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The Cyrus Cylinder (s, S 43 siu) or Cyrus Charter (is)sS s was
discovered under the foundation of a Babylonian palace in 1879,
making it perhaps the oldest time capsule on record. It
commemorates Cyrus’ victory over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets
out the rights of subjects in his expanding empire. It is often
commemorated as the oldest charter of human rights in the world.
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A Month of Historic Changes

Note from the Editor, Paul Barker

History’s turning points sometimes seem compressed and compounded. It feels that
way for the just completed 30 days.

For most of his 100 years, the life of Jimmy Carter was anchored in the rhythms and
small-town values of Plains, Georgia and his Southern Baptist upbringing. His training
as a nuclear engineer gave him insights into the fundamental forces of the universe.
They guided his four years of presidency and 45 years of post-presidency, with dramatic
and far-reaching consequences. He was the first president to give voice and take
action against the environmental and climate changes that would shape the operating
space for all subsequent generations. He sought to transform US foreign policy with an
underlying commitment to human rights. Yet the decisions and mistakes that Carter
made in managing the American response to Iran’s 1979 revolution led to a quagmire of
tangled relations that have bedeviled both nations for decades. Perhaps his underlying
humility, empathy and decency offer suggestions of a way to a better future.

For 54 years the Assad family ruled Syria with a tyrannical iron fist, until it collapsed in
ten days. Collapsing with it was one of the key poles of the Iranian anti-Israel Axis of
Resistance that for decades shaped Iran’s foreign policy. Will the international



community be able to manage their fears and doubts and provide the levels of
engagement and assistance needed to give Syria’s new leaders a chance to evolve a
peaceful and stable nation?

On 19 January 2025, after 467 days of fighting, the longest war in Israel’s history settled
into an uneasy 42-day ceasefire. There are deep hopes, but no guarantees, that it
might evolve into a true end to the war. Israel’s military prowess, with unconditional US
military support, has hobbled key elements of Iran’s Axis of Resistance in Gaza,
Lebanon, Syria and to an extent Yemen and even Iran, albeit with a huge and
disproportionate cost to the civilian populations. Out of the ashes of these wars, are
there the ingredients for a more stable and prosperous region? Or are there far deeper
and fresher wounds and hatreds that will fester for years before they again explode?

At 78 years of age, Donald Trump on 20 January 2025 became the oldest person ever
to be inaugurated as President of the United States. During his first term in office, he
blew up the JCPOA and with it the best chance the US and Iran had had in four
decades to chart a less confrontational and more constructive relationship. As he
returns as the 47" President of the USA, will he be able to positively marshal his
unconventional diplomatic skills? Will he be able to recognize and pursue diplomatic
openings that the Iranian President seems to be signaling? Can he succeed where the
45" President of the USA failed? In the very young context of his first couple of days in
office, any hope that he might actually earn a Nobel Peace Prize seems far-fetched, yet
some commentators can see hopefully positive paths in that direction.

While many voices will encourage Trump towards a more aggressive stance against
Iran, including Mujahedin-e-Khalq (MEK), the Foundation for Defense of Democracies
(FFD), monarchists, Zionists, even some of these voices recognize the risks and
uncertainties of large-scale military action.

Trump may have greater opportunities for diplomatic breakthrough with Iran than in
other global flash points. One advantage he will have over Obama is that he can count
on full Republican support and significant Democratic support for a deal. Iran is open to
a broader deal addressing regional issues.

Sina Toossi observes that like Nixon’s historic overture to China, Trump faces a pivotal
moment with the potential to redefine U.S.-Iranian relations and leave a lasting mark on
U.S. foreign policy. A détente remains unlikely, given the entrenched animosities
between Washington and Tehran, but targeted, transactional agreements that prioritize
mutual interests could yield meaningful results.

Jimmy Carter Legacy

‘He Saved Our Lives’: Former Hostages Recall Carter’s Quest to Free Them. The
Iran hostage crisis became a symbol of a failed presidency, but for some of those who
lived it, Jimmy Carter was the one who brought them home at the expense of his
political career. Peter Baker, NYT. 2025/1/2

Iran hostages reflect on a crisis that defined Jimmy Carter’s presidency: ‘A fine
man that did his best’, Robert Tait, The Guardian, 2024/1/8. “For all too long, Jimmy
Carter was neglected and shunted aside,” agreed Rosen. “He deserves much more. As
a human being, he stands apart from almost any contemporary president. But | also



https://www.foreignaffairs.com/iran/last-chance-iran
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zy3ODHlulc
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/01/08/only-trump-can-go-to-tehran/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/31/us/politics/jimmy-carter-hostages.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/08/jimmy-carter-iran-hostage-embassy
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/08/jimmy-carter-iran-hostage-embassy

believe as time moves on and there will be more and more written about him, that his
status as a president will rise significantly and he will be thought of in more positive
terms.”

Barry Rosen, An American held during the Iran hostage crisis talks about Jimmy
Carter's legacy, Elena Burnett, Ari Shapiro, Courtney Dorning, NPR, 2025/1/8

Expert (Gary Sick) analyzes new account of GOP deal that used Iran hostage
crisis for gain, John Yang, PBS, 2023/3/19

Lawmaker Confirms ‘October Surprise’ Plot to Sabotage Jimmy Carter’s
Reelection, Chas Danner, Intelligencer, 2023/3/19

US Policy Options

How Will Trump Tackle Iran? The field of play is very different today, but
“maximum pressure” is just as unlikely to work. Daniel DePetris, The American
Conservative, 2025/1/22

Trump Ukraine Envoy Hosted by MEK and Calls for Maximum Pressure, Etan
Mabourakh, NIAC Action, 2025/1/14

Graham calls for the ‘decimation’ of Iranian nuclear program after ceasefire,
Tara Suter, The Hill, 2025/1/19

‘Bomb Iran’ Goes Bipartisan, Andrew Day and Connor Echols, Nonzero
Newsletter, 2025/1/10

An Optimistic View of Trump’s Second Presidency, Trump’s personal approach to
politics aligns well with the tendencies of Middle Eastern leaders, potentially enabling
more effective U.S. policies during his presidency, Ebrahim Meraji, The Stimson Center,
2025/1/17

The Iran Opportunity, What America Needs to Do to Achieve a Breakthrough,
Richard Haass, Foreign Affairs, 2025/1/6

Trump to Tehran: Why U.S.-Iran Relations Would Improve With A Visit From the
President, Sina Toossi, Foreign Policy, 2024/1/8. Like Nixon’s historic overture to
China, Trump faces a pivotal moment with the potential to redefine U.S.-Iranian
relations and leave a lasting mark on U.S. foreign policy. A détente remains unlikely,
given the entrenched animosities between Washington and Tehran, but targeted,
transactional agreements that prioritize mutual interests could yield meaningful results.

Why Trump Isn’t Going to ‘Go to Tehran.” Pursuing serious negotiations with Iran
would pit him against all the political forces here and abroad that he has been so
eager to serve. Daniel Larison, Eunomia, 2025/1/9



https://www.npr.org/2025/01/08/nx-s1-5250195/an-american-held-during-the-iran-hostage-crisis-talks-about-jimmy-carters-legacy
https://www.npr.org/2025/01/08/nx-s1-5250195/an-american-held-during-the-iran-hostage-crisis-talks-about-jimmy-carters-legacy
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/expert-analyzes-new-account-of-gop-deal-that-used-iran-hostage-crisis-for-gain
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/expert-analyzes-new-account-of-gop-deal-that-used-iran-hostage-crisis-for-gain
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2023/03/lawmaker-admits-1980-gop-plot-to-prolong-iran-hostage-crisis.html
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2023/03/lawmaker-admits-1980-gop-plot-to-prolong-iran-hostage-crisis.html
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/how-will-trump-tackle-iran/
https://www.niacouncil.org/news/trump-ukraine-envoy-hosted-by-mek-and-calls-for-maximum-pressure/
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/5094496-graham-calls-for-the-decimation-of-iranian-nuclear-program-after-ceasefire/
https://nonzero.substack.com/p/bomb-iran-goes-bipartisan?utm_source=substack&publication_id=17302&post_id=154560030&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&triedRedirect=true
https://www.stimson.org/2025/an-optimistic-view-of-trumps-second-presidency-from-an-expert-in-iran/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/iran-opportunity-richard-haass
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/01/08/only-trump-can-go-to-tehran/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/01/08/only-trump-can-go-to-tehran/
https://daniellarison.substack.com/p/why-trump-isnt-going-to-go-to-tehran?utm_source=substack&publication_id=73370&post_id=154480797&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&triedRedirect=true

It Was Bibi All Along, Trump forces Netanyahu to agree to the same deal he
rejected under Biden, Joe Cirincione, Substack, 2025/1/17

A Last Chance for Iran. America Should Give Diplomacy a Final Shot—While
Preparing to Use Military Force, Richard Nephew, Foreign Affairs, 2025/1/2

Attacking Iran Would Be Wrong and lllegal, If anything, the case against attacking
Iran’s nuclear facilities is stronger than it has ever been. Daniel Larison, Eunomia,
2025/1/6. The worst part of Nephew’s flirting with support for military action is that he
already understands the reasons why it makes no sense, but for whatever reason he
still claims that the U.S. “may have little choice” but to commit a criminal act of
aggression against another country. Nephew boxes himself in with this imaginary
necessity.

The Middle East’s Dangerous New Normal. Iran, Israel, and the Delicate Balance
of Disorder, Suzanne Maloney, Foreign Affairs, 2024/12/10

What are the Chances of a New Iran Nuclear Deal? Interview with Trita Parsi, Ellie
Geranmayeh, Hassan Ahmadian, Al-Jazira., 2024/1/3

The improvement Trump could make to U.S. foreign policy, Samuel Moyn and Trita
Parsi, LAT, 2025/1/8

Top Ten Global Risks for 2025, Persistent conflict in Africa, the Middle East, and
Ukraine; rising tensions with Mexico, China, and North Korea; the consequences
of climate change and emerging technologies; and a second Trump presidency
may pose heightened risks this year, Mathew Burrows and Roberrt Manning,
Stimson Center, 2025/1/13

Memos to Trump: Policy recommendations the new president might actually like,
John Mecklin, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 2025/1/20

America Has a ‘Total Security’ Problem, Trump’s calls for territorial expansion are
a logical extension of Washington’s worst instincts, Connor Echols, Nonzero
Newsletter, 2025/1/21

The dangers of ‘victory’, Scott Burchill, Pearls and Irritations, 2025/1/4

Iran Policy Options
Trump as “an opportunity” for Iran, European Leadership Network, 2025/1/23



https://joecirincione.substack.com/p/it-was-bibi-all-along?utm_source=substack&publication_id=1456568&post_id=155035037&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&triedRedirect=true
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/iran/last-chance-iran
https://daniellarison.substack.com/p/attacking-iran-would-be-wrong-and-f47?utm_source=substack&publication_id=73370&post_id=154269569&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&triedRedirect=true
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/middle-east/israel-iran-dangerous-new-normal-suzanne-maloney?check_logged_in=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zy3ODHlulc
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2025-01-08/trump-foreign-policy-world-order?mc_cid=9b8c26f80f&mc_eid=4367c898db
https://www.stimson.org/2025/top-ten-global-risks-for-2025/?utm_source=Stimson+Center&utm_campaign=de2df5c4a7-RA%2FComms%2FWeekendRead+Top+Global+Risks+2025&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-de2df5c4a7-438356296
https://thebulletin.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=8f53295a73878494e9bc8dd6c3c7104f.130&s=82af521bb7f52d0c7ef4427f41220743
https://nonzero.substack.com/p/america-has-a-total-security-problem?utm_source=substack&publication_id=17302&post_id=155353338&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&triedRedirect=true
https://johnmenadue.com/the-dangers-of-victory/
https://mailchi.mp/europeanleadershipnetwork/iranbriefing0924-9370830?e=c1755600f3

Iran hails ‘victory’ in Gaza as engagement with Trump on table, Amwaj, 2025/1/20

Trump returns. What does it mean for Iran? Holly Dagres, The Iranist, 2025/1/17

Reform is Happening in Iran and Assad’s Fall Could Accelerate It. Historic
examples in countries such as Portugal and Greece show how military defeats can
catalyze democratic transitions by exposing the incompetence of authoritarian regimes.
Anonymous, Stimson Center, 2025/1/9

Negotiating with Trump: Direct or indirect? Jane Kinnimont, European Leadership
Network, 2025/1/8

Iran says ready to enter 'constructive' talks for new nuclear deal, Tehran Times,
2025/1/4

Freeing of Italian journalist may sugqgest Iranian caution as Trump returns,
Amwaj, 2024/1/8

Game Changer — Russia and Iran Sign Mutual Security Agreement, Larry
Johnson, Sonar21, 2025/1/17

How Weakened Is Iran, Actually? Iran and its proxies have been devastated, but the
Trump administration still has much to consider in its policy toward Tehran. John
Haltiwanger, Foreign Policy, 2025/1/22

The lllusion of Opportunity in Attacking Iran, Sina Toossi, International
Diplomacy, 2025/1/22

e Israel’s recent wars with smaller adversaries like Hezbollah demonstrate the limits of
military power and underscore the challenges of confronting a fortified state like Iran.

e Iran’s robust defenses and capacity for retaliation would make a strike disastrous, likely
expanding conflict regionally and endangering U.S. interests.

« History shows that foreign attacks strengthen, not topple, the Iranian state, uniting the
population against external aggression.

e Israel's October strike is a case in point: instead of sparking opposition to the govt, it
united many Iranians in grief & mourning fallen soldiers. Many pro-democracy & civil
society leaders also warned that war derails democratic change.

« Renewed diplomacy, not war, is the only path to securing lasting security for the U.S.
and the region.

Iran in a Changing Middle East, Freedom Worldwide with Tom G. Palmer,
2025/1/29

Advice to Afghans and Other New Arrivals to the US
By Brad Hanson, 1973-76, Khaaf, Shiraz

To all my Afghan, Iranian, Tajik, Uzbek, and Pakistani friends in the US,

On January 20, 2025 there will be a peaceful transfer of power from one President to
another President. The incoming President and the persons he has nominated for a
number of positions have stated they plan to deport millions of persons, starting on day
one in office. | fear that persons legally in the US will also be deported, illegally.


https://amwaj.media/media-monitor/iran-hails-victory-in-gaza-as-engagement-with-trump-on-table
https://www.theiranist.com/p/hostages-released-russia-iran-dealand?utm_source=substack&publication_id=2207150&post_id=154957057&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=false&r=1s8vbi&triedRedirect=true
https://www.stimson.org/2025/reform-is-happening-in-iran-and-assads-fall-could-accelerate-it/
https://mailchi.mp/europeanleadershipnetwork/iranbriefing0924-9370800?e=c1755600f3
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/508257/Iran-says-ready-to-open-talks-soon-with-the-West-to-reach-a-new
https://amwaj.media/media-monitor/freeing-of-italian-journalist-may-suggest-iranian-caution-as-trump-returns
https://sonar21.com/game-changer-russia-and-iran-sign-mutual-security-agreement/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/01/22/iran-weakened-trump-israel-hezbollah-hamas-nuclear/
https://internationalpolicy.org/publications/the-illusion-of-opportunity-in-attacking-iran/
https://internationalpolicy.org/publications/the-illusion-of-opportunity-in-attacking-iran/
https://resources.atlasnetwork.org/freedom-worldwide-iran-in-a-changing-middle-east/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=freedom_worldwide_iran_ad&utm_content=%7B%7Bad.id%7D%7D_%7B%7Badset.name%7D%7D_%7B%7Bad.name&fbclid=IwY2xjawH9PGZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZifVDClVpKGuglj-FRB-rsXPqPNkFw2l6xDOSjrao825zREsdAnME8ZEg_aem_rmVtcS57pHCuVPxkCCwR3g

You are all here in the US legally, whether as a recently naturalized American citizen, a
legal permanent resident, a humanitarian parolee, a political asylee, or while waiting for
your political asylum application to be adjudicated.

| urge you whenever you leave your home to carry with you a copy of the document
attesting to your legal status in the US. Don't take the original document which you
should keep in a safe place. Carrying a driver's license alone is not sufficient. Make it a
habit now when you go to work, to school, to the store, to the gym, when you take your
children to school and pick them up, when you visit friends, whenever you leave your
home to take a copy of that document with you. You just may be in the wrong place at
the wrong time when agents are checking persons' statuses to deport. Or you may
appear "foreign” to those agents and singled out for status checks.

It's better to be cautious. Most of you are thriving in your new country. All of you have
had to struggle to some degree or another to get here, to abide by our immigration rules
and reqgulations, to find housing and a job, to enroll your kids in school, in short, to start
a new life.

| know you are working hard, employing your many talents, experiences, and education
to build a better life for your families and yourself, to take advantage of the educational
and other opportunities the US has to offer, to achieve your dreams and aspirations.
And by doing so, you are contributing greatly to this wonderful United States of America.

I have immense respect and admiration for you on your new journey establishing a new
life in a new country. Please be careful in the coming days, weeks, and months, and
carry with you a copy of that legal document, the proof of your legal status in the US.

With all best wishes to you and your families in 2025,
Brad, posted on FaceBook on 16 January 2025

Nuclear and Missiles

The Coming Iranian Nuclear Challenge in 2025, Kelsey Davenport, USIP Iran
Primer, 2025/1/13



https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2025/jan/13/coming-iranian-nuclear-challenge-2025

Europe, Iran mired in quest for leverage ahead of nuclear talks, Bijan Khajehpour,
Amwaj, 2024/1/2

Iran vs. Israel redux: The enormous difficulties and ramifications if Israel attacks
Iran’s nuclear sites, Darya Dolzikova, Matthew Savill, Bulletin of Atomic Scientists,
2024/10/1

What a second Trump administration may mean for the Saudi nuclear program,
Nour Eid, Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, 2025/1/6

Trump has a strategic plan for the country: Gearing up for nuclear war, Joe
Cirincione, Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, 2024/7/2

Pakistan and the Nuclear Danger in Asia, Daryl Kimball, Arms Control
Association, 2025/1

How quickly could Iran build its first nuclear weapon? Look at China, Hui
Zhang bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 2025/1/25| January 22, 2025

Environment

Iran’s Energy Crisis Hits ‘Dire’ Point as Industries Are Forced to Shut Down,
Although Iran has one of the biggest supplies of natural gas and crude oil in the
world, it finds itself in a full blown energy emergency, coming just as it also
suffers major geopolitical setbacks. Farnaz Fassihi and Leily Nikounazar, NYT,
2024/12/21

Region
IRGC'’s Syria exit in focus as Putin sparks debate in Tehran, Amwaj, 2024/12/23

Iraqgi Shiite groups keep cool as Sudani pushes HTS-lran mediation, Amwaj,
2025117

Is Eqypt-lran normalization effort in the home stretch? Amwaj, 2024/12/23

The Remarkable Collapse of Iran’s Powerful Alliances. The Islamic Republic is
weaker—on multiple fronts—than it’s been in nearly half a century. Robin Wright,
The New Yorker, 2024/12/19

Iran-Russia Space Cooperation Deepens as Pezeshkian Visits Moscow. Space
cooperation could be a central element in a long-expected strategic partnership
agreement that is likely to be signed when the Iranian president visits

Moscow, Emil Avdaliani, Stimson Center, 2025/1/16

Iran, Russia advance partnership with eyes on Trump’s return, Amwaj, 2025/1/16

Houthis vow to respect Gaza ceasefire, but pledge to resume attacks if Israel
breaks the deal, "If there are any Israeli breaches, massacres or attacks, we will
be ready," said Abdulmalik al-Houthi, Shuaib Almosawa, 2025/1/18

Economy

How Iran Moves Sanctioned Oil Around the World, Paul Carsten and Prasanta
Kumar Dutta, Reuters, 2024/1/7.



https://amwaj.media/article/europe-iran-mired-in-quest-for-leverage-ahead-of-dialogue
https://thebulletin.org/2024/10/iran-vs-israel-redux-the-enormous-difficulties-and-ramifications-if-israel-attacks-irans-nuclear-sites/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Best%20of%202024%20nuclear%20coverage&utm_campaign=20250106%20Monday%20Newsletter
https://thebulletin.org/2024/10/iran-vs-israel-redux-the-enormous-difficulties-and-ramifications-if-israel-attacks-irans-nuclear-sites/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Best%20of%202024%20nuclear%20coverage&utm_campaign=20250106%20Monday%20Newsletter
https://thebulletin.org/2025/01/what-a-second-trump-administration-may-mean-for-the-saudi-nuclear-program/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Best%20of%202024%20nuclear%20coverage&utm_campaign=20250106%20Monday%20Newsletter
https://thebulletin.org/2024/07/trump-has-a-strategic-plan-for-the-country-gearing-up-for-nuclear-war/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Best%20of%202024%20nuclear%20coverage&utm_campaign=20250106%20Monday%20Newsletter
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2025-01/focus/pakistan-and-nuclear-danger-asia?emci=d8ca760f-0dce-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&emdi=d2e7c299-9ace-ef11-88d0-0022482a9d92&ceid=9325415
https://thebulletin.org/2025/01/how-quickly-could-iran-build-its-first-nuclear-weapon-look-at-china/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=How%20quickly%20could%20Iran%20build%20its%20first%20nuclear%20weapon%3F&utm_campaign=20250122%20Thursday%20Newsletter
https://thebulletin.org/biography/hui-zhang/
https://thebulletin.org/biography/hui-zhang/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/21/world/middleeast/iran-economy-energy-crisis.html?unlocked_article_code=1.jU4.gfDt.T9B0GBI5YEWg&smid=em-share
https://amwaj.media/media-monitor/irgc-s-syria-mission-in-focus-as-putin-sparks-debate-in-tehran
https://amwaj.media/article/iran-s-iraqi-allies-keep-cool-as-sudani-pushes-hts-iran-mediation
https://amwaj.media/media-monitor/is-egypt-iran-normalization-effort-in-the-home-stretch
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https://www.stimson.org/2025/iran-russia-space-cooperation-deepens-as-pezeshkian-visits-moscow/
https://amwaj.media/media-monitor/iran-russia-advance-partnership-with-eyes-on-trump-s-return
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=2510348&post_id=155101068&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMDc5MDkyNjIsInBvc3RfaWQiOjE1NTEwMTA2OCwiaWF0IjoxNzM3MjE5Njc2LCJleHAiOjE3Mzk4MTE2NzYsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0yNTEwMzQ4Iiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.aOSIj95O3C-X3TVG8-A8dxW215rCxqquNDsf7lVhSfY
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=2510348&post_id=155101068&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMDc5MDkyNjIsInBvc3RfaWQiOjE1NTEwMTA2OCwiaWF0IjoxNzM3MjE5Njc2LCJleHAiOjE3Mzk4MTE2NzYsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0yNTEwMzQ4Iiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.aOSIj95O3C-X3TVG8-A8dxW215rCxqquNDsf7lVhSfY
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/IRAN-OIL/zjpqngedmvx/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=Daily-Briefing&utm_term=010725&lctg=64593de6231e70331d05fc37

Iran sold 2 billion barrels of oil during Biden’s presidency, Dalga Khatinoglu, Iran
International, 2025/1/4

Iran pushes China to let it sell $1.7 billion worth of stranded oil, sources
say, Jonathan Saul and Dmitry Zhdannikov, Reuters, 2025/1/7

Advocacy Action

Can nonviolent struqqgle defeat a dictator? This database emphatically says yes.
The Global Nonviolent Action Database details some 40 cases of mass
movements overcoming tyrants through strategic nonviolent campaigns. George
Lakey, Waging Nonviolence, 2025/1/8

NIAC Strongly Opposes Restoration of Trump Travel Ban, 2025/1/21

Human Rights

Freeing of Italian journalist may suqggest Iranian caution as Trump returns,
Amwaj, 2025/1/8

Two Iranian supreme court judges shot dead, Alex Boyd, BBC, 2025/1/18

Killing of senior Iranian judges puts spotlight on exiled opposition group, Amwa;j,
2025/1/20

Media
Iran Lifts Ban on WhatsApp, Negar Mortazavi, Al-Jazira, 2024/12/25

Iran Takes an Important Step: WhatsApp and Google Play Unblocked, Signaling
Progress in Digital Access, NIAC, 2024/12/27

Rick Steve’s Iran: Yesterday and Today, YouTube

Wrestling with Iran, movie by Jahangir Golestan-Palast

History

Christmas in Tehran During the 1979 Iran Hostage Crisis. In 1979, a minister
received a telegram from Iranian militants who had taken hostages in the
American embassy, inviting him to perform Christmas services. Two days later,
he was inside. The New Yorker Radio Hour, 2024/12/25

The Center of the World: A Global History of the Persian Gulf from the Stone Age
to the Present, Marc Martorell Junyent, Informed Comment, 2025/1/10

Rethinking the Iranian Islamic Revolution of 1979 with the Security Dilemma of
the Cold War 1979, Ezra Deniz, Academia.edu, 2019

ADVOCACY MISSION STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advances peace and understanding between Americans and
Iranians through education, outreach and advocacy, and upholds the legacy of the Peace Corps
in Iran.
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ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education,
outreach, and cultural diplomacy.

PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding
Principles for our advocacy efforts toward improving relationships between Iran and the United
States, and their peoples.

1. Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of
friendship, inclusiveness and world peace. As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a
special responsibility.

2. Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between
countries and their citizens.

3. Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and
economic ties reinforces international cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed
conflict. .

4. Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues.

5. Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts. Peace is built and sustained through
voluntary agreement and consent.

GROUND RULES:

1. The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this
subject. It is a way to share ideas, information, and opportunities for action. The Bulletin is
archived on the website.

2. PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication. The editor decides which
articles are selected for publication. Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s
Mission, Values, and Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the current state of Iran
advocacy issues, may be posted in PCIA’'s Facebook group.

3. Atrticles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release
question answered, "l consent/do not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy
Bulletin distribution and PCIA archives." If consent is given, statements issued to the public will
be identified as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board.

4. Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help
readers understand issues.

5. The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-

based. Whenever possible citations and links to web-based articles should be included in the
articles.

6. Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board
positions. However, members of the Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board
and request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be posted in the Advocacy Bulletin

will be identified as such.

The opinions in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the Board
of PCIA. Letters and contributions to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be

submitted to the editor at Paul@peacecorpsiran.org.
Donations to PCIA Welcome: In order to support the advocacy and other work of the
Peace Corps Iran Association, please consider making a donation.
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