending the range
of its missiles beyond a self-imposed limit of 2,000 kilometers, Javad Heiran-Nia,
The Stimson Center, 2024/11/8

Iran nuclear chief floats drawn-out NPT withdrawal scenatrio, ... If Israel attacks its
nuclear sites. Tehran Times, 2024/10/23

Iran Has Every Reason Now to Go Nuclear: Israel’s latest wars are changing
Tehran’s strategic calculations. Ellie Geranmayeh, Foreign Policy, 2024/10/24

Russia Launches Rocket Carrying Two Satellites From Iran, IranWatch, 2024/11/5
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Pezeshkian Expresses Willingness to Cooperate with IAEA to Address Concerns
Amid Grossi Visit, NIAC, 2024/11/15

The Legacy of India’s Nuclear Weapons Test, Naser Hafeez, Arms Control
Association, November 2024
Iran agreed to cap 60% stockpile, IAEA chief says, ‘| made a request for Iran to stop

increasing the stockpile of 60%, and this was accepted by Iran,” IAEA DG Rafael Grossi
said. Laura Rozen, Diplomatic Substack, 2024/11/20

Environment

Overview of energy policy in Iran: the proper path to clean energy, Maryam
Hasheminejad, Hasan Raei, Abbas Maleki, Academia Green Energy, 2024/8/26

Economy

Woman Appointed Head of the Central Bank of Iran’s Oversight Board, Iran
Unfiltered, 2024/11/8

Legislation, Advocacy

Lawmakers Reject Bill That Would Let Trump Destroy Nonprofits: The House
nixed a bill empowering the Treasury Department to revoke nonprofits’ tax-
exempt status over alleged ties to “terror.” Noah Nurowitz, The Intercept,
2024/1112

House GOP Moves To Ram Through Bill That Gives Trump Unilateral Power To
Kill Nonprofits: Dozens of Democrats still support the bill — giving the
Republican-controlled House plenty of breathing room to pass it next week.Noah
Hurowitz, The Intercept, 2024/11/15

Civil Society Letter Opposing HR 9495, 2024/11/18

Seeds of Resistance: Reviving the Peace Movement in the Age of Trump, William
Hartung, Tom Dispatch, 2024/11/17

Human Rights

Iran arrests woman who stripped in protest at ‘abusive’ dress code policing:
Amnesty International calls on authorities to release student, who reportedly had a
violent confrontation with Basij paramilitaries, Ashifa Kassam, The Guardian, 2024/11/3

“De-Veiling Clinic” Sparks Backlash in Iran: Hardliners Face Criticism Amid
Disagreements with Pezeshkian Administration, NIAC, 2024/11/15

A Dissident’s Final Act of Protest Stuns Iran, Repeatedly imprisoned in his
country, Kianoosh Sanjari refused to be silenced by the government. But in the
end, despairing of change, he silenced himself. Farnaz Fassihi and Leily
Nikounazar, NYT, 2024/11/19

History

A Century Ago, a Mob Brutally Attacked an American Diplomat in Persia. His
Death Shaped U.S.-Iran Relations for Decades. The July 1924 killing of Robert Imbrie fueled
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ADVOCACY MISSION STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and Iranians
through education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps in Iran.
ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, and
cultural diplomacy.

PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding Principles
for our advocacy efforts toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, and their
peoples.

1. Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship,
inclusiveness and world peace. As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.
2. Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and
their citizens.

3. Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties
reinforces international cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict. .

4. Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues.

5. Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts. Peace is built and sustained through voluntary
agreement and consent.
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on the website.
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3. Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question
answered, "l consent/do not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin
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