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The Cyrus Cylinder (s, S 4 5iul or Cyrus Charter Jis,S )4« was discovered under the
foundation of a Babylonian palace in 1879, making it perhaps the oldest time capsule on
record. It commemorates Cyrus’ victory over Babylonia in 539 BC and sets out the rights of
subjects in his expanding empire. It is often commemorated as the oldest charter of human

rights in the world.
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No One Can ‘Win’, but Donald J. Trump Must Lose This War
By Paul Barker, Editor of PCIA Advocacy Bulletin

This edition of the Advocacy Bulletin coincides with
the day that Donald J.Trump has promised to destroy
all of the bridges, power plants and energy
infrastructure of Iran. If he does, Iran can be
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expected to unleash its still significant reserves of Tuesday will be Power Plant Day, and Bridge
drones and missiles against energy and other Day, all wrapped up In one, in Iran. There will
infrastructure in Israel and across most countries be nothing like it!!! Open the Fuckin® Strait,

you crazy bastards, or you'll be living in Hell -
JUST WATCH! Praise be to Allah. President
DONALD J. TRUMP

surrounding the Persian Gulf. The damage to all
countries involved in the war will be devastating and
long lasting. The economic miracles of the Arab
countries on the south and west sides of the Gulf 631ReTruths 2.33k Likes 4/5/26,8:03 AM
may be permanent. The Islamic Republic may well
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survive the war, but perhaps not the ensuing ‘peace’ as Iranians are forced to deal with
the devastation that the policies and behaviors of the Islamic Republic of Iran have
brought to their country. Freedom of navigation through the Strait of Hormuz may never
again be assured and the global economy will suffer a deep and lasting setback.

Donald Trump will still be President when the American armadas depart the region, but
he and his party seem headed to a devastating defeat in November elections.

It is not a war of necessity (responding to an attack or imminent threat) or a war of
choice (implying an informed, deliberative thinking process). Itis a war started on a
whim and in contravention of the US Constitution and laws and in violation of the UN
Charter. In order for America to ‘win’ the war in Iran, Donald Trump must lose it. The
cost of Donald Trump being seen to ‘win’ this war would be to bless and further
entrench his autocratic, anti-democratic, norm-breaking, treaty-wrecking, ally-spiting
beliefs and behaviors.

Of all the justifications that Donald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu have offered since
launching their war against Iran on 28 February 2026, the one with the most resonance
among Iranian Americans and opponents of the regime in Iran was regime change. The
myriad shortcomings, human rights abuses and economic failures of the Islamist regime
provide fertile ground for opposition. Killing regime leaders and destruction of
repressive forces like the Besij militias and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, plus
attacks on Iranian military assets and infrastructure that threaten other countries in the
region may have seemed like legitimate and welcome developments to many regime
opponents, even if the process of starting the war was patently illegal.

Had the heavy bombing of the symbols and
pillars of the Islamic Revolutionary
Government of Iran been the sole targets of
the war, the US/Israeli campaign might have
been able to garner support among
constituencies in Iran, the US and other
countries. Alas the tens of thousands of
bombs and missiles dropped and launched at
Iran hit an ever expanding spectrum of targets,
including 115,000 civilian structures, over 700
schools, 21 universities, a stadium,
gymnasiums, 300 health care centers,

The Karaj bridge, several kilometers west of Tehran, which

pharmaceUtlcal InfraStrUCtu re, brldqes and OII was destroyed during U.S.-Israeli military operations in Iran,

and gas |nfrastructu re and Storage faCllltleS on April 3, 2026. Photo by Morteza Nikoubaz!|/NurPhoto via

Getty Images.
If the war is intended to spark regime change, destruction of civilian infrastructure will
leave a shattered and bitter population in Iran, regardless of whether or not the current
clerical regime is still standing.

While neither Trump nor Netanyahu nor the Islamic Republic of Iran can win the war,
any one of them can drag it out interminably. International structures like NATO and the
UN as well as the global economy deteriorate further every day that this war continues.

There are level heads across multiple continents who are actively working to find off
ramps from the war and to nudge belligerents, particularly Donald Trump, to seize them
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and salvage what can be saved from the unfolding disaster. Iran’s US educated former
Foreign Minister, Javad Zarif, has put forward what look to me like the pillars of a
process and agreement to end the war with breakthroughs which would be beneficial to
both the US and Iran. Some of these ideas are found in the articles found in this
Advocacy Bulletin.

If there is a long-term ‘victor’ from the war it may be the overdue realization that only
locally produced and sustainable electric energy sources can free us from the tyranny of
petrostate politics.

John Limbert, Barbara Slavin Interviews

“We’re in a Greek Tragedy.” Top Diplomat Warns of Iran War Disaster. John Limbert
interviewed by Mohammad Manzarpour, 2026/4/2

NewsMax panel with John Limbert, 2026/3/19
Newsmax Panel re Iranian Nuclear Threat with John Limbert, 2026/3/26

“Bombing Without a Plan” — Barbara Slavin on Trump’s Iran Strategy. interviewed by
Mohammad Manzarpour, 2026/4/3

Paths to End the War

How Iran Should End the War. A Deal Tehran Could Take. M. Javad Zarif, Foreign
Affairs, 2026/4/3

Iran’s Zarif draws fire after floating proposal for peace with the US, Amwaj, 2026/4/6

‘You Are Not Our Enemy’ — Iran’s President Sends Messaqge to Americans — FULL
TEXT, Palestine Chronicle, 2026/4/1

An Iran Exit Plan. There’s still time for a sensible compromise between Washington and
Tehran. George Beebe and Trita Parsi, Foreign Policy, 2026/3/26

What is Iran’s End Game? Ali Vaez, Foreign Policy Live, 2026/3/31

What options does Iran have now? The Strait of Hormuz blockage has put Iran in a
position of power in the war with the US, but what will Trump do next? The Iranians
know they have won, but President Trump doesn’t get it yet. Gwynne Dyer, The
Telegram, 2026/4/1

Trump Is Serious About Accepting a Humiliating Defeat. The disastrous war could
end in a geopolitical nightmare. Jennifer Rubin, The Contrarian, 2026/4/2

Iran War: Regional Shockwaves & the Search for an Exit, Quincy Institute Webinar,
2026/3/31

Can America and Iran Reach a Cease-Fire? Both Sides Want to Dictate the Terms —
But Neither Truly Can. Ellie Geranmayeh, Foreign Affairs, 2026/3/27

Leadership and Policy Options for Iran

Iran’s Not So New Leaders May Strike a Hard Bargain, Israel’'s assassination
campaign has led to the promotion of IRGC old-timers who are likely to prove more
hostile to the U.S. and less nimble in negotiating an end to the war. Barbara Slavin,
Stimson Center, 2026/3/26
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Limited US Ground Operations in Iran Will Not Shift the War’s Balance. Brendon
Carr and Trita Parsi, Quincy Institute, 2026/4/1

From Evin Prison to the White House: Mostafa Tajzadeh Warns Trump of War’s
Consequences and Iran’s Enduring National Resolve. NIAC Insights, 2026/4/5

Mehdi Interviews Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman on the War, Mehdi asks
Esmaeil Baghaei about the future of negotiations with the US, about Iran’s attacks on
Gulf nations, and challenges him on the country’s crackdown on protesters earlier this
year. Zeteo, 2026/3/26

Reza Pahlavi's Movement Is Dangerous. I've Seen It Up Close. Pahlavi attempts to
portray himself as a democrat who could be a 'transitional' leader in a post-regime Iran,
but the movement he 'leads' has exhibited alarming behavior, writes ex-ally Alireza
Nader. Alireza Nader, Zeteo, 2026/3/17

The Distant Promise of Iran’s Would-Be-King, Azadeh Moaveni, New Yorker,
2026/3/22. Pahlavi remains the most prominent figure among the various dissidents
jockeying for a leadership role in a post-Islamic Republic Iran. But, despite his
seemingly good intentions, the pounding of Iran’s cities, the bombing of its palaces and
cultural heritage sites, the food and gas shortages, the toxic smoke-filled skies, the
dead schoolchildren, and the buzz of low-flying drones overhead all risk transforming
his image from the leader of a unified future to the agent of his country’s ruin. In the
ancient kingship tradition, endangering the empire would cause a king to lose his farr.
No monarch in two and a half millennia of Persian history has invited a foreign power to
attack the land of Iran, and nowhere in the long literary tradition of royal counsel—
known as andarznameh, or “mirror for princes”—has an exception been made for the
cause of ending domestic tyranny. This is the current predicament of Pahlavi, whose
royal charisma has never been more on the line.

Israel’s Killing of Ali Larijani Could Allow Military to Tighten Grip on Iran, As Iran’s
top national security official, Mr. Larijani had a reputation for acting as a bridge between
hard-line figures in the armed forces and more moderate political factions. Yeganeh
Torbati and Farnaz Fassihi, NYT, 2026/3/17

From revolutionaries to royalists? Why some of Iran's former leftists now
back Reza Pahlavi. Nearly half a century after the Islamic revolution, a number of
former leftist revolutionaries are arriving at a conclusion that would once have
seemed unthinkable. Alex Winston, The Jerusalem Post, 2026/3/20

What the War Has Done to Iranians. A civilian in Tehran chronicles a country
trapped between bombardment and repression — too terrorized to move, let alone start
an uprising. Cora Engelbrecht, The New Yorker, 2026/3/20

The Shareholder State - How Iran's Political Architecture Absorbs Pressure. Iran
functions as a shareholder state where strategic decisions require cross-institutional
alignment, making it resilient to pressure and limiting negotiations to bounded,
incremental outcomes. Ksutilya, 2026/3/25

Iranian President Letter to Americans, Brian Resists, 2026/4/1
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Ali Vaez: Iran’s Evolving War Plan. Interview by Ravi Agrawal, Foreign Policy,
2026/3/31

Trump Underestimated Iran: Talks are the Only Way Out, Amin Saikal, Informed
Comment, 2026/4/1

Is Iran war really "America First?" Iranian president asks in letter to US public,
CNN, 2026/4/1

Living in Hell. War crimes coming: A horrifying update. Paul Krugman, 2026/4/5

US Policy Options

It’s OK to Want Trump to Lose This War. America and the world will be better off if he
does, Peter Beinart, Beinart Notebook, 2026/4/6

‘An Operational Success and a Huge Strategic Failure’, Nicholas Kristof, NYT,
3036/4/4

Threatening to Send Iran to the “Stone Age:” The Dangerous Targeting of Civilian
Infrastructure in Iran. NIAC Insights, 2026/4/6

Iran Just Did the Unthinkable — US & Israel Respond, John Helmer, Middle East on
Fire, 2026/4/

From “Maximum Pressure” to Maximum Disorder: A War Failing Its Objectives
While Expanding Civilian Harm and Global Instability. NIAC Insights, 2026/4/4

The Trump Doctrine: A Conversation with Ash U. Bali and Aziz Rana, Quincy
Institute, 2026/4/1

The Path to the Trump Doctrine. From Syria to Lebanon to Gaza, the coercion
central to the new regime has been incubated in the Middle East., Asli U. Bali ad Aziz
Rana, Boston Review, Winter 2026

The Price of Strategic Incoherence in Iran. For America the War’s Benefits Won’t
Outweigh Its Costs. Richard Betts and Stephen Biddle, Foreign Affairs, 2026/3/27

On the Iran War, a Deep Disconnect Between Experts and Policymakers. Marc
Lynch and Shibley Telhami, Foreign Policy, 2026/3/25. Many Americans opposed
going to war against Iran, including some Republican voters, but among academics who
study the Middle East, the opposition was overwhelming. Only 5 percent of academic
experts polled in the days leading up to the Feb. 28 U.S.-Israeli attacks supported
launching a war and only 1 percent thought that a broad assault would produce a pro-
American democratic regime in Iran. Some 94 percent of experts thought the Trump
administration’s approach to Iran was making such a war more likely—an overwhelming
consensus. Expert knowledge is often dismissed by this administration but in retrospect
it seems that academics understood better than policymakers the cohesion of Iran’s
regime and its ability and willingness to fight back.

Trump’s “New” Mideast: False Promises of Peace Through War. Daniel Martin
Varisco. Informed Comment, 2026/3/2

We Told You So: The Costs of Attacking Iran Far Outweigh the Benefits. Trump
says he was surprised by Iran's response to his attacks. He shouldn't have been. For
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years, experts have warned of the catastrophic risks. Joe Cirincione, Strategy & History,
2026/3/31

Trump, Iran, and the Shadow of Suez. As Iran imposes a chokehold on the Strait of
Hormuz, squeezing the global economy, Trump faces a crisis that echoes one of
history’s most revealing strategic failures. Ishaan Tharoor, New Yorker, 2026/3/30

'Regime change' might be biggest failure in Operation Epic Fury. The new
generation that has moved into place in the wake of US-Israeli assassinations is more
hardline than the first. Muhammad Sahemi and Amirhassan Boozari, Responsible
Statecraft, 2026/4/1

Trump Is Serious About Accepting a Humiliating Defeat. The disastrous war could
end in a geopolitical nightmare. Jennifer Rubin, The Contrarian, 2026/4/2

Former Us Hostage Troubled By Donald Trump’s War Of Choice In Iran,
Storer Rowley, lllinois Delivered, 2026/3/22

Trump Willing to End War on Iran without opening Hormuz Strait? Juan Cole,
Informed Comment, 2026/3/31
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ADVOCACY COMMITTEE PURPOSE STATEMENT

Peace Corps Iran Association advocates for peace and understanding through education, outreach, and
cultural diplomacy.

PRINCIPLES: The Board of Peace Corps Iran Association has adopted the following Guiding Principles
for our advocacy efforts toward improving relationships between Iran and the United States, and their
peoples.

1. Understanding and acceptance of other people and cultures are the building blocks of friendship,
inclusiveness and world peace. As citizens of a world power, Americans bear a special responsibility.
2. Tolerance and mutual respect form the foundation for peaceful interactions between countries and
their citizens.

3. Bringing countries and their citizens into the global community through cultural and economic ties
reinforces international cooperation and reduces the likelihood of armed conflict.

4. Negotiation and diplomacy are essential to resolving international issues.

5. Force is rarely justified in dealing with conflicts. Peace is built and sustained through voluntary
agreement and consent.

GROUND RULES:

1. The Advocacy Bulletin is an opt-out email publication for PCIA members interested in this

subject. Itis a way to share ideas, information, and opportunities for action. The Bulletin is archived
on the website.

2. PCIA members are invited to share articles for publication. The editor decides which articles are
selected for publication. Some pieces, particularly when not aligned with PCIA’s Mission, Values, and
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Guiding Principles, or which do not relate to the current state of Iran advocacy issues, may be posted
in PCIA’s Facebook group.

3. Articles should be addressed to AdvocacyBulletin@peacecorpsiran.org and the release question
answered, "l consent/do not consent to the release of my writing beyond the Advocacy Bulletin
distribution and PCIA archives." If consent is given, statements issued to the public will be identified
as coming from the author, and not PCIA, the Advocacy Committee, or Board.

4. Writers are encouraged to include action recommendations and reference information to help
readers understand issues.

5. The Advocacy Bulletin is not an academic journal, but it does aspire to be fact-based. Whenever
possible citations and links to web-based articles should be included in the articles.

6. Opinions and ideas from members expressed in the Bulletin do not represent Board

positions. However, members of the Advocacy Committee may present a position to the Board and
request endorsement. Positions adopted by the Board to be posted in the Advocacy Bulletin will be
identified as such.

The opinions in this issue are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the Board of
PCIA. Letters and contributions to the Advocacy Bulletin are most welcome and may be submitted to
the editor at Paul@peacecorpsiran.org.

Donations to PCIA Welcome: In order to support the advocacy and other work of the Peace Corps
Iran Association, please consider making a donation.
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