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The Cyrus Cylinder استوانه کوروش or Cyrus Charter  منشور کوروش  was discovered under the 
foundation of a Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest time capsule on 
record.  It commemorates Cyrus’ victory over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out the rights of 
subjects in his expanding empire.  It is often commemorated as the oldest charter of human 
rights in the world. 
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Picking Up the Pieces After the Israel-US War on Iran 
By Paul Barker, Bidokht, Shiraz, Tehran 1971-76 

Do you know where Iran’s 408 kg of 60% enriched uranium is today?  Do you know if 
Iran was able to move and safeguard some of its advanced centrifuges before the 
American bombing and missile attack?  Israel doesn’t know.  The US doesn’t know.  
The IAEA doesn’t know.  Iranian leaders know, but do they have any incentive to tell 
anybody else?   

On 12 June 2025 nuclear negotiations between Iran and the US appeared to be 
promising, if both sides were genuinely committed to identifying mechanisms to allay 
the fears of the other party.  The following day Israeli bombs  shattered that promising 
context. 

We may never know how much Iran’s nuclear program was set back by Israel’s 12-day 
war against Iran and America’s joining of that war in its 8th day with the use of bunker 
buster bombs and submarine launched missiles to attack Iran’s nuclear infrastructure in 
Natanz, Fordow and Isfahan.  What does seem certain is that the ability of Iranian 
negotiators to trust their counterparts in the Trump administration and to trust the 
neutrality of IAEA inspectors was shattered by the Israeli and American military action in 
the midst of what was supposed to be an ongoing negotiation process.   

https://www.armscontrol.org/issue-briefs/2025-07/irans-nuclear-program-after-strikes-whats-left-and-whats-next


European parties to the JCPOA appear determined to call for the snapback of UN 
sanctions on Iran if there is not a diplomatic agreement for a new nuclear deal by 31 
August 2025.  Given the years of painstaking negotiations that were required to reach 
the JCPOA, the European deadline seems dangerously shortsighted.  The reimposition 
of UN sanctions would probably lead Iran to withdraw from the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
and refuse any future monitoring or cooperation with the IAEA.  This might be 
accompanied by a covert Iranian race to produce and test nuclear weapons, or it might 
be the stage for a protracted period of strategic ambiguity in which no other party knows 
what Iran may be doing with its nuclear knowledge and surviving nuclear infrastructure.  
Bluffing and strategic ambiguity did not work out well for Saddam Hussein in 2003, and 
the potential for bungled intelligence reporting would seem to be high now. 

While the Israeli attacks did kill 14 senior Iranian nuclear scientists and several senior 
military leaders, they were unsuccessful in an attack on the underground facility hosting 
a meeting of President Pezeshkian and other senior Iranian leaders.   Pezeshkian, 
though injured, managed to escape with other officials through another underground 
exit.  Decapitation of the Iranian regime seems to have been a clear objective or the 
Israeli war strategy.  A string of post-war ‘accidents’ at diverse Iranian industrial and 
chemical facilities seems to indicate ongoing foreign meddling. 

At this unstable moment it would be useful for Congress to reassert its responsibility for 
war making decisions by passing War Powers Resolutions underscoring that the 
President is not authorized to undertake unilateral military action against Iran.  Thomas 
Massie and Ro Khanna have been pushing this Iran related WPR in the House (though 
they now seem distracted now by the Epstein affair) and Rand Paul is pushing a similar 
bill in the Senate. 

Finding a viable path to nuclear negotiations and a future deal is infinitely preferable to 
the alternatives.   

The final PCIA Reunion and Conference, titled “Past Reflection and Future Vision”, will 
take place in Washington DC from 3-5 October 2025.  Details on the conference and 
links for registration can be found at the Peace Corps Iran Association website.  I hope 
to see you there! 
 
US-Israel War on Iran 

Twelve Days Under Fire: Comprehensive Report on the Iran-Israel War.  Human 
Rights Activists in Iran (HRAI), 2025/6/27 

New U.S. assessment finds American strikes destroyed only one of three Iranian 
nuclear sites, NBC News, 2025/7/17.  Includes Richard Engel reports from Iran. 
New Assessment Finds Site at Focus of U.S. Strikes in Iran Badly Damaged.  A 
clearer picture begins to emerge of what the Israeli and U.S. attacks on Iran’s 
nuclear sites achieved. Julian E. Barnes, David E. Sanger and Eric Schmitt, NYT, 
2025/7/17 

Israel’s War on Iran Backfired, Sina Toossi, Foreign Policy, 2025/7/1 

https://massie.house.gov/uploadedfiles/iranwpr.pdf
https://massie.house.gov/uploadedfiles/iranwpr.pdf
https://www.c-span.org/program/us-senate/sen-rand-paul-on-iran-war-powers-resolution/661869
https://peacecorpsiran.org/
https://www.en-hrana.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/A-Comprehensive-Report-on-the-Iran-Israel-War.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/new-us-assessment-finds-american-strikes-destroyed-only-one-three-iran-rcna218761
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/new-us-assessment-finds-american-strikes-destroyed-only-one-three-iran-rcna218761
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/17/us/politics/iran-nuclear-sites.html?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/07/01/israels-war-on-iran-backfired/


Did Israel try to wipe out Iran’s leadership? Amwaj, 2025/7/14 

Details Emerge on Israeli Strike Targeting Iran’s Supreme National Security 
Council Meeting, NIAC, 2025/7/15 

Iran president was reportedly injured in Israeli strikes. Kasra Naji, BBC, 2025/7/13 

Iran’s Nuclear Program After the Strikes: What’s Left and What’s Next? Kelsie 
Davenport, Arms Control Association, 2025/7/9 

Eight Thing You Should Know About Trump’s Strikes on Iran, Chris Murphy, 
2025/6/23 

1. There is an industry in Washington that profits from war, and so it’s no surprise that the 
merits of conflict are dangerously overhyped and the risks are regularly underestimated.  

2. Almost every war plan our military has devised for the Middle East and North Africa in 
the last two decades has been a failure. 

3. The strikes are illegal, and a major setback for the international rule of law that has 
undergirded American security for 75 years. 

4. You cannot bomb knowledge out of existence 
5. We didn’t need to start a war with Iran because we know – for sure – that diplomacy can 

work. 
6.  Even opponents of this strike need to admit Iran is weak, and we cannot know for sure 

what the future holds. 
7. There are many very, very bad potential consequences of Trump’s attack. 
8. Israel is our ally and Iran is a threat to their people, but we should never allow Israeli 

domestic politics to draw us into a war. 

Trump Decision to Strike Iran Sets U.S. Up for Wider War and Undermines 
Nonproliferation Regime, Daryl Kimball, Arms Control Association 2025/6/22 

Everything You Need To Know About War With,  Alastair Crooke interviewed by 
Chris Hedges, YouTube,  

Israel Hides Damage from Devastating Iranian Missile Attacks, CJ Werelman 
Show 

This Is Donald Trump’s War, and It’s Only the Beginning. The president who 
campaigned on avoiding long-term conflicts in the Middle East may have. Joe 
Cirincione, The new Republic, 2025/6/23 

Strikes Caused ‘Severe Damage’ to Iranian Nuclear Sites, The Pentagon’s top 
leaders echoed President Trump’s claims of success but said it was too soon to 
say whether Iran still retains some nuclear capability. Iran condemned the strikes 
and has vowed to defend itself. Maggie Haberman, Farnaz Fassihi, Eric Schmitt, 
Aaron Boxerman and Michael D. Shear, NYT, 2025/6/22 

The Dangerous Consequences of Donald Trump’s Strikes in Iran. Why even a 
successful attack might do less to curb the Islamic Republic’s nuclear ambitions 
than a diplomatic deal would have. Isaac Chotiner, The New Yorker, 2025/6/22 

Iran nuclear program could grow more secretive after US strikes. Growing 
concern at how much less visibility into Iran’s nuclear program the international 

https://amwaj.media/en/media-monitor/deep-dive-did-israel-try-to-wipe-out-iran-s-leadership
https://niacouncil.org/iran-cautions-against-rushed-return-to-negotiations-tiered-internet-access-in-iran-and-more/?ms=250718_iu_c3&emci=2912b11b-ef63-f011-8dc9-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=cc55d1ff-1564-f011-8dc9-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=221668#4anchor
https://niacouncil.org/iran-cautions-against-rushed-return-to-negotiations-tiered-internet-access-in-iran-and-more/?ms=250718_iu_c3&emci=2912b11b-ef63-f011-8dc9-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=cc55d1ff-1564-f011-8dc9-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=221668#4anchor
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0z8n037p6o?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.armscontrol.org/issue-briefs/2025-07/irans-nuclear-program-after-strikes-whats-left-and-whats-next
https://open.substack.com/pub/chrismurphyct/p/8-things-you-should-know-about-trumps?r=2cwrn&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=email
https://www.armscontrol.org/pressroom/2025-06/trump-decision-strike-iran-sets-us-wider-war-and-undermines-nonproliferation?emci=3dcc99cf-024f-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=d4ad4682-074f-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=9325415
https://www.armscontrol.org/pressroom/2025-06/trump-decision-strike-iran-sets-us-wider-war-and-undermines-nonproliferation?emci=3dcc99cf-024f-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=d4ad4682-074f-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=9325415
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zO3jNWfyWNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdhKRfP-O4o
https://newrepublic.com/article/197078/donald-trump-war-iran-just-beginning?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2025/06/22/world/israel-iran-us-trump?smid=url-share#4d59ead6-7a91-5c32-88c2-63156d407341
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/the-dangerous-consequences-of-donald-trumps-strikes-in-iran?utm_source=nl&utm_brand=tny&utm_mailing=TNY_Daily_062225&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_medium=email&utm_term=tny_daily_digest&bxid=5dc2fb206c28c70e2b59080b&cndid=59105004&hasha=c42fd7cae986c4dbe21bd1276af74cc8&hashb=17afc966f6fe0eaf4eb5f6f87002e2dd7936f9e6&hashc=c05950ee63f09d8dbfd8f53a2a27a4e3c6cfb5e5c5b120f4c0ae1d66e156c7fd&esrc=OIDC_SELECT_ACCOUNT_PAGE&mbid=CRMNYR012019
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=66959&post_id=166541918&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMDc5MDkyNjIsInBvc3RfaWQiOjE2NjU0MTkxOCwiaWF0IjoxNzUwNjE5MTMyLCJleHAiOjE3NTMyMTExMzIsImlzcyI6InB1Yi02Njk1OSIsInN1YiI6InBvc3QtcmVhY3Rpb24ifQ.uzO7KYVi6tHsf-qANdaE5ZP0JS_9A42pYr_PtXAAmDo


community may have in the future as a result of Iran’s response to the U.S. and 
Israeli bombing.  Laura Rozen, Diplomatic, 2025/6/22 

U.S./Iran talks on ice. There is no prospect for the resumption of U.S. Iran 
negotiations anytime soon, a senior U.S. official told a source today. Laura Rozen, 
Diplomatic, 2025/7/16 

Strike on Iran Set Back Iran Nuclear Program by Only a Few Months, Bill Beeman, 
NYT, 2025/6/25 

El día que nació un Irán nuclear, The day a nuclear Iran was born,  English 
Version. “Those who say Iran must come back to the negotiating table …. what 
do they mean exactly? Anyway, the nuclear train left the station on June 21, 2025. 
One-way tickets only.” Enrique Mora, Política Exterior,  2026/6/24  
Can We Trust Trump's Iran Claims? Joe Cirincione June 28 CNN interview on 
claims of "obliteration" and prospects for negotiations. A likely key to a new US-
Iran nuclear deal: How could Trump benefit from it?  Contracts for constructing new 
nuclear facilities? Real estate deals? 

Iran-Israel Damage and Cost estimates. Simplicus, 2025/6/27 

Israel’s euphoric ‘victory’ over Iran is quickly giving way to disillusionment. 
Politically, Nehu may appear the winner of the '12-Day War.' But Israel achieved 
none of its military goals, and Gaza is impossible to ignore. Meron Rapoport, 
+972, 2025/6/27 
 
US Policy 

Containment vs. confrontation: Trump and a nuclear Iran, Mohammad 
Eslami, Christian Kaunert, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 2025/7/15 

Trump's use and misuse of Iran intel. We're once again exploring a world where 
intelligence is shaped to fit a policy, not inform it.  Paul Pillar, Responsible 
Statecraft, 2025/7/1 

Trump’s Iran Deal Withdrawal Comes Back to Haunt Him. Experts say the 2015 
nuclear deal constrained Tehran’s nuclear ambitions better than the recent U.S. 
Strikes, Foreign Policy, 2026/6/26 

Iran faces stiff sanctions if no deal by end of August, U.S. and allies agree, Axios, 
2025/7/15 

Why Force Fails to Stop Nuclear Proliferation, David Allison, Foreign Affairs, 
2025/7/14 

The Iran strike shows we don’t need bases in the Middle East. Our massive gulf 
footprint is more liability than asset, Dan Caldwell and Jennifer Kavanagh, WAPO, 
2025/6/28 

https://diplomatic.substack.com/p/us-talks-with-iran-on-ice?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=66959&post_id=168507873&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=1s8vbi&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/24/us/politics/iran-nuclear-sites.html?rsrc=cshare&smid=url-share&fbclid=IwY2xjawLIoQ9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFHcDZRWkRhdGozSVpXRE9kAR6VFv9q7sgoG-NXH7Bu-e-uHdVbT1Md3SFhtVd43y3rWxfKKuSysXXnuAcBXA_aem_kzuAkC40pkf1Jl2OU6SLVg#permid=143072770
https://www.politicaexterior.com/el-dia-que-nacio-un-iran-nuclear/
https://amwaj.media/en/article/the-day-a-nuclear-iran-was-born
https://amwaj.media/en/article/the-day-a-nuclear-iran-was-born
https://joecirincione.substack.com/p/can-we-trust-trumps-iran-claims?utm_source=podcast-email&publication_id=1456568&post_id=167069164&utm_campaign=email-play-on-substack&utm_content=watch_now_button&r=1s8vbi&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://simplicius76.substack.com/p/israel-iran-the-denouement
https://www.972mag.com/israel-iran-netanyahu-victory-disillusionment/
https://thebulletin.org/premium/2025-07/containment-vs-confrontation-trump-and-a-nuclear-iran/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Nobel%20Laureate%20Assembly%20Declaration%20for%20the%20Prevention%20of%20Nuclear%20War&utm_campaign=20250714%20Monday%20Newsletter%20%28Copy%29#post-heading
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/iran-war-2672503006/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/06/26/iran-us-jcpoa-nuclear-weapons-energy-deal/?tpcc=editors_picks&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Editors%27%20Picks%20-%2006262025&utm_term=editors_picks
https://www.axios.com/2025/07/15/iran-snapback-sanctions-nuclear-deal
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/why-force-fails-stop-nuclear-proliferation
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/06/28/iran-strike-american-military-vulnerability/


Democrats Should Reclaim the Anti-War Mantle From Trump. By backing Israel’s 
attack on Iran, Trump violated his anti-war pledge. Will his opponents take 
advantage of it? Mathew Duss, Foreign Policy, 2025/7/17 

Don’t Let a Fake Victory Forestall Real Peace. Trump’s misplaced faith in the 
efficacy of the Iran attacks will bring more war. Matt Duss, Foreign Policy, 
2025/6/27 

Why ‘mowing the grass’ won’t work to curtail the Iranian nuclear program,  Matt 
Field, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 2025/6/26 

America Is on the Verge of Catastrophe in the Middle East/ U.S. Intervention in 
Iran Is a Terrible Gamble.  Andrew Miller, Foreign Affairs, 2025/6/21 

F-Bombs  and Real Bombs: Trita Parsi on Shaky Iran Ceasefire & Trump’s Anger 
at Israel, Democracy Now, 2025/6/25 

Trump's War: Can US impose its will on weakened Iran? Barbara Slavin, William 
Jordan, John Erath, Farzin Nadim, Saeed Azimi, France 24, 2025/6/23 

Trump is in danger of repeating Bush’s Middle East mistakes. The U.S. strike on 
Iran could easily spiral into another forever war that Americans on both the left 
and right broadly oppose. Matt Duss and Sohrab Ahmari, WAPO.2025/6/25 

Poll of Iranian American Views on War and More, NIAC, 2025/6/26 

I Detest Netanyahu, but on Some Things He’s Actually Right, David Brooks, NYT, 
2025/6/26.  A provocative article in support ot the Netanyahu-Trump war on Iran. 

The dangerous American fantasy of regime change in Iran. As bad as the 
government is, it would be a mistake for outsiders to topple it. Stephen Kinzer, 
Boston Globe, 2025/7/1  

Details emerge of secret diplomatic efforts to restart Iran talks.  Zachary 
Cohen, Alayna Treene, Kylie Atwood and Jennifer Hansler, CNN, 2025/6/26 

Regime Change in Iran Would Endanger America. Toppling Tehran would 
empower terror groups. Ali Rizq, The American Conservative, 2025/7/6 

Trump’s attack on Iran and restoring constitutional war powers. How we can 
safeguard against further such abuses of power. Brian Finucane, The Contrarian, 
2025//7 
I Love America: And now it is Bombing my Family in Iran, Nader Tehrani, 
Informed Comment, 2025/7/11 
 
Iran Policy 

What the War Changed Inside Iran, Alex Vatanka, Foreign Policy, 2025/7/7 

Iran's Self-Appointed 'Crown Prince' Gets DESTROYED by Iranian Scholar, Assal 
Rad, 2025/7/5 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/06/17/democrats-iran-trump-peace/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/06/27/trump-iran-israel-democrats-intelligence-peace/?tpcc=editors_picks&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Editors%27%20Picks%20-%2006272025&utm_term=editors_picks
https://thebulletin.org/2025/06/why-mowing-the-grass-wont-work-to-curtail-the-iranian-nuclear-program/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Mowing%20the%20grass%20won%20t%20work%20with%20the%20Iranian%20nuclear%20program&utm_campaign=20250630%20Monday%20Newsletter%20New&vgo_ee=DLbpJohvIx%2F%2F7skHPX9LfSewWD9NFJK95d%2FuY9TFz2hYeyOYARub%3Abb2t0dOEHmhiJuhF5fp53pv8MH%2BbJbeC
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/america-verge-catastrophe-middle-east
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D-0AD0YWhZO0%26ab_channel%3DDemocracyNow!%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAYnJpZBExR3A2UVpEYXRqM0laV0RPZAEeGDuN-dkfNEMyEOEZleUDINQOgXuEYfuzwbhRQoen3JTDEk5CvQt6Y_ccwTY_aem_-bTWOQtcDC166cHKM-tdrw&h=AT3ma0yEHy94aN0wpStcoMt6XDHXtpSAehdDYkqiFqKoqhhlWUz61tpLR_waenMGtTwGAF-4gHKC3-3h1ddNDBZs-xldsvj4nsk-FwTj6wNz2CqgR0BlIO4ibp3tYUwMoryTB5X9kWYS1w30hi0&__tn__=%2CmH-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1UjH3_Kpyu71Agsir7QdT8gOoD8pvfWpKcHhNsYP5rSP1aiUXWGIAX0a4xekuNU7IugBtXDrJ1rHQRG4AE0vsDn85VDArRpybC2rL7-140bf7lq-H3RSyVI7xpNuUwKtzg4wF062vAj6w8tEprhG_5B9-Wn05tGi5vBy9rwqfJ-HZ3yX1_1X1WRs7QkTR78kdYH5MwrDPnKymc0w
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D-0AD0YWhZO0%26ab_channel%3DDemocracyNow!%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAYnJpZBExR3A2UVpEYXRqM0laV0RPZAEeGDuN-dkfNEMyEOEZleUDINQOgXuEYfuzwbhRQoen3JTDEk5CvQt6Y_ccwTY_aem_-bTWOQtcDC166cHKM-tdrw&h=AT3ma0yEHy94aN0wpStcoMt6XDHXtpSAehdDYkqiFqKoqhhlWUz61tpLR_waenMGtTwGAF-4gHKC3-3h1ddNDBZs-xldsvj4nsk-FwTj6wNz2CqgR0BlIO4ibp3tYUwMoryTB5X9kWYS1w30hi0&__tn__=%2CmH-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1UjH3_Kpyu71Agsir7QdT8gOoD8pvfWpKcHhNsYP5rSP1aiUXWGIAX0a4xekuNU7IugBtXDrJ1rHQRG4AE0vsDn85VDArRpybC2rL7-140bf7lq-H3RSyVI7xpNuUwKtzg4wF062vAj6w8tEprhG_5B9-Wn05tGi5vBy9rwqfJ-HZ3yX1_1X1WRs7QkTR78kdYH5MwrDPnKymc0w
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/the-debate/20250623-trump-s-war-can-us-impose-its-will-on-weakened-iran
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/06/22/iran-war-opposition-trump/
https://niacouncil.org/views-of-the-iranian-american-community-niac-yougov-poll-may-june-2025-full-report/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/26/opinion/netanyahu-trump-iran.html
https://archive.is/ZbcZa#selection-1253.0-1279.1
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/06/26/politics/us-iran-talks-nuclear-program
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/regime-change-in-iran-would-endanger-america/
https://contrarian.substack.com/p/trumps-attack-on-iran-and-restoring?r=1s8vbi&utm_medium=ios&triedRedirect=true
https://www.juancole.com/2025/07/america-bombing-family.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/07/07/war-changed-inside-iran-regime-change/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MaKvQ1Vy20E


In shadow of Israeli assault, ‘neo-nationalism’ surges in Iran, Reza Akbari, 
AMWAJ, 2025/7/11 

From Ideology to Nationhood: Iran’s Rhetorical Shift During the War with Israel, 
NIAC, 2025/7/11 

Iran Escalates Nuclear Standoff by Suspending Cooperation with IAEA. Years of 
rising tensions between Iran and the IAEA came to a head after the Israeli and 
U.S. strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities and personnel. Annonymous, The 
Stimson Center, 2025/7/15. For Iran, the path forward demands not just technical fixes 
but moral consistency: recognizing that security built on others’ insecurity is no security 
at all. 

Signals of Skepticism: Iran Cautions Against Rushed Return to Negotiations, 
NIAC, 2025/7/18 

Misreading and Misrepresenting Iran, Ali Abootalebi, Informed Comment, 2025/7/2 

Tucker Carlson, Pezeshkian Interview, X, 2025/7/7 

Iranian president draws cheers, jeers after interview with Tucker Carlson, Amwaj, 
2025/7/8 

Iran Is on Course for a Bomb After U.S. Strikes Fail to Destroy Facilities. Satellite 
imagery confirms that Iranian capabilities are bruised, not annihilated.  Jeffrey 
Lewis, Foreign Policy, 2025/6/27 

Khamenei Appears in Public for First Time Since Israel War Began, Farnaz 
Fassihi, NYT, 2025/7/5 

Iran can still build nuclear weapons without further enrichment. Only diplomacy 
will stop it, Edwin Lyman, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 2025/7/2 

The Ayatollah Has a Plan, Vali Nasr, NYT, 2025/6/25 

Is the Islamic Republic Starting to Crack? The Signs to Watch,  Holly Dagress, 
Washington Institute for NE Policy, 2025/6/24 

Why Israeli Attacks Brought Fear But Not Regime Change to Iran, The public’s 
calculus favors maintaining an unsatisfactory status quo over risking national 
collapse. Javad Heiran-Nia,  Hessam Habibi Doroh, Stimson Center, 2025/7/1 

The Moral Paralysis Facing Iranians Right Now, Moroteza Dehghani, NYT, 
2025/6/28 

Details emerge of secret diplomatic efforts to restart Iran talks, Zachary 
Cohen, Alayna Treene, Kylie Atwood and Jennifer Hansler, CNN 

Iran signals cut in ties with IAEA as focus shifts to restoring deterrence, public 
trust, AMWAJ, 2025/6/25 

If Iranian regime collapses or is toppled, 'what's next?' These are questions that 
are hardly asked, nor answered with any degree of coherency. Seems important. 
Tanya Goudsouzian, Responsible Statecraft, 2025/6/26 
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Did the US and Israeli Attack leave the Islamic Republic of Iran Stronger? Bamo 
Nouri, Informed Comment, 2025/7/8 

Women and Politics in Post-Jina Iran, Mona Tajal, MRP, Spring 2025 

The Spirit of Tehran. While Israel’s bombings have shaken the Iranian capital 
and killed hundreds of civilians, its people have displayed care, resilience and 
quiet determination to carry on. Asef Bayat, New Lines Magazine, 2025/6/30  

Waves of Accidents in Post-War Iran Spark Suspicions of Covert Sabotage, NIAC, 
2025/7/15 
 

Was War in the Middle East Necessary? 
Stephen Gottlieb, Shiraz 1965-67, WAMC, 2025/6/24 

What ‘s Henry Johnson got to do with War with Iran? Simple, Trump couldn’t stand a 
Black man’s accomplishments. Johnson was a war hero but Trump had to remove his 
name from Army installations. Barach Obama was a Black president who signed a 
nuclear treaty with Iran that was working too well – it was repeatedly verified that Iran 
was sticking within treaty limits – so Trump repudiated it in his first term. I just got an 
analysis by a former state department official pointing out that the need to bomb Iranian 
nuclear installations was the direct result of Trump’s cancellation of Obama’s treaty with 
Iran. With the treaty cancelled, Iran could break out of treaty limits, giving Mr. Trump an 
excuse to bomb Iran. 

Trump is also responsible for Israel’s behavior. Netanyahu couldn’t have behaved like a 
war-loving yahu without Trump’s encouragement – moving the Israeli capital to 
Jerusalem and promising him complete support. Netanyahu violated the ancient biblical 
injunction not to wrong the “stranger [who] resides with you in your land.” Leviticus 
continues: 

The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens; you shall love 
him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt 

But Israel has been trying to clear the land of Palestinians for those they call “settlers,” 
Jews who want to live there. Israel has been trying to remove Palestinians from their 
homes in Gaza and the West Bank for decades despite contrary decisions by the Israeli 
Supreme Court. Taking land by conquest is appalling behavior, though common in 
world history. And most people violate some aspects of the teachings of their faiths. But 
the result has been constant injury and irritation of the Palestinian population. 

I have no idea whether Israel could have treated the Palestinians in a way which would 
have produced a cordial relationship, but it seems to me that America’s continued 
military support of Israel and our refusal to put any breaks on Israeli behavior, has 
fanned the flames of all three parties to this conflict. 

My wife and I are in tears. We have friends among all the parties – people with deep 
roots in Israel, Iran and Palestine – and don’t want to see anyone get hurt. Plus, living in 
New York, we know that we and many of the people we care about are vulnerable to 
terrorism. None of this was necessary but for the arrogance of a president who despises 
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any real knowledge and treats Americans as subjects whose only duty is to be prepared 
to die for his glory. 

Let me take the consequences a step further. War in the Middle East has been 
disastrous – in Iraq, Afghanistan, Lebanon and will be in Israel, Palestine and Iran. 

Friction over displacement of Palestinians for Jewish “settlers” irritates the entire Muslim 
world. Shiite Iran dealt with its isolation in the Sunni Middle East by funding opposition 
to Israel though Jews lived largely peacefully in Iran since biblical times. 

Being “number 1” doesn’t mean we can have whatever we want. Terrorists repeatedly 
made U.S. vulnerability clear with strikes in New York, Washington, and across the U.S. 
Trump’s approach will hurt many, plus we’ll all also pay at the gas pump and in the 
grocery stores. 

None of this was necessary. We need brains at the White House – not just tough and 
loose talk. 
 
Advocacy Action 
Sen. Rand Paul on Iran War Powers Resolution, C-Span, 2025/6/27 

Reps. Massie, Khanna Introduce Bipartisan War Powers Resolution to Prohibit 
Involvement in Iran, 2025/6/17 

Expert Know Your Rights Info-Session with NIAC, IRAP, CAIR, and CIPC, 
2025/7/14 

Don’t Mourn, Organize: Stepping Up the Pressure Against War With Iran, William 
Hartung, Medium, 2025/6/22 

Iranian Americans Mobilize Against War and Nuclear Catastrophe, Myriam 
Sabbaghi, Ploughshares, 2025/7/3 

Anti-War with Iran billboards 
 
European Policy 

UNA-UK calls for urgent steps to protect the nuclear non-proliferation system 
after the US attack on Iran, European Leadership Network, 2025/6/26 
 
Region 

Riyadh realigns: Tehran over Tel Aviv. Persian Gulf monarchies are quietly 
reorienting away from Tel Aviv and Washington toward Tehran and a more 
promising multipolar-led security order. The Cradle, 2025/7/8 

The Yemeni dimension to the Iran-Israel war, Amwaj, 2025/7/3 

https://www.c-span.org/program/us-senate/sen-rand-paul-on-iran-war-powers-resolution/661869
https://massie.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=395731
https://massie.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=395731
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNAMf9SwnTQ
https://medium.com/@hartung_70361/dont-mourn-organize-stepping-up-the-pressure-against-war-with-iran-6c2d1b5b6522
https://ploughshares.org/article/iranian-americans-mobilize-against-nuclear-catastrophe/
https://bsky.app/profile/winwithoutwar.bsky.social/post/3ls2mjyw2k22i
https://una.org.uk/news/una-uk-calls-urgent-steps-protect-nuclear-non-proliferation-system-after-us-attack-iran
https://una.org.uk/news/una-uk-calls-urgent-steps-protect-nuclear-non-proliferation-system-after-us-attack-iran
https://thecradle.co/articles/riyadh-realigns-tehran-over-tel-aviv
https://amwaj.media/en/article/the-yemeni-dimension-to-the-iran-israel-war


Amid Attacks on Israel-Linked Shipping, Ansarallah Says It Remains Committed 
to Truce with U.S. “Our military operations remain directed exclusively at Israel," 
Muhammad al-Bukhaiti told Drop Site. "Should the United States reengage in the 
conflict, any escalation will be met in kind.” Shuaib Almosawa and Murtaza 
Hussain, Drop Site News, 2025/7/13.  
Concern grows in Iran as Azerbaijan hosts Syria’s new leaders, Amwaj, 2025/7/15 

Mass Deportations of Afghan Migrants from Iran Following Israel–Iran Conflict 
Raise Concerns, NIAC, 2025/7/2 

Iran removes street name honouring Egyptian president’s assassin amid 
diplomatic shift, Middle East Monitor, 2025/7/16 

Why China’s Inaction on Palestine and Iran Weakens its Global Standing, 
Hamidullah Baycar, Informed Comment, 2025/7/4 

Larry Johnson: Extensive Damage to Israel’s Defense Industry & Economy, 
2025/7/2 

Iran Carries Out Mass Expulsion of Afghan Refugees. About 800,000 people have 
been deported to Afghanistan, a desperately poor country, under an Iranian campaign 
that accelerated sharply in June. Nick Cummings-Bruce, NYT, 2025/7/7 

“I’m From the Mossad, and I’m Here to Help.” The Mossad has made an 
unprecedented move to start communicating to Iranians through public social 
media, attempting to recruit agents inside Iran from the disaffected and 
financially desperate. Seamus Malekafzali, 2025/7/17 
 

Nuclear, Missiles 

What We Don't Talk About When We Talk About Nuclear Weapons. Eighty years 
into the Nuclear Age, certain subjects are off limits in nuclear security 
conferences. Joe Cirincione, Substack, 2025/7/17 

A simple timeline of Iran’s nuclear program, Matt Field, Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, 2025/6/19 

Strikes on Iran Validate North Korea’s Nuclear Sprint, Robert Kelley, Foreign 
Policy, 2025/7/7 

What if Iran withdraws from the NPT?, Mark Goodman,  Mark Fitzpatrick, The 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 2025/6/25 

In a First, America Dropped 30,000-Pound Bunker-Busters—But Iran’s Concrete 
May Be Unbreakable, David Hambling, Popular Mechanics, 2025/6/24 

Was It Obliteration? The US attack on Iran may not have wiped out its nuclear 
ambitions but it did set them back years. Seymour Hersh, Substack, 2025/7/4 

Civil Society Leaders Issue "New Call to Halt and Reverse the Arms Race". Daryl 
Kimball, Arms Control Association, 2025/7/16 
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Environment 

The war lasted 12 days. The environmental impact on Iran may last decades, 
Jessica McKenzie, Sara Goudarzi, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 2025/7/7 

Iran Faces a Deepening Water and Climate Crisis Threatening Its Population and 
Stability, NIAC, 2025/7/17 
 
Economy 

Iran’s Shrinking Oil Reserve Fund Predates the War.  It appears that the largest 
withdrawals took place during the two terms of President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
when Iran first began facing severe sanctions pressure over its nuclear program, 
Mohammad Salami, Stimson Center, 20205/7/3 
 
Human Rights 

Statement Opposing ICE Targeting of Iranians, NIAC, 2025/6/16 

Iranian mother released from ICE detention after Republican House Majority Leader 
intervenes, Jack Brook, AP, 2025/7/8 

Iran carries out wave of arrests and executions in wake of Israel conflict, BBC, 
2025/6/26 

Three Political Prisoners Face Imminent Execution in Iran, Iran Wire, 2025/7/10 

Israel’s Strike on Evin Prison: A Grave Violation of International Law, NIAC, 
2025/6/27 

The Day Evin Prison Burned: Why Israel’s Attack Crossed a Moral Line. 
Mohammad Eslami and Ibrahim Al-Marashi, Informed Comment 2025/06/28  

Aftermath of deadly Israeli attack on Tehran’s Evin Prison.  Iran says Israel kills 
71 people in the attack, including staff, soldiers, prisoners and visiting family 
members.  Al-Zazira, 2025/6/29 

Trigger warning as ICE takes Iranian young woman 
 
Peace Corps Legacy 

Remembering Bill Moyers: Peace Corps Co-Founder and Voice for Truth, Glenn 
Blumhorst, Substack, 2025/6/26 
His early work establishing the Peace Corps demonstrated his lifelong commitment to public 
service and international understanding. Reflecting on the Peace Corps years, Moyers once 
said: "We knew from the beginning that the Peace Corps was not an agency, program, or 
mission. Now we know—from those who lived and died for it—that it is a way of being in the 
worldzx." At the 50th Anniversary celebration, he called those years "the best years of our lives." 

July 1, 1971: When Nixon Folded the Peace Corps Under ACTION, Glen 
Blumhorst, Peace Corps Worldwide, 2025/7/1 
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History 

Four Decades of War between Iran and America, Ibrahim Al-Marashi, Informed 
Comment, 2025/7/7 

Empress Farah Pahlavi and the Myth of the Secular Shah. Both admirers and critics 
see Iran’s Pahlavi dynasty as the embodiment of pro-Western modernization. But 
was it? Perin Gürel, Foreign Policy, 2025/7/11 

Why Talk of ‘Regime Change’ Raises Lingering Ghosts of Humiliation in Iran.  
President Trump’s social media threat about possible regime change in Iran 
added to the speculation that collapse of the Iranian government is also the U.S. 
goal. Sina Azodi, Farzin Zandi, Stimson Center, 2025/6/26 

The Quest for Power and Respect: A Survey of Iranian Foreign Policy Since 1921.  
Hooshmand Mirfakhraei, Iran 1400, 2020/10/21 

Why do evangelical Protestants hate Palestinians? Christian Zionists in the 
Trump administration follow a centuries-old imperial theology that sacralises 
conquest, demonises Palestinians, and mandates support for Israel.  Joseph 
Massad, Middle East Eye, 2025/7/15. 

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT 

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, and 
cultural diplomacy. 
PRINCIPLES: The Board of P eace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding Principles 
for our advocacy efforts toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, and their 
peoples. 
1.   Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship, 
inclusiveness and world peace.  As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.  
2.    Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and 
their citizens.  
3.    Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties 
reinforces international cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict.   
4.    Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues. 
5.    Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts.  Peace is built and sustained through voluntary 
agreement and consent. 
GROUND RULES: 
1.    The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this 
subject.  It is a way to share ideas, information, and opportunities for action.  The Bulletin is archived 
on the website. 
2.    PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication.   The editor decides which articles are 
selected for publication. Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s Mission, Values, and 
Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the current state of Iran advocacy issues, may be posted 
in PCIA’s Facebook group.  
3.  Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question 
answered, "I consent/do not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin 
distribution and PCIA archives."  If consent is given, statements issued to the public will be identified 
as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board. 
4.   Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help 
readers understand issues.  
5.    The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based.  Whenever 
possible citations and links to web-based articles should be included in the articles. 
6.   Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board 
positions.  However, members of the Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and 
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request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be posted in the Advocacy Bulletin will be 
identified as such.   

The opinions in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the Board of 
PCIA.  Letters and contributions to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to 
the editor at Paul@peacecorpsiran.org. 
Donations to PCIA Welcome: In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps 
Iran Association, please consider making a donation. 
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